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Equipment anger 


A £200m fund aimed at improving equipment services for disabled 


people is not being spent according to Ministers’ wishes, says a new report. 


The damning report by the 
Audit Commission says it 
appears the money is being 
siphoned off by health and 
social services bosses to meet 
“higher priorities”. 
Some people may wait up to 
_ six years for equipment, says the 
“commission, which has found 
few improvements since issuing 
a similar report two years ago. 
The new report, Fully 
Equipped 2002, looks at provi- 
pe of audiology equipment, 
wheelchairs, artificial limbs, 
jorthotics, and community 
/ equipment like walker frames. 
It found that only 13 per cent 
community equipment ser- 
vices actually received any of the 
_£200m aimed at improving them 
since the phased introduction of 
the money began in 2001. 
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Equipment is often of “dubi- 
ous quality”, while people com- 
missioning the services have no 
idea of the level of demand for 
equipment. Eligibility criteria 
are also getting tighter for com- 
munity services. 

Ann Stead, chair of disability 
charity Radar and newly retired 
director of disability services at 
the Nuffield Orthopaedic 
Centre in Oxford, was appalled 
at the national picture. 

She said: “We need a nation- 
al strategy for disablement ser- 
vices. Somebody at the top 
needs to care about this.” 

Maggie Winchcombe, direc- 
tor of development services at 
the Disabled Living Centres 
Council, said: “This time last 
year, there was so much 
promise with the new money. 


The reality is that it has not 
flowed through.” 

Sam Gallop, chair of equip- 
ment campaigns umbrella group 
emPOWER, said he believed 
that budgets were being cut in 
mobility centres, and that hospi- 
tals had also diverted money 
intended for prosthetics. 

The report recommends that 
mobility services providing 
orthotics, prosthetics and wheel- 
chair services should be coordi- 
nated by prosthetics services, as 
they appear to be most effective. 

The report also suggests that 
more fundamental changes 
need to be made to the services, 
such as provision through pub- 
lic-private partnerships and 
direct payments to individuals. 
* £12, tel: 0800 502030 
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Winners 


Dan Pratley, 27, and Alex Cox, 
26, are setting up a website list- 
ing skateparks in the UK with 
the help of a lottery grant from 
the charity Mind. 

The grant is part of a scheme 
run by the Millennium 
Commission to fund communi- 
ty projects. 

The pair got their award 
from Mind’s Real Lives Real 
People scheme. 

Mr Pratley, shown skate- 
boarding on DN’s cover, said: 
“We covered 2,500 miles in 11 
days and visited 37 skateparks.” 

The pair will also create a 
100-page booklet in September. 
www.skateparkpages.co.uk 
Cover photo by Jessica Manford 
See feature on page 19. 


ROLL UP ROLL UP 


DN is still looking for 
responses from disabled 
people to its latest 
cannabis survey. 

Tel: 020 7619 7323 

www. disabilitynow. org.uk 


Listen Up: Actress Deborah Williams performed one of her own 
monologues during a celebration of the 25th anniversary of Shape, 
the UK’s largest disability arts charity. 
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Accessibility: is what our business is all about. 
All Constables Mobility wheelchair conversion 
vehicles are designed to give easy access without 
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choose the unique CarChair system, which 
locates a specially designed wheelchair in the 


front of the vehicle or, one of our rear access 


conversions using your existing wheelchair. 
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However, at Constables Mobility accessibility : wh 
doesn’t just apply to our vehicles. We believe an 
accessibility should apply to everything we do 
for our customers. Customers should have 
access to information and help whenever they 
need it. That's why we're launching our new aa 
website at the address above. It gives customers 
and potential customers continuous access toa a 
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Call for a review 


A group that helps parents to 
fight for their children’s rights 
in education has criticised the 
Audit Commission after it 
called for a review of special 
education provision policies. 

In a report, Statutory assess- 
ment and statements of SEN: in 
need of review?,* 
sion says that a review is 
needed of the statements 
system. The statements set out 
what education authorities and 

|} schools must do to meet the 
} special educational needs of 
| disabled children. 

i The report, based on 
research in five education 


the commis- 


interviews with over 40 parents, 
said that statements provide 
little guarantee that children 
will get the support they need 
at school. 

Parents found fighting for a 
statement very stressful and the 
assessments were costly and 
bureaucratic. 

Children with similar needs 
get different levels of support 
depending upon where they live, 
or which school they attend. 

Sir Andrew Foster, controller 
of the commission, said: “We 
urge the government to 
establish a high-level indepen- 
dent review to pave the way for 
a system that is fairer, more 


efficient and more responsive.” 
But John Wright, chief exec- 
utive of the Independent Panel 
for Special Educational Advice, 
which advises 3,000 parents a 
year, said that statements 
worked well when enforced. He 
added: “There is no need for a 
national debate, as suggested 
by the Audit Commission. 
We just need some good old 
fashioned law enforcement.” 
The commission identified 
some strengths in the system 
and called for monitoring to 
ensure children got the support 
they needed. 
* £18, tel: O800 502030 


www.audit-commission.gov.uk 


|Disability groups are warning 
i 

| the government of shortcom- 
ings in its plans to get more dis- 


| into work. 

The Prime Minister, Tony 
|Blair, announced in May that 
|the government would extend 
\its Jobcentre Plus service to 
} cover a quarter of Britain by 
| next spring. 
| The scheme offers jobs and 
ibenefits advice in the same 
| office, but also forces people on 
jincapacity benefits to attend 

interviews about their job 
| prospects every three years. 

Mr Blair said: “It is a scan- 


New legislation 
: A learning disability charity 
| has welcomed the government’s 
| pledge to introduce new sexual 
| offences legislation later this 
year. 
Mencap has been campaign- 
| ing for changes in the law to 
| protect people with learning 
| disabilities from sex crimes. 
The charity said it 
s “delighted” that there 
would be new legislation, and 
will continue to push the gov- 
ernment to include measures to 
protect people with learning 
disabilities. 


Campaigning mum 
A mother of three has remort- 
gaged her house to fund the 
launch of her own campaign to 
change people’s attitudes about 
disabled children. 

Sian Davies, from south 
London, has a three-year-old 
daughter with cerebral palsy. 

Her campaign is backed by a 
string of disability and chil- 
dren’s charities. 


fits are written off, and left to 
drift into long-term incapacity 
and unemployment.” 

But a spokesman for Leonard 
Cheshire said people on incapac- 
ity benefits would now be placed 
under “much greater scrutiny to 
prove that they are disabled”. 

The charity called on the gov- 
ernment to make an urgent 
statement to disabled people to 
allay their fears. 

The spokesman said: “They 
have a duty to support disabled 
people who cannot work. The 
element of fraud is so minuscule 
that it doesn’t really warrant 
this sledgehammer approach.” 

Mr Blair also said the gov- 
ernment would now consider 


ENTAL 
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| Rotates on the spot, 
superb for indoor 
mobility. 


rehabilitation schemes to help 
more people get back to work. 

But new government figures 
show its New Deal for Disabled 
People found jobs for 2,841 
people between July 2001 and 
April 2002, well below its target 
of 5,000. 

And the Disability Rights 
Commission said the govern- 
ment should extend the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
to firms with less than 15 
employees and address other 
weaknesses in the law that pre- 
vent disabled people working. 

The charity Action for Blind 
People called on the govern- 
ment to “ensure that work 
pays” for disabled people. 


Choose from 
compact, 3-wheel 
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or larger, 4-wheel 
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Golden goals: Disabled bile played in a Oral tournament, organ- 
ised by the Limbless Association and Wimbledon FC Football in the 
Community scheme as part of the Football+ initiative. The Football 
Foundation charity also presented a £35,900 cheque to Football+. 


Ambulance bosses 
=| have apologised after 
da| two paramedics 
parked their ambu- 
lance in a disabled bay 
so that one of them could visit 
the bank and buy a sandwich. 

Royal Berkshire Ambulance 
NHS Trust said their behaviour 
in Thatcham on 9 May was a 
“regrettable error”. 

This follows incidents in 
which three police forces faced 
allegations that their officers 
parked in disabled bays. 

An ambulance trust spokes- 
man said: “We hope that no 


More parking blunders 


disabled motorists were inconve- 
nienced on this occasion.” 

The crew will be spoken to 
by their station manager, and a 
warning to other staff included 
in the trust’s newsletter. 

Kate Lister, from Ashmore 
Green, Berkshire, who pho- 
tographed the ambulance, said: 
“T think it is outrageous.” 

The Greater London Auth- 
ority’s transport committee will 
work with central London bor- 
oughs to design a single scheme 
for disabled parking. Much of 
central London is exempt from 
the blue badge scheme. 
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alarmingly, you could end up 


Call the 24hour request line now 


on 08705 134130 


or write to Mobility Matters, Dept DN702, 
Freepost NHO170, Kettering, NN14 6BR 


~ Mobility 
Products 


See eh 
REPO, 


| 
iia PriceGuide 
that e could save 


ou hundreds of pounds 


paying £100’s more for exactly 
the same product. Don’t make 
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4News 


End of trial worries 


Researchers into the use of 
cannabis-based medicines fear 
that disabled people could turn 
to crime to get the drugs, unless 
a multiple sclerosis charity 
agrees to fund an extension to 
their medical trial. 

Dr John Zajicek wants to 
continue providing drugs to 
people with multiple sclerosis 
(MS) after the end of their trial, 
which is funded by the Medical 
Research Council. 

But the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society, which was instrumental 
in designing the original trial, 
based at Derriford Hospital, 
Plymouth, has turned down an 


application to fund an extension. 


Britain’s care and nursing 
homes are being underfunded 
by £1bn, a care expert has said. 

A report*® by William Laing 
of Laing and Buisson, pub- 
lished by the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation, says that the fees 
councils are willing to pay are 
between £75 and £85 short of 
what it costs to run an efficient 
and good quality care home. 
Around 250,000 older people 


live in residential care. 


Freedom, Independ 


Dr Zajicek’s team fear that 
people with MS who want to 
continue taking the drugs might 
buy cannabis from drug dealers 
if the trial is not extended. 

They say the extension is 
necessary On compassionate 
grounds and would provide 
useful scientific data. 

But the MS Society said that 
such a long-term trial should 
use a completely new group of 
patients, and asked the 
researchers to resubmit the 
application. 

Dr Zajicek said: “I think 
the MS Society is failing in 
its obligation to support 
treatments for patients. 


The “report comes» amid 
increasing closures of private 
care homes in the last five years: 

Laing said the care home 
market needs to be stabilised. 

He said: “Failure to do so 
will create further emotional 
and financial distress for older 
people who need residential 
Cates 

He has proposed an alterna- 
tive method for calculating 
council payments in which the 


and Rel 
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“Tam very disappointed, not 
for myself but for the patients.” 

The MS Society now says it 
will fund the drugs for people 
coming off the trial while 
Dr Zajicek submits a new 
application. 

Meanwhile, in May, it was 
announced that the National 
Institute for Clinical Excellence 
is to examine whether 
cannabis-based drugs should be 
recommended for treatment of 
MS symptoms. 

And the Home Affairs Select 
Committee also recommended 
in May that cannabis should 
be downgraded from a class B 
to a class C drug. 


Care homes underfunded 


average price for a nursing 
home place would rise from 
£385 to £459 per week. 

But health minister Jacqui 
Smith claimed that the budget 
announcement of an annual six 
per cent rise in social services 
funds for the next three years, 
along with a £300m cash boost 
announced last year, would 
help keep homes open. 

* Calculating a fair price for 
care, £13.70, tel: 01235 465500 
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We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 
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Good sport: Jamie Keen, 12, played Boccia in a sports festival 


organised by Elmbridge Council. He was helped by Kristie Garrett. | 


Gardener gets time 


A TV gardener who indecently 
assaulted a young man with a 
learning disability has been 
jailed for two-and-a-half years. 
Dennis Cornish, 61, Carlton 
West Country’s TV gardener, 
was found guilty of two assaults. 
His victim had been taking 
part in a horticultural training 
project next to Cornish’s garden 
centre in Stoke Gabriel, Devon. 


ence 


Cornish was cleared of three 
similar offences and the jury 
failed to reach a verdict on two 
more, all against young men 
with learning disabilities. 

Cornish, of Broad Path, 
Stoke Gabriel, also admitted to 
indecently assaulting a boy in 
the 1960s. 

His TV contract has not 
been renewed. 
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PowerchairS 


Est 1982 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


| 


News 5 


The government has intervened 
to avoid the closure of a factory, 
backed by the late Queen 
Mother, that employed 42 
disabled people. 

The factory in Surrey, previ- 
ously run by the Queen 
Elizabeth’s Foundation (QEF), is 
to be taken over by Royal British 
Legion Industries (RBLI) after 
encouragement from the em- 
ployment service Jobcentre Plus. 

In March, the QEF an- 
nounced that the factory, which 
faced a £365,000 deficit, would 
close (DN, April), blaming gov- 
ernment underfunding. There 
was anger at the initial govern- 
ment response that financial 
problems were down to the QEE 

John Quin, chief executive of 
the RBLI, said no extra money 
came from the government, but 
added: “It was Jobcentre Plus 


\ who got in touch, saying that the 
_ factory was going to close and 


could I do anything about it?” 
The RBLI offered jobs to all 


- 42 disabled staff, though eight 
_ have not taken them up. 


Sharon Elliott, a member of 
staff, said: “I feel absolutely 
relieved. A lot of people here 
just wouldn’t stand a chance in 
open employment. 


z Vi . 
ping the disabled 
the | in The Bailiwick 
Di nee = Pete 
FOR CHAR! | 1 
10 UABLE 


66 
THE DISA a8 ED @ 
Canine Paton! Independence 
SAFA Forces Help ; The Royal British Legion 


The Inca trail: Assistance dog Inca and scooter user David Beard 
did a 100-mile trek round Guernsey to raise money for charities, 
including Canine Partners for Independence in June. 


Fairness in question 


New guidance for assessing 
people’s needs could 
fail to improve their lives, a 
national charity has said. 

The Department of Health 


care 


guidance* provides councils 
with a framework for deciding 
who should receive services, 
such as help with personal care. 
It divides people into four 
bands based on risk to their 
independence — critical, sub- 
stantial, moderate and low. 
The government claims it 
will make the system “fairer 


and more consistent” across the 


Pete h has been 0 


4 ie Gis 


country, but says councils 
still take 
adult social 


should 
of their 
budget. Councils have been 


account 
care 


told to act on the guidance by 
April 2003. 

Brian McGinnis, special 
adviser for Mencap, said the 
“artificial” divisions may mean 
that assistance will be denied to 
those who “ 
perate: 
emphasises 
that councils should not wait 
for crises before providing help. 


are not quite des- 
. But he also said it 


“ 


quite helpfully” 


*www.doh.gov.uk/scg/facs/ 
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Queen’s 


More than 30 people from the 
disability world have been 
recognised in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours. 

Sam Gallop (below), already 
an OBE, was made a CBE, for 
services to disabled people. 

He said the award was “a 
tribute to all the wonderful 
people and organisations in the 
disability field that I have the 
pleasure and the privilege of 
. These include 
emPOWER, Limbless 
Association, the deaf charity 
Aim Hi and the Blond McIndoe 
Burns Research Centre. 

Cliff Prior, chief executive of 
the National Schizophrenia 
Fellowship, also received a CBE. 

Ann Darnbrough (right), 
director of National 
Information Forum and a DN 
columnist, received an OBE. 

She said: 


working with” 
the 


the 


“T have worked all 


To receive a FREE information pack simply 
ring our Lo-call number 0845 608 8020 
or fill in the coupon below 


honours 


these years with many disabled 


people both in this country and 
in other countries. It is exciting 
that it has been noticed.” 

James Partridge, founder 
and}.)chref M executives ot 
Changing Faces, said his OBE 
was an accolade for the chari- 
ty’s work over the last 10 years. 

Gordon Neale, chief execu- 
tive of Disability Sport 
England, received an OBE. 

And Anthony 
received an OBE for services to 


Kennan 


the Disabled Persons Transport 
Advisory Committee. 

MBEs 
Maynard Campbell, former 


included: Susan 


ehain 5 Of wethe wlAdvisory 
Committee for Disabled People 
in Employment and Training; 
Theresa Moore, for services to 
the Disability Times Trust; and 
Peter Royle, general manager of 


: Sac the charity ENHAM Industries. 
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6 News 


Kids miss fun 


staying 


me J 
ee 
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Nearly 80 per cent of disabled 
children have never been to a 
football match, a report has 
revealed. 

The Everybody 
Here?*, by charity Contact a 
Family, found that 73 per cent 
do not go on outings because of 
long queues and that 70 per 
cent of teenagers cannot attend 
a youth club. The report is 
based on 1,000 survey responses 
by parents of disabled children. 

Francine Bates, chief execu- 
tive of Contact a Family, said 
the findings were “unaccept- 
able”. She added: “We are call- 
ing on all leisure providers to 


report 
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look at their services and put in 
place an inclusive strategy 
which welcomes and accommo- 
dates children and young 
people of all abilities.” 

The survey found that bowl- 
ing alleys usually had the best 
facilities for disabled children, 
while the worst facilities were 
at parks and playgrounds. 

Among major attractions, 
Legoland in Windsor received 
the most praise, but only 
a minority of parents had 
travelled far afield to visit such 
an attraction. 

* www.cafamily.org.uk or £5 
tel: 020 7608 8700 
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Jubilee grumbles 


A disabled woman claims she 
was stopped from taking part 
in the Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
procession. 

Wheelchair 
Cooper, 58, said she was told 
that for safety reasons, wheel- 
chair users could not be part of 
the 5,000-strong Gospel Choir 
which led the Queen down the 
Mall on 4 June. 

She was told participants 
needed to move at a brisk pace 
and would then need to stay in 
the same place for one-and-a- 
half hours. 


user Irene 


Ms Cooper said: “It would 
have been a wonderful occasion 
and something I could never 
have done again. I think it was 
unfair.” 

A spokesman for the Jubilee 
Weekend Trust (JWT) said: 
“We judged that it would be 
difficult for someone in a 
wheelchair.” 

Disabled people and wheel- 
chair users had been encour- 
aged to take part in other parts 
of the procession, he said. 

Meanwhile, some people 
have complained that organis- 


were at the heart of the Jubilee celebrations on the Mall. 


Stars deceive 
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email: clairejohnson@helpinghand.co.uk 


Please contact me for further details about the Fingerform chairs: 
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Disability rights campaigners 
say the new star ratings for 
social services departments are 
misleading and inaccurate. 

England’s 150 social services 
departments were each given a 
rating of three, two, one or no 
stars by the Social Services 
Inspectorate, along with a 
judgement on how well they 
deliver services. 

But David Colley, chair of 
the British Council of Disabled 
People, said that many councils 
which performed well in the 
ratings were cutting services for 
disabled people. 

He said: “I think the star 
system is more concerned with 
the bureaucracies and policies 
concerning community care 
rather than the actual quality of 


ers went back on a plan to 
provide a raised viewing 
platform for wheelchair users. 
Caroline Rowland went with | 
her brother Stuart Rowland, | 
37, who has cerebral palsy and + 
a learning disability. She said: | 
“My brother saw nothing.” 
The JWT spokesman said it | 
had not wanted to segregate © 
disabled people, and stewards © 
had been briefed to show | 
disabled people the best places, | 
but wheelchair user ar 
Shook, 44, said many were | 
unable to help. : 


ee 


the services that disabled people 
are getting.” 

The eight councils with three 
stars — including Cornwall and 
Sunderland — will be given 
greater freedom and flexibility. 

And’ the: Social*Services 
Inspectorate will work closely 
with the ten zero-rated councils. 
In some cases, it will send in 
consultants to improve their 
performance. 

One of the ten poorest 
performers was Haringey in 
London. Gabrielle Bosley, chair 
of Haringey Mind, said that 
mental health service users had 
experienced “serious communi- 
cation problems” within the 
council and social services. 
They were working with Har- 
ingey to improve the situation. 


New autism network 


A leading charity has launched 
a new service to support people 
caring for children and adults 
with autism. 

The National Autistic 

Society’s Help!* scheme will 
offer advice and information to 


parents and carers of adults 
and children from the age of 
five upwards who have been 
newly diagnosed with an autis- 
tic spectrum disorder. 

* Helpline, tel: 0870 600 8585, 
Monday to Friday, 10am to 4pm 


News 7 


Carer concerns 


Female carers are more likely to 
be depressed or anxious than 
women who do not have a car- 
ing role, according to new 
government research*. 

The Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) said female 
carers were 23 per cent more 
likely to report neurotic symp- 
toms than women the same age 

_who were not caring for rela- 
tives or friends. But male carers 
were no more likely to report 

mental health problems than 
men who were not carers. 


The report coincided with 
National Carers Week, which 
took place 10-16 June. 

A second ONS report said 
there were 6.8 million adult 
carers, and nearly one in 
20 adults was spending 20 or 
more hours per week on 
caring tasks. 

Paul Burstow MP, Liberal 
Democrat spokesman for older 
people, said the government had 
failed to fulfil an election mani- 
festo pledge to look at setting 
up a fund to support carers. 


Burstow said: “It is a nation- 
al scandal that carers who are 
willing to give up years of their 
lives and sacrifice their own 
health in the process are not 
recognised for their contribu- 
tion to society.” 

A Department of Health 
spokeswoman acknowledged 
that the government needed to 
do “much more” to support 
carers and said the develop- 
ment of the fund was ‘ 
review”. 


‘under 


*www.statistics.gov.uk 


Transport is key 
Nearly half of disabled people 
say transport is the most 


important issue of local 
concern to them, a report has 
found. 

But the study by the 
Disabled Persons Transport 
Advisory Committee found 
that, of 989 people questioned, 
only 21 per cent think 
transport planners give the 
right amount of attention to 
disabled people. 
www.dptac.gov.uk 


On course 

Middlesex University is to 
launch the first-ever degree to 
create “super-skilled” commu- 
nicators to help deaf people 
to study. 

The degree, which starts 
in September, includes deaf 
studies and a range of commu- 
nication modules, including 
interpreting. It is a collabora- 
tion with the City Literary 
Institute based in London. 

For more information, contact 
Jenny Pearce, tel: 020 8411 5473, 
email: j.pearce@mdx.ac.uk 


Cool cash! 
A lottery grant of £116,000 is 
to help 3,000 disabled children 
to go to performing arts 
productions. 

he @money Shasy, been 
awarded to Happy Days 
Children’s Charity, as part of a 
larger £2 million lottery-funded 
charity project to allow 50,000 
youngsters to attend arts 
performances. 
Happy Days, tel: 0870 770 0323. 


Brittle bone call 

The government must spend 
more on treatment and preven- 
tion of the brittle bone 
condition osteoporosis, a chari- 
ty has said. 

The National Osteoporosis 
Society said 800,000 fractures 
occur every year because of the 
condition. 


Autistic kids 
let down by 
poor training 


Children with autism are being 
excluded from school because 
teaching staff are not being 
trained how to look after them. 

The National Autistic 
Society (NAS) spoke out as the 
government’s social exclusion 
unit reported a rise in the 
overall number of children 
being expelled. 

NAS research has shown one 
in five children with autism are 
excluded from school, 20 times 
the national average. 

This is often because they 
become “frustrated and disrup- 
tive” without trained teachers 
and assistants and specialist 
support. 

The NAS says local authori- 
ties should do more to provide 
this training and support. 

And it warned that parents 
might sue schools that expel 
children with autism, once new 
disability discrimination laws 
are introduced in September. 

Judith Barnard, NAS direc- 
tor of policy and public affairs, 
said: “Schools and local author- 
ities will no longer be able to 
use exclusion as a means of 
ducking their responsibilities 
towards children with autism 


and other disabled children.” 


Housing 
bomb 
ticks on 


A charity is warning of a poten- 
tial housing crisis, after 50 per 
cent of councils admitted they 
did not know how many learn- 
ing disabled people in their area 
lived with elderly parents. 

The charity Mencap based 
this figure on responses by 92 
English local authorities. It said 
it would take 30 years at the 
current rate of planning for 
local authorities to provide 
enough alternative housing for 
learning disabled people living 
with parents over the age of 70. 

The Housing Timebomb* 
report revealed that only 227 
places per year are planned, 
while government figures show 
29,000 learning disabled people 
living with elderly parents. 

Mencap chief executive Fred 
Heddell said: “Local councils 
are doing too little too late, 
which means parents are living 
in fear for the future.” 

The news comes despite the 
government’s learning disability 
white paper Valuing People 
calling on local authorities to 
make alternative housing plans. 
*Free, tel: O808 808 1111. 


Hi 4 ier 


Included in this price: 
Matinee Pantomime 
Breakfast 

A ’ day tour of London 
An opportunity for Xmas Shopping 


Bookings must be made by August 2nd 


Christmas . Crackers 


yO 


fe ot) 
CANCDONE ~*~ 


JUST £99.00 Per Person 14th & 15th December 2002 


A Traditional Christmas Meal 
Overnight Accommodation 
Adapted transport throughout 


Can Be Done Ltd, 11 Woodcock Hill, Harrow, HA3 OXP 
Tel: 020 8907 2400 = Email: holidays@canbedone.co.uk Cc 
Fax: 020 8909 1854 = Web: www.canbedone.co.uk p. 


Computer care: Prime Minister’s wife Cherie Booth launched 


Carers Online, a website developed by Carers UK to provide 
internet help to the UK’s carers. www.carersonline.org.uk 


Deaths ‘avoidable’ 


A charity has called for urgent 
action after it emerged that 59 
per cent of epilepsy-related 
deaths in children may have 
been avoidable. 

The report, published by the 
government’s National Institute 
for Clinical Excellence and 
coordinated by Epilepsy 
Bereaved, also found that 39 
per cent of adult deaths might 
have been avoided. 

It highlights poor drug 
management and inadequate 
specialist care. 

Professor David Fish, con- 
sultant neurologist at the 
National Hospital in London 
and co-author, said: “The 
report found failures in the pro- 
vision of care all through the 


system. It concluded that poor 
epilepsy management resulted 
in a substantial number of 
potentially avoidable deaths.” 

The study looked at 2,412 
epilepsy-related deaths in 
the UK. There are about 1,000 
of these deaths each year. 

Philip Lee, chief executive of 
Epilepsy Action (EA), said: 
“This confirms our worst 
fears.” 

While Sir Liam Donaldson, 
the chief medical officer, said 
that he would publish an action 
plan within three months, EA 
called for extra cash to be spent 
to provide more neurologists. 
The National Sentinel Clinical 
Audit into Epilepsy-Related 
Death, www.epilepsy.org.uk 


DON’T LEAVE HOME 
WITHOUT 
YOUR COMPANION .... 


COMPANION 


© Ideal for trips to the shopping centre or days out 


© Fits most car boots 
© Travels up to 10 miles 


¢ FREE home demonstration 


freefiider 


working together 


FREERIDER (UK) LIMITED, FREEPOST MID 16 
\. CORBY, NORTHANTS NN17 4BR 


web site: www.freerider.co.uk 
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Helping hound: Dora the greyhound visited Frank Barnes School 
for Deaf Children as part of a scheme called Pets As Therapy. 


3 in I help for bladder 
and bowel problems 


September 
4th and 5th 
University of Derby 


The I[ncontact 
conference 
will bring together 
¢ Consumers and carers 


* Health professionals 
* Companies and manufacturers 


The Incontact 
conference will provide 


* Information and advice 
* Exhibition and displays 
° Discussion and support 


The Incontact 
conference will 
look at 
¢ Treatment and cure 
* Products and management 
* Consumer involvement 
and support 


For more information, 
call Incontact on 
0870 770 3246 or 

e-mail info@incontact.org 
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Letter from Brussels 


ne role of the All-Party 
Disability Group is to 
ensure that disability is 


included in European pro- 
grammes when policy-makers 
forget — as they always do. 

So when the four-year, £10 
billion research and develop- 
ment programme was debated 
last month — the European 
Union’s (EU) third largest 
spending area — disabled people 
had been missed out altogether. 

Yet up to 1994, £17 million 
had been targeted for “technol- 
ogy initiatives for disabled peo- 
ple”, which supported 55 dif- 
ferent projects around Europe, 
mainly developing assistive 
devices for independent living. 

Euro MPs were persuaded to 
mainstream disability across 
the whole research programme. 
But despite their good inten- 
tions, disability research plum- 
meted from 1995 onwards, with 
only two successful bids up to 
2000 — and a quarter of the 
money went unused. We need 
to campaign for specific disabil- 
ity services and mainstreaming 
at the same time. 

Last month, the European 


After a fight, disability has 
been included in the latest 
EU research programme, 
says Richard Howitt 


Parliament voted disability 
action back into the pro- 
gramme, including an empha- 
sis on “equal access”. 

We won an agreement for 
disability-related research for 
new modes of transport, and 
information and communica- 
tion technologies. We were 
especially pleased about the 
requirement that disabled peo- 
ple be involved in preparing 
bids for projects. This will guar- 
antee representation for dis- 
abled people and organisations 
in genetics and biotechnology. 

New proposals include 
learning opportunities for dis- 
abled people in residential 
homes; studies to show the 
changing nature of the disabili- 
ty population; and improving 
access to the built environment. 

In a programme supporting 
European action in space, 
global climate change and 
“intelligent” technologies, we 
ensured that disability-related 
research was included. 

The money is available from 
November. It is now up to dis- 
ability organisations and oth- 
ers to take up the challenge. 


Richard Howitt MEP is president of the European Parliament 
All-Party Disability Group, email: ep@edf-feph.org 


Living Independently at Home 


We are experts in providing Living-In Care for people who want 
to stay at home and need help to do so - 24 hours a day, 


seven days a week, for weeks, months or years 


We have well trained carers available, often at short notice 


We visit to assess your own particular needs and work 
with you to choose the right sort of carers 


We give continuity of care. Enjoy peace of mind 


and security with our trained carers 


News 
review 


DN rounds up 
news covered 
in the main- 
stream media 
over the last 
few weeks 


Eye protest 


The National Institute for | 


Clinical Excellence (NICE) 


was criticised for suggesting | 


treatment for a major cause 
of blindness should be 
restricted. 

NICE said use of photo- 
dynamic therapy for wet 
age-related macular degener- 
ation should only be used on 
the eye that is less severely 
affected. Campaigners said 
people would be left to go 
blind in their other eye. 


Gulf War win 


A pensions tribunal finally 
recognised the existence of 
Gulf War Syndrome. 

The War Pensions Appeal 
Tribunal found that veteran 


Shaun Rusling had Gulf War - 


Syndrome (GWS) and should 
get an army pension. His 
application was originally 
turned down nine years ago. 
Campaigners said the 


decision could help thou-- 


sands of other veterans. 
The Ministry of Defence 
is examining the ruling. 


MMR — ‘no link’ 


There is no evidence that the 
combined measles, mumps 
and rubella (MMR) vaccine 
is linked to autism or bowel 
disease; staccording) | ite 
researchers who carried out 
the biggest review of 
scientific evidence so far. 

But the findings, published 
in Clinical Evidence, found 
strong evidence that MMR 
vaccinations “virtually elimi- 
nate” the risk of measles. 

The National Autistic 
Society responded by calling 
for studies into why many 
children with autism also 
have bowel diseases. 


Acid assessment 
The Food Standards Agency 
announced it could not yet 
recommend that flour 
should be fortified with 
folic acid. 

It said risks could out- 
weigh the benefits, such as 
cutting the chance of babies 
developing spina bifida. 

Increasing folic acid in 
food could make it harder to 
spot vitamin B12 deficiency 
in older people, it said. 


News 9 


Piece of cake: TV presenter and gardener Jim McColl launched 
Thrive Scotland with Thrive’s Scottish development manager, 
Fiona Thackeray. The charity will support gardening projects for 
disabled, disadvantaged and older people. www.thrive.org.uk 


Parent protest 


Parents with learning disabili- 
ties have launched a national 
campaign condemning social 
services for their 
children away. 

Members of Fighting for our 
Children want social services to 
offer them better support. 

Many of them have had their 
children taken into care and 


taking 


they want help to look after 
them instead. 

They have organised a 
petition to give to Prime 
Minister Tony Blair. 

One woman, whose children 
have been adopted against her 
wishes and who cannot be 
named, said: “I lost my children 
rather than getting help from 
social services. They would 
rather take my children away. 


I was angry and annoyed. It’s 
totally unfair.” 

The parents are members of 
national charity Change, 
which campaigns for people 
learning disabilities, 
particularly those with sensory 


with 


impairments. 

The National Centre for 
Disabled Parents (NCDP) is 
increasingly receiving calls on 
the issue from parents with 
learning disabilities. 

Michelle Wates, an NCDP 
researcher, said that such 
parents “are very committed to 
their children’s welfare and have 
often looked very hard and 
unsuccessfully for support”. 
Change, tel: 0113 243 0202, 
minicom: 0113 243 2225. 
NCDB tel: 0800 018 4730. 


Reading rights 


The government must set up a 
£20 million fund to help blind 
and visually impaired people 
read, a national charity has said. 

The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind (RNIB) made the 
demand as part of its new 
Right to Read campaign. 

In a report, The Right to 
Read*, the RNIB claims only 
two per cent of books are avail- 
able in large-print or audio for- 
mat, while people have to rely on 
charities for Braille books. 

A further report, A Closed 
Book”, claims large-print and 
audio stocks in libraries are 


falling through lack of funds. 
Dan Vale, RNIB campaigns 
manager, said: “This is an unac- 
ceptable infringement of human 
rights. We want blind and par- 
tially sighted people to be able 
to read the same books at the 
same time as sighted people.” 
The charity is also demand- 
ing that VAT on audio books is 
abolished to come into line with 
print books, and that audio and 
large-print books make up 
five per cent of library stocks 
by 2010. 
* Both free, tel: 020 7391 2123. 
www.rnib.orguk/righttoread 


Charities merge 


Two charities that work with 


deaf youngsters are to merge. 
The National Deaf 

Children’s Society, which works 

with young children, will join 

Friends for Young Deaf People, 

which focuses on young adults. 
A date has yet to be set. 


Jones hits the road 
The chief executive of the 
Social Care Institute for 
Excellence, Professor Ray 
Jones, is to quit his post over a 
contractual dispute. 

He will rejoin Wiltshire 
County Council as director of 
adult and community services. 

Jane Campbell, chair of the 
institute, said Prof Jones felt his 
contract “left him somewhat 
vulnerable” financially. 


5 he dream 


..... 1S now a reality 


Drive directly from your own wheelchair 


It’s unique, a fully automated Drive from Wheelchair solution is here - Suzuki Life and 
it is set to revolutionise the lifestyle options for many with disabilities. 
Its a car, take a look for yourself and you will hardly be able to spot the difference 
and what's more neither will anyone else. But on the inside it is very special indeed. 
Fully automated, remotely controlled tailgate and fold out ramp systems give 
instant access to the radically modified lowered floorpan - right up to the driving 
position where the wheelchair is automatically locked down. Press the button to close the 
tailgate, press another to release the handbrake, engage the automatic gearbox and you're away. 
Just 30 seconds or so, including time for you and your two passengers to fasten their seatbelts. 


SULZUIM 


“ Making Life a little easier “ 


... and our range of Liberty 


wheelchair accessible vehicles is legendary 


The aim at Jubilee is to provide the best engineered products in the UK along with the very best value for money. 
Our Liberty Range is widely acknowledged as being the most innovative and well built mobility vehicles ever seen. 
Why compromise on style and comfort ? Now you can enjoy the ultimate travel experience ; whatever your needs. 


Mercedes Benz V Class 


Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV 
from just £20,995 on the road 


Drive from wheelchair luxury MPV 


from just £28,995 on the road 


Seat Alhambra 


Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV 


for £1 9,795 on the road 2 


5 seated + wheelchair 


They’re great for scooters too 


ie Vauxhall Agila & Suzuki Wagon R 
Wheelchair accessible motor car 


just £9,995 on the road 


Also available in automatic 


They’re great for scooters too 


Ask about our Low Deposit and even NO DEPOSIT .. . Mobility Finance Deals 


“No compromise, wheelchair accessible motor cars from the people who really care 
Please 


call now 0121 502 TA 
BEB I (LEE = 


T, he Roy ea G 


| Agotability| 
ACCREDITED 
Or visit our website www. jubileeauto.co,uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group, Woden Road South, Wednentt West Midlands, (2 miles from junct.1 M5 or junct.9 M6 Motorway) 


oe 
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10 News 


Access all areas 


One in eight councils in 
England has no buildings with 
access features for disabled 
people, according to a new 
report. 

The report Equality and 
Diversity* by the Audit 
Commission (AC) looked at a 
wide range of access and 
equality found 
that only a quarter of the 


issues. It 


average local authority’s build- 
ings were accessible. Big city 
councils were the worst 
performers. 


Under the Disability 


Discrimination Act, councils 
must make reasonable adjust- 
ments to ensure their buildings 
are accessible by 2004. 

A Disability Rights Commis- 
sion spokesman said there was 
“concern” that some councils 
were “not doing very much at 
all” to prepare for 2004. 

The report also said that, in 
2000/01, only two per cent 
of council employees were 
disabled. 

But it did find that councils 
were making progress on road 
safety, with improvements such 


as dropped kerbs and tactile 
surfaces. 

And the percentage of state- 
ments of special educational 
needs prepared within 18 weeks 
rose from 53 per cent in 1999/00 
to 57 per cent in 2000/01. 

Andrew Foster, AC con- 
troller, said: “It is pleasing that 
progress has been made on 
pedestrian crossings, but many 
councils need to reflect the com- 
position of the population in 
their workforce, and to make 
their buildings accessible.” 
*www.audit-commission.gov.uR 


The Princess and the eats The Princess al ee the cae 
a new Hearing Dogs for Deaf People training centre in June. 


£1m cash for kids|Belgians go Dutch 


A £1 million pilot project will 
aim to improve support for dis- 
abled children under two. 

The government scheme was 
announced by Early Years and 
School Standards Minister 
Catherine Ashton and is aimed 
at showing how education and 
other agencies can work togeth- 
er to help disabled children. 

It will provide early identifi- 
cation and support to help 
language development. 

It will also pay for key- 
workers, so that parents have a 
single point of contact when 
trying to get support from a 
variety of services. And it will 
help improve the information 
that parents get at the point of 
diagnosis and afterwards. 

Ashton said: “Positive, coor- 
dinated support from an early 


age can transform a child’s 
life.” 
Two-thirds of the money 
will be spent on deaf children. 
To support this work, the 
Department for Education and 
Skills (DfES) has issued draft 
guidance for local education 
authorities developing early 
intervention/support services for 
deaf children*. And the DfES 
and Department of Health have 
also issued the draft guidance 
Together From the Start — 
Practical Guidance for 
Professionals Working with 
Disabled Children (Birth to 2)** 
Both documents are out for 
consultation. 
For the consultation papers, 
tel: 0845 602 2260. 
* quote DfES 0183/2002. 
™ quote DfES 0184/2002. 


Belgium has followed the 
Netherlands by becoming the 
second country in the world to 
legalise “mercy killings”. 

Under a new law which will 
come into force in three 
months, people will be able to 
ask a doctor to kill them. 

The individual must be over 
18 and experiencing unbearable 
“physical or psychological pain 
or suffering” for which there is 
no cure. 

Doctors must seek a second 
opinion and, in the case of peo- 
ple who do not face death in 
the short term, they must 
also seek the opinion of a spe- 
cialist in the person’s condition. 
A Belgium government 
spokesperson said the condi- 
tion must be terminal. 


A special commission will 
review all cases after the death 
of the patient, and living wills 
will also be allowed so that 
people can make a prior 
request for euthanasia in case 
they become incapacitated. 

Despite these safeguards, 
Rachel Hurst, director of 
London-based Disability 
Awareness in Action, said such 
laws made it easier to get rid of 
disabled people. 

She said: “I’m totally against 
it. I think it is dreadful that 
yet another euthanasia act 
is coming into force in 
Europe. 

“It is an extremely good 
excuse for not providing the 
proper services and support for 
people who need it.” 
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If you would like to learn more 
about BP, please telephone 
our Distribution Services on 
0870 241 3269 for a free copy 
of our audio cassette which 
gives highlights from our 
Annual Report 2001. 
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Depression 
book lands 
Mind award 


A book about depression has | 
won the 21st Mind Book of the | 
Year Award. | 

The Noonday Demon: An 
Anatomy of Depression by 
Andrew Solomon took the | 
prize in May. | 

It gives an account of the | 
author’s own experience of 
depression. 

The charity also handed out 
awards to the media, and a 
Sunday People article in 
January 2001 was singled out 
for criticism. The article about 
changes to the Mental Health 
Act focused on reoffending by 
mentally ill people released 
from prison or hospital. It was 
accompanied by the headline 
“200 vicious attacks by psychos 
we let go free”. 

Adam James, one of the 
judges, said: “The paper has 
proved masterful at reinforcing 
the tired stereotype that all psy- 
chiatric patients are mad, bad 
and dangerous.” 

The paper said: “The story 
reported government statistics 
and comments made by [Crime 
Minister] Lord Bassam about 
crimes committed by violent 
offenders released from prison 
and mental hospitals. 

“It brought to the public’s 
attention the fact that — up to 
that point — this was a situation 
that had not been properly 
addressed.” 

This year’s Journalist of the 
Year award went to Sarah 
Bosely of The Guardian. 


Got some news? 
Send it to Disability Now, 
6 Market Road, London 
N7 9PW, 


fax: 020 7619 7331, 
email: editor@ 
disabilitynow.org.uk 


drugs 
scandal 


Campaigners are demanding a 
Scottish Executive inquiry into 
why people with autism are 
being wrongly treated with 
powerful drugs used to treat 
/ mental health problems. 

James Mackie, a Conserva- 
tive politician, has petitioned 
the Scottish Parliament to 
demand the inquiry. 

He claims many autistic 
people in Scotland are being 
detained in mental health 
wards by psychiatrists with no 
training or expertise in autism, 
. and are then treated with cock- 

tails of inappropriate drugs. 

He said: “Family reports 
; show the long-term unmoni- 

tored use of these drugs leaves 
people with autism so mentally 
_and physically damaged they 
' have no quality of life, requir- 
_ ing permanent 24-hour care.” 
The Scottish Executive has 
1 made a “detailed response” to 
| the petitions committee of the 
Parliament, but declined to 
comment until that response 
has been made public. 

Murdo Fraser, a Conservative 
MSP backing the petition, said: 
“We are getting people ending 
up in psychiatric care who are 
not being properly treated and 
nobody seems to care. 

“What is going on in these 
cases is absolutely horrendous 
and the authorities are simply 
not paying any attention.” 

The National Autistic Society 
said it was concerned about the 
issue, and has called for training 
for psychiatrists in identifying 
autistic spectrum disorders. 


Chances are 

Northern Ireland’s Minister for 

Health, Social Services and 

Public Safety Bairbre de Brun 
has launched the report A Fair 
| Chance,* aimed at improving 


~ equal provision for people with 
learning disabilities. 

The report was produced in 
consultation with people who 
have learning disabilities. 

* www.dhsspsni.gov.uk 


Access at all hours 
The country’s first 24-hour 
wheelchair accessible transport 
service has been launched in 
Hertfordshire. 

The charity Hertfordshire 
Action on Disability (HAD) 
have adapted four minibuses to 
carry two wheelchairs and 
three seated passengers. 

HAD’s transport information 
line, tel: 01707 375159 


Scottish 


er‘ 

NS : 
Streets of London: Volunteer cyclists Graeme Wolman, 47, who has 
a learning disability, and Donna Ryan, 33, helped raise £55,000 for 
charities the Down’s Syndrome Association and Norwood, by 


cycling around famous sites from the Monopoly board in May. 


Positive project 


A coalition of charities is aim- 
ing to persuade 50 top London 
companies to sign up to a 
project to fight discrimination 
against people with HIV in the 
workplace. 

The three-year Positive 
Futures (PF) initiative was 
backed by Ken Livingstone, 
Mayor of London, at a seminar 
with business leaders in May. 

He said: “A third of people 
who are HIV positive fear 
discrimination from colleagues 
and employers if they find out 
their status. 


“This is despite the fact that 
discrimination on the basis of 
HIV is often illegal.” 

The Mayor’s London 
Development Agency is fund- 
ing PF, along with cash from 
the European Social Fund and 
the government. 

Allan Anderson, PF opera- 
tions manager, said: “We are 
trying to get more employers 
on board. What we intend to 
do over the next year is do 
training within the organisa- 
tions; id here isystill<a lot of 
ignorance about HIV.” 


CAN YOUR POWERCHAIR 


Experience 
the amazing 
Balder Finesse 
soon. Models to 
suit all ages. 
Variety of 
seating systems 
fitted 


Call Today 


01256 


767181 ~— 


Unit 24, Murrell Green Business Park 
London Road, Hook RG27 9GR 


Fax: 01256 768887 
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Welsh try 


The National Assembly for 
Wales has backed the idea of 
free personal care for older 
people, but it does not have the 
funds or the authority to imple- 
ment the policy. 

A report* by the Advisory 
Group on a Strategy for Older 
People in Wales recommended 
that personal care, such as 
bathing, dressing and conti- 
nence management, should be 
free for older people in residen- 
tial and nursing homes and 
those receiving domiciliary care. 

The Welsh Assembly govern- 
ment backed the report. But 
while it will introduce free 
nursing care by April 2003, it 
said the policy of free personal 
care is merely “an aspiration”. 

It claimed it does not have the 
funds to pay for it and it would 
also have to rely on Westminster 


introducing new legislation. 

The UK government has 
refused to make personal care 
free in England and Wales, 
although it will be introduced in 
Scotland from 1 July. 

Free personal care in Wales 
would cost up to £81 million a 
year, rising to as much as £181 
million by 2021. 

Health and social services 
minister Jane Hutt said that she 
endorsed the recommendation 
of the advisory group that “this 
issue will be addressed in the 
context of UK taxation and 
benefits policy and it would be 
impractical to take forward a 
policy of free personal care in 
Wales in current conditions”. 

A public consultation on the 
report will continue until early 
August. 

* www.wales.gov.uk 


London Recumbents 


.londonrecumbents.co.uk 


recumbents@aol.com 


A complete range of cycles for people with special needs 


Supporters of 


LWW 


Help the Aged 


Help the Aged is a registered charity no, 272786 
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Please send me details. 
For my household (] For a relative [1 


Name 


0800 715 124 EXT. 3863 


www.stannah.co.uk/stairlifts 


Choose Stannah 
slimmer by design. 


The new stairlifts 
from Stannah 

are the slimmest 4 
ever, making sg = 
them perfect 
for narrower 
staircases. 
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e New and reconditioned 

e Straight or curved staircases 

e Local service centres 

e Full guarantee @ Fast, clean installation 


FREEPHONE 


Address 


Postcode Tel. 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 3863, FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


Trust Stannah to make things easier. 
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NICE news twice 


A mental health charity has 
claimed victory in a 10-year 
battle to end the rationing of 
modern drugs for people with 
schizophrenia. 

The National Schizophrenia 
Fellowship (NSF) 
the decision by the National 


welcomed 


Institute for Clinical Excellence 
(NICE) 


of newer 


to recommend the use 
(atypical) antipsy- 
chotic medicines alongside 
existing, traditional drugs. 
NIC] 


drugs could cost the 


newer 
NHS 


an extra £70 million a year, but 


said the 


could lead to savings through 


cuts in in-patient care. 

Cliff Prior, chief executive of 
the NSF, said: 
been telling us for years that 
old-style typical medicines had 


“People have 


severe unacceptable side 

effects, 

choice by cost restrictions. 
“Now NICE has come out 


with clear guidance that can- 


but they were denied 


not be ignored.” 

NICE has also approved the 
use of synthetic human growth 
hormone for children with 
restricted growth. 

The treatment is used for 
children with growth hormone 


deficiency, Turner Syndrome, 
chronic renal insufficiency and 
Prader-Willi Syndrome. 

Meanwhile, the Department 
of Health and the Welsh 
Assembly have chosen a series 
of new subjects for NICE to 
address. 

They include treatments for 
chronic myeloid leukaemia 
and aggressive non Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma. NICE will also 
develop clinical guidelines on 
conditions including depres- 
sion in children and young 
people, Parkinson’s disease 
and osteoporosis. 


A charity has welcomed a “very 
promising” scientific break- 
through in the treatment of 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

Researchers say the drug 
GPP 
build up of a protein, SAP, that 


rapidly reduces the 


contributes to the development 
of the disease. 

In people with Alzheimer’s, 
these proteins fold themselves 
into a form that is unusable 
by the human body, leading to 
tissue damage and disease. 

An early 
CPHPC found that it lowers lev- 


clinical trial of 


els of the protein in the blood. 
Researchers from University 
College London and the phar- 


Jementia hop 


maceutical company Roche 
announced the breakthrough in 
the magazine Nature. 

Dr Richard Harvey, director 
of research for the Alzheimer’s 
Society,* said that more detailed 
studies were needed. 

One reason was that CPHPC 
may reduce levels of SAP in the 
blood, but may not reach the 
brain in sufficient quantities to 
have any effect. 

But he added: “ 
this is a very promising new 
treatment for both 
disease, and other conditions of 


Nevertheless, 
Alzheimer’s 


ageing, including diabetes.” 
* Alzheimer’s Society national 


helpline: 0845 3000 336 


e | Parental 


concern 


New research from a national 
charity suggests that parents 
are becoming increasingly con- 
cerned about the levels of stress 
and anxiety in their children. 
Parentline Plus, which offers 
support to parents, found that 
39 per centtot icallsicovits 
helpline* were from parents 
concerned about their child’s 
emotional or mental health. 
And more than two thirds of 
called the free, 
24-hour helpline were worried 
about their child’s challenging 
behaviour. 
*Tel: 0808 800 2222 0 
www .parentlineplus.org.uk 


parents who 


r visit 


@ the disability sports show 


CK. ET. 


stoneleigh- -park 


EXHIBITION AND CONFERENCE CENTRE - COVENTRY 


JULY 12th 13th 14th 2002 


0870 3331277 & 


(£5 in advance, £6.50 on the door. Group discounts available) ores aees 


disabilitynow July 2002 


AriaMett nc hah wuiidit cet Raitt ett mates tee Tee 


Disability sport England 
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Sense of achievement: 11-year-old Jonathan Harkness and volun-_ 
teer play-worker Sophie Lyness try out the revamped multi-sensory 
suite at the charity Disability Challengers in Guildford. The work 
was part-funded by energy company SEEBOARD. . 


Cp study underway 


New equipment aimed at 
improving posture in children 
with cerebral palsy may help 
avoid hip dislocations and 
surgery. 

The charity Action Research 
has awarded a grant of £150,000 
to test the theory in a study by 
Sussex-based Chailey Heritage 
Clinical Services (CHCS). 

CHCS will use equipment 
designed by its own engineers 
to help children with cerebral 
palsy (cp). 

Action Research has already 
funded a three-year study 
by Chailey Heritage, which 
tested its equipment on babies 
diagnosed with cp. 

The new funds will extend 
the study, letting researchers fol- 
low the children’s progress until 
they are at least five years old. 


Raheem is a Ugandan Muslim 
child and he is part of a family of 
4 children 


Raheem is an engaging 9-year-old boy. He 
can seem shy and withdrawn at times, 
other times he can be warm and friendly 
Raheem uses a limited amount of speech, 
but it is often not used spontaneously for 
communication. He will tend to repeat 
certain words used by other people and 
he can complete familiar phrases. Raheem 
tends to communicate more when he is in 
a smaller group. He is autistic and has a 


statement of special needs. 


Raheem enjoys making artworks with 
paper and material. He loves physical 
activity, especially swimming, dancing and 


listening to music. 


Parents of children involved in 
the study found the equipment | 
improved their posture, position- | 
ing, muscle strength and control, 
and increased their indepen- 
dence and feelings of well-being. 

If these initial results are 
confirmed in the second study, | 
researchers hope they could 
form the basis of national treat- 
ment guidelines. 

Research physiotherapist 
Terry Poutney said: “If children 
are positioned well from an 
early age and encouraged to 
play in a way that helps them to 
improve their posture and 
muscle control, they can be 
helped to achieve more things 
for themselves. 

“The idea is to intervene 
early, rather than wait until 
surgery is required.” 


His favourite TV programmes are cartoons 
and “Barney”. Raheem has a good 
appetite. He gets on well with classmates 
and can also be solitary and happy with 
his own company and he has his favourite 


seat where he likes to sit. 
What We Need for Raheem: 


We are seeking an African/African 
Caribbean family to adopt Raheem who can 
reflect his cultural and ethnic identity. The 
family need to understand his needs, be 


patient and provide security, love and care 


We would wish to have Raheem adopted, 
but if it becomes really necessary, we 
would consider a long-term foster 
placement for him. Raheem needs to 
remain in contact via letterbox with his 
mother, his full sibling and his two half 
siblings. Adoption Allowance may be 
payable.Legal Status: Raheem and his 
siblings are on an Interim Care Order. 


Contact Cecilia Schreuder 
Social Worker 


Ealing Fostering & Adoption 
Connections, Acton Town Hall, 
Winchester Street, Acton W3 6NE 


Tel: 020 8579 2424 ext 36167 


EALING 
FOSTERING 
& ADOPTION 
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Survivor 


Disasters and terrorist attacks are 
devastating at the time, but for many 
who live through them, that is only the 
beginning. Rod Hermeston investigates 


he sight of yet another 
wrecked train and the 
grim death toll at Potters 


Bar in May was depressingly 


familiar. 

The crash had its share of 
bereaved relatives and survivors. 

Whether coming through a 
rail or air disaster, a crush in a 
football ground or even a 
bomb, those who survive have a 
battle on their hands. They have 


to deal with the horror of what 


they have seen and experienced, 

and sometimes with the sudden 

and violent onset of disability. 
Dr Anne Eyre is a trauma 


specialist focussing on emer- 
/gency management and a sur- 
_vivor of the Hillsborough disas- 
ter. She was psychologically 
traumatised though not harmed 


physically. 

She says many survivors will 
experience Acute Stress Dis- 
order. In the first few days, peo- 
ple can feel vulnerable, numb, 
with an “overwhelming sense of 
disbelief.” They are in a state of 
shock and they may become for- 
getful about the incident. It can 


affect relationships and eating. 

These are normal reactions, 
but in a minority of cases, the 
symptoms continue over a long 
period. This is known as Post 
Traumatic Stress 
(PTSD). 

Again, they may not eat or 
sleep well and may have intrusive 
memories where they are think- 
ing about the incident all the 
time. They may also avoid things 
associated with the incident. 


Disorder 


Most people do not get 
PTSD, according to Eyre, but at 
its worst, she says: “People may 
be unable to leave the house. It 
is equivalent to a breakdown 
because they are sometimes so 
traumatised.” 

She says there is a shortage 
of specialist clinics dealing with 
traumatic stress, but adds: 
“Another consequence of sur- 
viving a traumatic event which 
is just being recognised now is 
post traumatic growth. Many 
people have positive changes in 
their lives as a result of their 
changing physical and emo- 
tional well being.” 


PA PHOTOS 


There are many physical 
disabilities that can result from 
a major incident, including 
disfigurement, the loss of a 
limb or spinal injuries. 

James Partridge, chief execu- 


After the crash: The train that crashed at 


Welcome to 
Potters Bar | 


ey 


ferently to them in the hospital 
or when they go into public 
view. You can feel very self-con- 
scious in those situations. ” 
The majority of people make 
good psychological and social 


Potters Bar in May was a grim reminder of previous rail accidents. 


people’s emotional reactions to 
an injury vary hugely. 

A spinally injured person’s 
recovery can take twice as long 
unless they are admitted to a 
specialist spinal unit, she adds. 


‘People may be unable to leave the house. It is equivalent to a breakdown 
because they are sometimes so traumatised’ 


tive of the charity Changing 
Faces, which supports people 
with disfigurements, says peo- 
ple are most concerned with 
their immediate survival after 
an incident. Concerns about 
appearance come later. 

He says: “Survivors will talk 
about looking in the mirror or 
shop windows, or recognising 
that people are responding dif- 


recoveries, he says. And like 
Eyre, he adds that some find it 
has strengthened them. But a 
significant minority will feel 
irreparably changed. 

Mary Ann Tyrrell, deputy 
director of the Spinal Injuries 
Association (SIA), agrees that 


Meanwhile, families can. feel 
helpless and the SIA helpline 
often has to offer them support. 

Trauma and injury in any 
tragedy or accident can have a 
massive impact on a person’s 
life. Provision is not perfect, but 
there are groups which can help. 


Assist (trauma support line) 01788 560800 


Wendy Graham, 32, survived the Omagh bomb 
of August 1998 when 29 people died. 

Her first memory was five days after the bomb 
planted by the Real IRA. She lost a leg below the 
knee and the movement in her right arm. Her 
response was one of anger and determination 
that she would not be beaten by terrorists. 

Previously a boutique manager, she has 
gained a certificate in health and social care 
with the Open University and hopes to get a job 
in this field working with children. 

“T feel as if I’ve got a second chance at life 
and I’m going to make the most of it. Now I 
have gained a professional qualification. I will 
probably move into a professional career.” 


Tony Knox, 43, of Reading, survived the 
Paddington rail crash. 

Tony, a former nursing lecturer on children’s 
intensive care, remembers pain and noise, debris 
passing by the window, flames and the carriage 
filling with smoke, during the crash. 

Then he got out. 

“There were body parts, people who had 
basically been incinerated,” he recalls. 

The Post Traumatic Stress Disorder started 
almost the same day. 

He has not worked since February 2000. 
“IT could not concentrate. Flash backs made 
everyday work very difficult to cope with.” 

And he had severe travel phobia which also 
affected his work. 

“I spent the first part of the day recovering 
from the trip in the morning and then around 
lunch time, there was the thought of another 
train trip at the other end. There were days 
when I was not able to get on the train.” 


Fa 
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Keith Stiles, two months after the Paddington 
crash. Plastic surgery has helped him since. 


Keith Stiles, 49, was also in the Paddington rail 
crash. 

Keith, a former engineer, says: “I saw a 
fireball coming straight at me. It engulfed me.” 

The whole of his head and arms were burned. 
His legs were also burned. 

He did not fully understand what had 
happened for three or four months. 

“You’re pleased that you have survived. I tried 
to look on the positive side,” he says. 

He has difficulty gripping things, has 
restricted movement in his right arm and needs 
help getting in and out of the bath. He has had 
plastic surgery which took a long time to work 
because of repeated infections. 

He says: “People would recognise me but I’m 
different — I would say a lot different, because the 
face is a lot fatter and redder. I’ve lost the hair.” 

He is unemployed but now does football 
coaching for Reading Football Club and also 
at schools. He says the accident has made his 
relationship with his wife stronger. 


The Limbless Association tel: 020 87881777 
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Affordable waterproof products 
that can be machine washed & 
dried hundreds of times. 


Products 


re 


— Extensive range of discreet bibs & aprons in numerous styles, 
sizes and absorbencies to suit adults & children. 


— Many sizes and styles of quality Sheet & Mattress Protection 


— Waterproof Chair Pads — a discreet way to protect your chair 
from moisture & odours 


— Other incontinence products also available 


PRODUCTS 


Products Designed With Care In Mind 


Please contact us for further information 


(01293) 775800 


www.specialcareproducts.com email:sales@specialcareproducts.com 


26 Bonehurst Rd, Salfords Ind Est, Nr Redhill RHI SEW 
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DN motoring correspondent Douglas Campbell hails Gowrings’ ground-breaking new 


head restraint as a huge step forward for disabled passenger safety 


Restrain yourself! 


aunched at the Mobility 
Roadshow in June was 
the biggest leap in safety 
for disabled passengers that I 
have seen for a very long time. 
Gowrings Mobility has 
introduced ChairSafe to protect 
wheelchair occupants from the 
whiplash effects of a collision. 
While most car passengers 
have for many years had strong 
seats with separate head 
restraints, there has been little 
protection for those travelling 
in a wheelchair. In a 
rear-end collision, those in 
proper seats are propelled into 
the upholstery behind them 
and the head restraint prevents 
the worst of the whiplash. 
But a wheelchair user will be 
thrown backwards as the 
frame and upholstery of the 
wheelchair fail. Where there is 
a ramp behind them they will 
be thrown against it with 
injuries no one would like 
to 1magine. 
ChairSafe is a light, 
cushioned, steel frame with 


a separate head restraint. With 
a bit of practice it is easily 
fitted between the back of the 
wheelchair and the raised ramp 
and is fixed in place by easily 
turned bolts that clamp on to 
the edge of the ramp. 

Gowrings’ design engineer 
Jeroen van der Zwaluw 
brought a Renault Kangoo 
for me to see what all the fuss 
was about. The unit is light 
enough to install without too 
much effort. I was soon 
loaded on board and Jeroen 
had the ChairSafe quickly 
in place. 

I directed Jeroen over a 
12-mile route, including a range 
of roads, roundabouts and 
some vicious speed humps. 

I was impressed at how 
comfortable I was. The 
cushion gave me much more 
support than the flimsy back 
of my wheelchair. The 
combination of this and the 
anchorages kept me in place 
despite the fact I had not put 
my brakes on. 


Of course, we could not test 
ChairSafe in a crash, but 
Gowrings has had the device 
tested at the Transport 
Research Laboratory. The video 
of the test shows just how 
much safer I would be with 
ChairSafe. Testing was to the 
rigorous standards used in both 
European and Australian 
regulations, and ChairSafe 
passed with flying colours. 

ChairSafe will be priced 
at under £500 and there is 
no VAT for disabled 
purchasers. It can be fitted 
to most of the vehicles in the 
Gowrings Mobility range. 

By launching this product 
Gowrings is challenging other 
manufacturers of wheelchair- 
accessible vehicles to meet 
genuine safety needs. As users, 
we must demand improved 
safety not only when we buy a 
vehicle, but also when we are 
transported in a vehicle. 
Gowrings Mobility, 
tel: 0845 608 8020, 


www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 


As a long established company, 
Invatravel provide factory built 
people carriers, specially for the 
needs of those with disabilities. 


Caravelle 

e Various access options available 

e Rear or side, ramp or lift 

e Options include disabled driver independence 
e Prices from £18,000 ranging to £35,000 


Hi-Liner 

e Caters for the taller wheelchair user 

e 58” access through the door and internal 

height by a lowered floor section 

Low (12 degrees) angle ramp 

When stationary the roof can be elevated 

to give approx 8 foot internal height 

making transfers a lot easier 

e Prices from £16,950 (2.5TDI) 

e We also offer a standard roof Volkswagen 
Transporter with ramp access, prices from 
£14,950 (2.51DI) 


Caddy Kombi 


e Lowered floor for rear access 


with low angle ramp 
¢ Seating for four plus wheelchair 
e Prices from £13,295 (S model), 
£14,490 (SE model) 


Simplicity itself: Jeroen demonstrates ChairSafe to Douglas 


Look out for Douglas Campbell’s review of the Mobility 
Roadshow in the next issue of DN. 


Creating new horizons with Invatravel 


CONVERSIONS @E7.D 
Established 1983 


97 Lytham Road, 
Southport, 
Merseyside PR9 9UG 


Telephone: 01704 506608 
Fax: 01704 506607 
E-mail: sales@invatravel.com 
www.invatravel.com 


www.scoot.co.uk/ 
invatravel_conversions 


Caddy now on 
contract hire scheme 
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Commercial 
Vehicles 


Recognised Convertor 


Profile 15 


Ready for prime time 


Julie Fernandez has just won a role in the BBC2 hit sitcom 
The Office. John Pring speaks to a woman of many talents 


everal years ago, Julie 
Fernandez grabbed an 
\ influential MP by the 


tie. She refused to let go until 


he listened to a couple who 
had been wrongly accused of 
child abuse. 

The child had osteogenesis 
imperfecta (Ol), or brittle bones, 
which was the real cause of a 
series of fractures viewed by 
doctors and social workers as 
signs of abuse. 

It was not the first, or last, 
time in Fernandez’s career as a 


| disability rights campaigner, 
. actress and charity founder, 


that she has ruffled prominent 
feathers. 
And that career has now 


taken another major leap 
' forward, after she landed a role 


: 


in the new series of the award- 
winning BBC sitcom, The 
Office, due to be screened this 
autumn. 

She is a fighter, or, as she 


puts it, an “obstinate moo”. 


It is an obstinacy sharpened by 
an East End father who taught 
her to stand up for her rights, 
while her Austrian mother 
showed her “how to be a decent 
human citizen”. 

Even so, OI played a key part 
in moulding her personality. 

“Most people with brittle 
bones are very similar to me,” 
she says. “You become the loud 
centre of attention, so people 
know you are in the room and 
you don’t get knocked.” 

But even after 74 operations 
and more than 100 fractures, 
she has never used her 
disability as an excuse not to 
succeed. 

It was something she was 


through A-levels in English and 
German. 

Although she enjoyed Spain, 
and her first taste of independ- 
ence, it was not an easy year. 

The BBC never quite lived 
up to their promises to support 
her, she says, and she had 
problems with carers and run- 
ins with the producer, who was 
later replaced. 

After less than a year, the 
troubled soap was axed and 
Fernandez returned home. 

She admits naively expecting 
to coast into an acting career 
after Eldorado, but she quickly 
confronted an industry dripping 
with discrimination. 

She has many anecdotes 
illustrating the problems she 
has faced. 

There was producer who told 
her the “upper echelons of the 
BBC think you disabled people 
put the able-bodied community 
off”; and the casting agent who 
refused to meet her because the 
people in his building were 
“absolute bastards, and if there 
was a fire, they wouldn’t carry 
you out”. 

And there was also the time 
she was turned down for a Blue 
Peter audition because it in- 
volved riding a bucking bronco. 

She secured a role in the 
BBC1 drama Dangerfield, and 
presented series for Channel 
Four and BBC2, but there was 
frustration in between jobs. 

So she began working for 
the charity MS Action (MSA) 
in Walthamstow, and in 1998, 
she and MSA fundraiser Janet 
Desmond launched their own 
charity, The Disability 
Foundation (TDF)*. 


ee ae 
‘Most people with brittle bones are very similar to 

me. You become the loud centre of attention, so people 
know you are in the room and you don’t get knocked’ 
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taught by the “very pushy” 
staff at Lord Mayor Treloar 
School, a special school in 
Hampshire where she boarded 
for six “brilliant” years. 

“They used to say that if you 
want a job, you have to fight for 
the right to get it,” she says. 

While she was completing 
her final year at Lord Treloar in 
1992, the BBC contacted the 
drama department, looking for 
a female wheelchair-user to play 
a disabled character in a new 
soap, the ill-fated Eldorado. 

She won the role and was 
soon jetting between Spain and 
school, where she would scrape 


Fernandez uses reflexology, 
massage and hyperbaric oxygen 
therapy to help her cope with 
the pain caused by OI, and 
wanted other disabled people 
to have the same opportunity. 

Four years on, TDF offers 
a range of complementary 
therapies at discounted prices 
to disabled people, including 
nine different types of massage, 
reflexology, shiatsu, 
acupuncture and raiki. 

A children’s counselling 
service is about to open, and 
TDF also maintains a huge 
disability database. 

The charity is clearly 


thriving. Based at The Royal 
National Orthopaedic Hospital 
in Stanmore, it has secured 
£197,000 lottery cash for two 
new positions Fernandez hopes 
will take it to “another level”. 

Fernandez has now taken a 
step back from TDE, to 
concentrate on campaigning, 
writing, acting and producing. 

She is proud of a TV 
documentary she produced 
about parents wrongly accused 
of abusing children with OI, 
and of her part in The Office. 
The show’s producer, Ash 
Atalla, is also a wheelchair user. 

Fernandez has been 
immensely encouraged by her 
first few weeks of filming. 

“Tt has been a great 
experience to see another 
disabled person in action in a 
position of authority and I have 
learned a lot from that. 

“Tt has also been an absolute 
pleasure to see disabled people 
and able-bodied people inte- 
grate so easily, without there 
being any issues whatsoever.” 

But however successful the 
acting, the charity and the 
campaigning, and despite her 
drive and determination, Ol is 
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Role model: Julie at the home she shares with her mother in Essex 


a constant in her life. 

She will soon need another 
operation on her “crumbling 
and broken” spine. At the age 
of 28, she has started to “feel 
like an old woman”, and 
worries about how she will 
cope with the pain as she ages. 

She has friends with OI who 
have wonderful children with 


“IT'S MADE 
THE WORLD 

OF DIFFERENCE 
TO MY LIFE” 


The Miniflex Powerchair introduces 
a new sense of independence and 
mobility around your home. 


OI, but because she has a 50 
per cent chance of passing the 
condition on, she will probably 
never have a child herself. 

“T have had a marvellous life, 
but after 74 operations and 100 
breaks, I would not wish that 
on my worst enemy.” 

* The Disability Foundation, 
tel: 020 8954 7373 


Compact size and tight 

turning circle 

Standard electric seat elevation 
aids high reach 

Front wheel drive for easy 
Operation 


Easy access in and out of 

the chair 

Optional comfort seating and 
extras to suit personal needs 


For full information call: 


FREEPHONE 
0500 618008 


or write to: 


SAINBOW 
RETA) 


RAINBOW REHAB (Dept DN) 
FREEPOST, The Coach House, 134 Purewell 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 
www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
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16 Gardening 


Full bloom 


This year, the Chelsea Flower Show 
returned to its roots. John Pring joined 
Anne Davies, Sarah Langton-Lockton and 
Michelle Berriedale-Johnson for the 
annual homage to horticulture 


fter last year’s endless 

blue balls and minimal- 

ist designs, this was a 
show for the garden lover 
rather than the designer. 

Many of the exhibitors 
decided to return to the 
wilderness, with many smaller 
gardens boasting overgrown 
grasses and wild flowers. 

DN’s team found the 
courtyard gardens the most 
exciting part of the show. 

One charming example, 
Somerset Revival, a silver gilt 
award winner, by Amanda 
Patton, Steve Bradley and 
Queen Thorne Landscapes, 
featured wild flowers, grasses 
and wild strawberries merging 
into cultivated varieties of the 
same species. 

One of the few gardens 
designed for disabled people was 
The Living Paintings Garden, 


also awarded a silver gilt. 


www.atlasconversions.co.uk 


Created by Hall Green and 
District Amateur Gardeners 
Society, it promoted The Living 
Paintings Trust, which helps 
visually impaired people enjoy 
the arts. 

The garden represented an 
artist’s studio in a rural setting. 
At the front were two raised 
images of the garden for 
visually impaired people to 
touch, and headsets to hear a 
description of the garden. 

Aylesbury College’s A 
Child’s Eye View won the Best 
Courtyard Garden award for its 
blend of vegetables and flowers, 
wood and stone, a hidden 
doorway and... a teddy bear. 

The team also enjoyed Otley 
Agricultural College’s gold 
award winning courtyard 
garden, Careless Rapture, which 
gave an impression of a wild- 
erness reclaiming a small space. 

Of the show gardens, the 


Prince of Wales’ Healing 
Garden was striking, with 
123 species of tree, shrubs and 
herbaceous plants, many of 
which had medicinal uses. 
Anne was impressed, but felt 
its quality as a haven could not 
be fully appreciated in the 
show’s hustle and bustle. The 
garden was dedicated to the 
memory of the Queen Mother 
and won a silver award. 
Another favourite garden 
was Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan 
Al-Nahyan’s silver gilt-winning 
The Garden of Transparency. 
This was in sympathy with its 
plants, rather than overpowering 
them, as some of the more over- 
designed gardens tended to do. 
A tiny orange tree was 
protected by a delicate fabric 
“curtain”, and white roses grew 
beneath topiary arches that 
didn’t quite meet, allowing 
sunlight to penetrate the garden 
and pool beneath. Michelle 
suggested this was a good bet for 
gardeners with pollen allergies. 
In the floral pavilions, Shaw 
Trust created a water-conscious 
city garden, Spare the Water. 
The plants were grown by two 
trust nurseries which employ 
and train disabled people and 
the garden was built by people 


with learning difficulties. It won 
the Best City Garden award. 

On the equipment side, the 
team was taken with some 
tiered, pyramid shaped planters 
by Whitchester Wood and 
Design, which would be easy to 
plant up for disabled gardeners. 

Accessibility improved over 


Flower power: (clockwise from top) The Garden of Transparency, 
Somerset Revival, Anne at the Prince of Wales’ The Healing 
Garden, a less than spectacular portable loo, and The Living 
Paintings Garden, complete with audio recording. 


last year, with one exception. 

The organisers arranged 
spacious, clean, accessible loos 
near the Ambulance Gate, in 
Ranelagh Way and Western 
Avenue, which received 
enthusiastic approval. 

But the team were not 
impressed with the portable loo 
in North Ranelagh Way, 
complete with shaky handrail 
and a missing rail on the other 
side. Anne claimed there was 


insufficient space inside the loo. 
The supplier said no-one had 
made such complaints before, 
and their loos were better than 
those of 95 per cent of other 
hire companies. But he accepted 
some criticisms were valid and 
said the missing rail had been 
stolen at its previous location. 


_NEW AND USED 


* This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 


disabilitynow July 2002 


SMotability 
ACCREDITED 


MANUFACTURER APPROVED CONVERSIONS 


Elsewhere, the press tent 
ramp was better than last year, 
and the signs seemed to have 
improved. There was also lots 
of plastic decking and metal 
walkways and the ramps were 
more effectively positioned. 

Overall, the team felt the 
show was a big improvement 
on last year. 

Sarah said: “Last year there 
was far too much landscaping, 
but this year there is something 
for every taste.” 

Anne added: “It was a 
delight to see so many 
courtyard gardens, and a lot of 
old-fashioned gardens and not 
so many architectural horrors.” 
Anne Davies is DN’s gardening 
correspondent. Sarah Langton- 
Lockton is chief executive of 
the Centre for Accessible 
Environments. Michelle 
Berriedale-Johnson edits The 
Inside Story, a magazine for 
people on restrictive diets. 


CONVERSIONS 


Checkout 17 


irgin Trains launched the 

Pendolino (meaning 

“tilting”) in April. You 
will be able to use it on the 


- West Coast route by the sum- 


mer, but there will be no tilting 
until next year, when the track 
upgrading has been completed. 
The Pendolino, and some of the 
Voyageurs, launched last year, 
are the new generation of high 


_ speed tilting trains. 


As well as being a great 
improvement for everyone, these 


new trains represent a huge step 
forward for passengers with all 
types of disabilities. I know, 
because I have travelled in a 
Voyageur and had the chance to 


ALL OUR VEHICLES ARE SUPERBLY EQUIPPED, BACKED WITH AN EXCEPTIONAL BUILD QUALITY THAT WILL GIVE YOU PEACE OF MIND, 


WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF | 
USED WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE _| 


PLEASE CONTACT US FOR THE | 
LATEST LIST OF VEHICLES 


Silver streak 


The Pendolino may be fast, but what is it like for disabled passengers? Ann Bates finds out 


check out the Pendolino. 

Like all new trains since 1999 
its design must conform to the 
Rail Vehicle Accessibility 
Regulations (RVAR). 

As a wheelchair user, I could 
only board the train via the 
usual ramp, which, for a real 
journey, would have to be 
booked in advance. But once 
inside, the differences became 
very obvious, especially for 
someone used to travelling in 
the guard’s van. 


> 


Like all new trains, the 
Pendolino has a wheelchair- 
accessible toilet — a boon for 
mothers with buggies and 
anyone with mobility 


difficulties too — and an easy- 
to-reach emergency alarm. 

One difference is that the 
allocated wheelchair space does 
not face the toilet door. 
Although I am pleased to have 
a toilet, I do not want to look 
at it all the time! 

On the Voyageur, the space 
was somewhat isolated, facing 
the back of the next row of seats. 
Redesigned in the Pendolino, it 
has two facing seats and a dual 
height table in front. This 
enables me to travel with friends 
or colleagues without straining 
my neck. One of my favourite 
points was the inclusion of a 
good-size table and a socket for 
a laptop by the wheelchair 
space. At last, an acknow- 
ledgement that a wheelchair user 
might also be a Computer user. 

My visually and hearing 
impaired colleagues have been 


COME AND SEE US AT 


; THE ROODEE (CHESTER RACE COURSE) 


VW & MERCEDES ARE AVAILABLE AS AUTOMATICS. 


Ss 


ON THE ROAD 


Vwsss SPECIAL 
2.5 TURBO DIESEL (LVTA) 


£14,850 — 


/ MERCEDES BENZ VITO 


2.1 TURBO DIES 


£16,795 


consulted widely on all aspects 
of the new design. Even to a 
non-expert like myself, the 
inclusion of visual and audible 
information and clear contrasts 
are very welcome. 

One plus of the Voyageur 
trains is that some will be 
running on lines from north to 
south, from Manchester to 


Brighton for example, without 
the need to change for 
crossing London. This is a 
major step forward for me and 
many passengers who 

find it stressful getting across 
London. 

Unfortunately, all these trains 
are for long-distance travel, so 
you are unlikely to see luxuries 
like the on-board shop, radio 
head-phones and train 
managers coming to a short-trip 
line near you. 

But the new trains will 
provide a comfortable and less 
stressful means of social 
inclusion. As we all know, a 
failed journey can sap your 
confidence very quickly. 

Ann Bates is a member of 
Southern Rail Passengers 
Committee and the Disabled 
Persons Transport Advisory 
Committee. These views are 
her own. 


All aboard: The new Virgin Pendolino (above) can go up to speeds 
of 200mph. Ann Bates checks things out inside (below). 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, FREE BROCHURE 
PACK OR TO ARRANGE A DEMONSTRATION 
PLEASE CONTACT PHILIP BEECHAM 
OR MIKE JONES (NEW VERSA ENQUIRIES), 
PHIL HAWKINS (USED VERSA SPECIALIST). 


VERSA SALES 


WIDNES CAR CENTRE LIMITED, 
MOOR LANE, WIDNES CHESHIRE WA8 7AL. 


FAX: 0151 495 1382 


website: www.wheelchair-access.co.uk 
e-mail: versa@wheelchair-access.co.uk 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00AM - 5.30PM 


ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 


2.0 PETROL 


£16,945] £1 


ON THE ROAD 


/Ypotability 


ACCREDITED 


*This is a trademark of Motability: 


registered charity number 299745 


*TOYOTA HIACE (LVTA) 
2.5 C.D.I. TURBO DIESEL 


5,250 


| ON THE ROAD 


disabilitynow July 2002 


peek Peal ele) eSeELS: aes aa Sa See Pea wae 


VEHICLE CERTIFICATION AGENCY 


disabilitynow July 2002 


Millennium Awards 19 


me the money 


Got an idea but no 
money to carry 

it out? The 
Millennium Awards 
might just be 
able to help, says 


Show 


Rod Hermeston 


ver wondered where you 
: can find adapted toys 
for disabled children? 


Or what about going to an 
arts exhibition on disabled 
people from ethnic minorities? 

What if you are suicidal and 

desperate for help with a 
borderline personality disorder? 

These may seem to have very 
little in common, but they have 
all inspired projects by 
individuals, backed by the 
lottery-funded Millennium 
Awards which are run by the 
Millennium Commission (MC). 

The list above is far from 
exhaustive. There are projects 
aimed at putting a sculpture in 
the Atlantic Ocean and a 
learning disabled woman who 
has taken up belly dancing. 

The MC has so far funded 
108 programmes run by groups 
including Mencap, Scope and 
Mind, giving out a total of 
22,000 awards, worth £67 
million. 

And 1,787 or eight per cent 
of award winners consider 
themselves to have a disability. 
They have received a total of 
£6.3 million from the award 
schemes. 

The awards have been 
running for five years. 

There are two main criteria 
for gaining a grant. 

Erica Roberts, director of 
Millennium Awards at the MC, 
says: “We have to see that there 
will be a clear benefit to the 
individual and a real benefit 
and impact in their 
community.” 

So it is all about personal 
development and wider 
benefits to others. 

Andrew Cooper, community 
team manager at Scope, which 
has handed out £1.7 million 
under its Give It A Go award 
scheme, says: “It has given 
many disabled people the 
opportunity to undertake and 
lead a project of their own for 


Claudia Mark (right), 40, is 
being funded by Scope’s Give 
It A Go awards to carry out a 
photography project called 
Where Am I? This will lead to 
an exhibition as part of Black 
History Month in October. 

She took photographs of 
over 50 people from ethnic 
groups with disabilities and 
also asked them questions 
about their life, attitudes 
and experience. 

Claudia, who has systemic 


Ml EXPRESS AND STAR WOLVERHAMPTON 
Electronics engineer Barry Morgan, 57, who has cerebral palsy, 
received £5,500 through Scope’s Give It A Go scheme for his 
project Equality at Playtime. Barry adapts toys for disabled 
children to use. This includes a story-telling Pooh bear. “The 


kids can use toys they never have before,” he says. 


the very first time.” 

Mind, too, is pleased with 
the success and range of its 
awards scheme. The variety of 
personal development and 
flexibility over what is meant 
by benefit to the community 
is pretty wide. 

Ray Davies, Mind’s scheme 
coordinator, says: “Training 
has covered everything from 
horticulture, aromatherapy, 
scuba diving, JCB driving, 
website design and creative 
writing to managing support 
groups, and the projects are 
equally diverse.” 

A study by the MC 
recently found that 30 per cent 
of award winners have found 
work as a result of doing the 
scheme. Nearly 60 per 
cent of award winners are 
planning to continue or 
extend their project. 

Davies says: “It raises 
confidence levels and self- 


lupus, says: “One of the issues 
I had is that there are very few 
images of black disabled 
people. 

“T am a black disabled 
person and felt there was 
nobody to relate to. I had no 
role models. 

“T felt I was missing. If lam 
missing, are there other people 
like me who feel they don’t 
belong to the white disability 
movement or to the black 
community?” 


esteem and it gives a way back 
into the labour market. It 
changes lives, gives them hope 
and a voice.” 

He believes ten per cent of 
Mind’s award winners will find 
jobs as a result of the scheme. 

While applications for the 
Scope, Mind and Mencap 
schemes have closed, others 
remain open and the MC has 
announced a new programme 
called You & Your Community. 
This will give out £6.5 million 
before the scheme ends in 2004. 

Then the MC will set up a 
permanent endowment fund of 
£100 million. This will give out 
grants in perpetuity. 

The range of projects is 
amazing and they can really 
make a difference. However 
bizarre or basic your idea might 
be, have a go. “It could be you.” 
You & Your Community, 
tel: 0800 06801 2000, 
www.starpeople.org.uk 


Dale Ashman (below), 31, who has a borderline personality dis- 
order (BPD), received a grant from Mind. 

Up to ten per cent of people with a BPD will kill themselves, 
he says, yet there is a severe lack of information in the UK and 
negative attitudes from medical professionals. 

A grant paid for him to train in mental health and legal rights 
and basic counselling skills. It also helped him set up Borderline 
UK. Most support is provided through its website. 

“We've had 10,500 messages posted on our discussion board. 
Where it really saves lives is by the support group we run through 
that because it is 24 hours. This is the only source of support 
some people have got.” 

The voluntary project will continue, he says. 
www.borderlineuk.co.uk 


Josie Searle, 43, and Lindsay 
Yemm, 65, (both right) who 
have learning disabilities, 
used their Mencap 
Millennium Award to set up a 
nightclub in Leamington Spa. 
They travelled round the 
country with enablers to look 
at other nightclubs for 
learning disabled people and 
then looked for suitable 
venues in Leamington Spa. 
“We got money to runa 
disco,” says Josie. “We dance 
and we have a drink. There is 
a bar there. We meet to decide 
every month how it is going.” 
The night happens once a 
month at Club Mirage. 
For details, tel: 01926 492235. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 
Weekend Breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


Our brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. 
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20 Comment 


‘| have all the same concerns 
about my baby as anyone else 


Tanni Grey-Thompson has always been 
lumped into categories, and It was no 
different when she became a mother 


s a disabled person, 

[ am used to being 

labelled and put into 
compartments. At various 
times, I have been “disabled”, 
“female” and an “athlete”, but 
now I have the additional label 
of “mother”. 

[ have never had a problem 
combining each of these, and 
have spent years fighting for 
recognition as an athlete and 
not as someone who is just 
“having a go”. This is why 
I have been slightly surprised 
at some people’s attitudes 
towards me having a baby. 

Growing up, I took an active 
part in my own health, down to 
what operations I might have, 
why and when. I always had 
doctors who understood why 
| would want to play a part in 
making these decisions. 

What surprised me when I 


Sarre ee ee Te 
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found out I was pregnant was 
some of the amazing questions 
that I was asked, and not just 
by the medical profession. | am 
32 and have been married for a 
couple of years, but I was asked 
if | had “really considered the 
consequences of what I was 
undertaking”. I felt like looking 
them in the eyes and saying 
“nooooo0o”. Of course I had. 

What I wanted to ask is why 
you would ask any woman in 
my situation that question. 

I don’t think I needed to ask, 
because, deep down, I knew the 
answer. It was the “disabled” 
label rearing its ugly head — 
something that still shocks me 
a little, even now. 

What I realised is that you 
can only make decisions with 
the information you have, and 
the holder of information has 
great power. I was told by one 


doctor that they would decide 
how and when I would give 
birth. OK, so he had about 
15 years of medical training 
behind him and I have a 
Brownie first-aid badge, but 
that was just not acceptable. 
I did what I would have done 
in any circumstance relating to 
my health. I changed my 
doctor and hospital and found 
someone that I trusted and who 
treated me like a “normal” 
person. 

The media attention that 
followed Carys’ birth was quite 
amazing and exciting, but, 


‘| was told by one doctor that they would decide how 


days old! Any set of ideas 

I had about having a baby had 
disappeared as soon as I was 
pregnant. 

Even worse, after she was 
born, people asked me if I was 
depressed. I got the impression 
that being disabled and a 
mother, I had a lot to feel bad 
about. There seemed to be a 
fair amount of disappointment 
in some quarters that I wasn’t 
— sorry. I have all the same 
concerns about Carys as 
anyone else. Will her pointy 
ears disappear? What will she 
do when she grows up? Why 


and when | would give birth. OK, so he had 15 years 
of medical training behind him and | have a Brownie 


first-aid badge, but that was just not acceptable’ 


FRR RRR 


again, questions appeared 
about my “concerns” for her 
health. Was I worried that she 
would “inherit” spina bifida? 
What would I do if she was 
disabled? Was she going to be 
an athlete, etc, etc? She was six 


does she only want to eat 
caramel pudding? 

What I now know is that 
childbirth brings out obsessive 
responses in people. I have been 
told that I HAVE TO do such 
and such, but what I have also 


realised is that everything is 
so specific to the individuals 
involved, that you can’t have 
any set of ideas until it 
happens. 

Carys can be whoever she 
wants. I won’t be upset 
if she doesn’t want to go to 
university or be an athlete. In 
fact, that is the sort of stuff I 
don’t care about. I now know 
what people mean when they 
say that having a baby changes 
your life and that all you want 
is their happiness. 

Meanwhile, I will keep 
feeding her mashed vegetables 
(because they’re good for her) 
and pudding (because she likes 
it), and I will keep my resolve 
to do the things that are 
good for us and not the 
medical profession or anyone 
else. I have never felt more 
disabled — nor more proud 
that lam. 
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Sport 21 


Let the games begin 


For the first time in its history, the Commonwealth Games 
has opened up the main competition to disabled athletes. 
As John Pring found, the expectations are high 


isabled athletes will 
compete for medals at 
Manchester’s Com- 


monwealth Games on an equal 
basis with non-disabled com- 
petitors and before an estimat- 
ed worldwide TV audience of 
one billion people. 

The Games, which begin 
on 25 July, promise to be 
the world’s first inclusive, 
multi-sport event with disabled 
athletes fully integrated into 
the main programme. 

Their medals will count for 
the first time in the medal table, 
and all athletes will use the 
same accessible medal podiums. 

Organisers of Manchester 
2002 have also pledged that it 
will be one of the most accessi- 
ble events ever for spectators. 

The Commonwealth Games 
Federation originally planned 


to include disabled athletes for 
the first time in Melbourne in 
2006, but Manchester wanted 
to get there first. So disabled 
athletes will be full members of 
their national teams, living, 
eating and travelling alongside 
their non-disabled colleagues. 

There is, however, only room 
for 10 disability events. There 
are four in the pool, while in 
athletics, there is a 100m for 
visually impaired men and an 
800m wheelchair race for 
women. There are also two 
lawn bowls events, wheelchair 
table-tennis for women, and 
powerlifting for men. 

Despite the small number of 
events, Gordon Neale, chief 
executive of Disability Sport 
England, says: “It is at least a 
start. Some athletes feel there 
should be more, but as a whole, 


people are seeing it as a 
favourable move forward to 
include people with disabilities.” 
Peter Knowles, assistant 
director of sport for Manchester 
2002, admits it was particularly 
difficult to find an acceptable 
format for swimming. The 
numerous disability categories 
were eventually replaced by a 
single multi-disability classifica- 
tion, with positions decided by 
how close each swimmer comes 
to the world record in his or her 
disability category. 
Knowles 
International 


says the 
Paralympic 
Committee are “desperate” for 
an inclusive Commonwealth 
Games to be a success. 

“They want to encourage 
future hosts of multi-sports 
events to include similar events 
in a similar way.” 


Who’s in the running 


100m freestyle, are his best events. He also holds 
both world records in his category, S7. 
But he is recovering from surgery on a rup- 
tured appendix, and only left hospital on 12 May. 
Although he is concerned that spectators will 


ngland, Wales, Scotland and Northern 
eres will all send disabled athletes as 
part of their teams. 

Nine times Paralympic gold medallist Tanni 
Grey-Thompson (above) is almost certain to 
make the Welsh team. She is excited at the 
prospect of an inclusive Games. “It is going to 
be amazing competing in front of thousands 
and thousands of people,” she says. 

But she is also relieved that her event was cho- 
sen. “If I was being completely honest, the men’s 
1,500m would be a stronger event.” 

The women’s 800m is open to all wheelchair 
categories, and she admits that Australian 
Louise Sauvage and Canadian Chantal Petitclerc 
are probable favourites. 

Others hoping to make the Welsh team are 
15-year-old swimmer Rhiannon Henry and 
visually impaired sprinter Neville Bonfield. 

Welsh swimmer David Roberts, who has 
cerebral palsy, is also hoping to win selection. 

Roberts, who won three golds in Sydney, is 
lucky that the two men’s races, the 50m and 


find it hard to follow a multi-disability race, he 
adds: “You have to race the best to win any 
event and if the best are from a wide range of 
disabilities, then that is fine by me.” 

England’s team will include weightlifters 
Anthony Peddle, from Northampton, a world 
record holder and Sydney gold medallist, and 
Jason Irving, competing in his home town. 

Peddle, who has spina bifida, has been 
troubled by a shoulder injury, but is confident 
he will be fit in time for the Games. 

He is one of the favourites for the open bench 
press, but is likely to face stiff competition from 
the two Nigerian weightlifters. 

He says: “I am used to the big occasion. The 
fact that this is on home ground is an added 
incentive to lift well.” 

Catherine Mitton and Sue Gilroy will repre- 
sent England in the table-tennis wheelchair sin- 
gles. Ruth Small will compete in the lawn bowls 
visually impaired singles, while David Turner, 
David Fisher and Richard Coates take part in 
the physically disabled lawn bowls triples. 

England’s athletics and swimming teams were 
still to be selected as DN went to press. 

For Scotland, Judith Marshall will compete 
in the lawn bowls singles, and David Heddle, 
Ivan Prior and John Robertson in the men’s 
triples. Three or four swimmers are also likely 
to join the team. 

Northern Ireland’s five-strong team features 
John Hunter, Francis Bell and Patrick Bell in the 
bowls triples, Mary Rice in the 800m and 
swimmer Aidan McGlynn. 


Tickets: www.commmonwealthgames.com or tel: 0870 162 2002. Info: 0870 609 2002 


Where it’s at 


he City of Manchester Stadium will be the centrepiece of the 
games, hosting athletics, the opening and closing ceremonies 
and rugby sevens. 

It has more than 200 wheelchair spaces out of a stadium 
capacity of 38,000, with another 100 or so wheelchair positions 
for VIPs and officials. Rather than being restricted to ground 
level, they are spread across the three tiers. 

There are induction loop facilities, easy access seats, blue 
badge parking, and a mobility service that will lend wheelchairs 
and scooters and provide escorts for disabled visitors. 

And hundreds of disabled people have joined the army of 
volunteers. 

Mark Todd, access advisor for the Games, says the aim has 
been to give disabled athletes and spectators the same status and 
facilities as their non-disabled counterparts. 

“We have worked very hard to make this the best 
Commonwealth Games ever,” he says. “We also want to make it 
the most inclusive Commonwealth Games ever.” 


THE INDEPENDENT SOLUTION 
TO LIFTING AND TRANSFER 


The Portable Mangar Booster 


~ @ Two Year ~ 
Guarantee 
(excluding 
batteries) j 


® Across 


®@ Doubles as a Bathlift with 
Detachable Backrest. 


fish, Senses AI ip at 
® Backwards or Forwards! 


wotandard lifts 20st. 


Special lifts 25st. 


DN7/02 


Contact: Sales Dept. 


Mangar International, Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 
Tel: 01544 267674 Fax: 01544 260287 
email: sales@mangar.co.uk =www.mangar.co.uk 


disabilitynow July 2002 


22 Comment 


| 


ILLUSTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


Letters to the 


Editor 


Send your letters to the editor 

Mary Wilkinson, Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 

fax: 020 7619 7331, 

e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Lifting and loos: no 


Your letters page (DN, June) 
mentioned women who are 
housebound because their 
personal assistants are not 
permitted to lift them when 
out and about, so they cannot 
make use of accessible loos. 

I wonder if some would, like 
me, find a solution in using a 
portable urinal — the sort no 
one had told me existed. The 
bottle shape is like a man’s, but 
with a “female-shaped” opening 
(sometimes called a cygnet). 

No need for lifting or 
transferring — truly wonderful! 
Jill Holroyd 
Barbican, London, EC2 


I am an electric wheelchair user 


and unable to leave my wheel- 
chair without a hoist. 

After looking in many areas, 
the Derbyshire Coalition for 
Inclusive Living put me in 
touch with REMAP, a charity 
which provides equipment 
designed solely for the disabled 
person involved. 

Overcoming the embarrass- 
ment of discussing my personal 
needs with a gentleman from 
the charity, I explained the 
problems, and this helpful man 
came up with a brilliant idea. 

He designed and had made a 
C-shaped cushion, which is 
attached to an air compressor, 
which is in turn attached to the 
battery of my wheelchair. Whilst 


They’re ripping us off 


I could hardly believe my eyes 
when I read “Norwich badge 
nonsense” (DN, May). Here we 
have yet another city council 
setting up what is nothing more 
than a scheme to rip off the dis- 
abled motorist. 


When are we going to get the 
orange/blue badge recognised 
nationally in it own right and 
when are these rip-off artists 
going to get their come- 
uppance? 

Tom Clark (e-mail) 


problem 


[ am sitting on the cushion, air 


is pumped in which raises me 
just enough to enable a urinal 
to be pushed underneath me. 
It is extremely noisy and 
I have to pick and choose a 
suitable loo, away from people, 
or come out looking as if the 
noise had nothing to do with 
me! It is also a bit of a hit and 
miss affair. But the cushion has 
changed my life and helped me 
to travel long distances. Until 
all public disabled loos have 
hoists, I shall carry my magic 
cushion, blessing REMAP. 
(name and address supplied) 
REMAB tel: 01732 883818. We 
shall be reporting on their 2002 
awards next month — Editor 


Where are SAVs? 


I use a wheelchair or a mobility 
scooter, depending on how | 
am feeling. The helpful compa- 
ny who sold me the scooter were 
unable to suggest a suitable SAV 
(scooter accessible vehicle). Also 
the ramps they offered me were 
very expensive and not really 
right for the job. 

Our budget was limited. We 
looked at several estate cars, 
tape measure in hand. In the end 
I drove a Ford Escort estate with 
ramps made by my husband. 

Now I am unable to drive due 
to worsening symptoms of MS 
and we use my husband’s 
Montego estate. 

Have the vehicle dealers not 
yet thought about SAVs? 

P Bull 

Elland, West Yorkshire 

Douglas Campbell comments: 
Only a small number of scooter 
users transport them. Try con- 
tacting your local mobility cen- 
tre via 01344 661000 or website: 
www.justmobility.co.uk/forum 


‘Why should I accept 
a lesser view?’ 


As a wheelchair user, I recently bought a concert ticket at the 
Apollo Theatre, Ardwick, Manchester. The concert was 
supposed to be an all-seater so I bought a wheelchair space 


at the rear on the ground floor. 


However. when the show began, everyone in front of me stood 
up. Because my view was obstructed, I decided to get a better 
view by making my way towards the stage via the outside aisle. 
After all, I had paid to watch the show, not the backsides of 


people in front of me. 


As I got near the stage, a security guy stopped me and told me to 
go back to my seat, as the aisle needed to be kept clear in case of 
fire. | explained that I would gladly go back if the people sat down. 
He said, “How can I get them to sit down?” So I refused to go back. 

After about half-an-hour another three security guys and the 


manager came and told me to return to my seat. Again refused. 


Whereupon they grabbed hold of my chair. Before they could 
move it, I sat on the floor. Eventually they lifted me into my chair 


and pushed me back to my seat. 


The manager explained that he sympathised but that officers 
in the building had to check that exits were clear in case of fire. 
Fair enough. I know that fire regulations need to be adhered . 
to, but as a member of the public who pays the same for a ticket, 
why should I have to accept a lesser view of the concert? 
Iam sure other wheelchair users are bullied into submission. 
It is totally wrong that this treatment exists. We are supposed to 
live in an age of equal opportunities. 


Stephen Bridge 
Bury, Greater Manchester 


Carers on the warpath 


As anyone knows who has 
nursed a loved one through a 
terminal illness (my husband 
died from progressive MS last 
year after eight years), the mat- 
ters raised by Miss B and Diane 
Pretty have nothing to do with 
coming to terms with their 
disabilities (Brenda Ellis, “The 
high price of switching off”, 
DN May), but everything to do 
with coming to terms with the 
manner of their death. 

Iam appalled that a 
representative of a disability 
organisation cannot distinguish 
between someone not coming 
to terms with their own 
disability and someone wanting 
to end their life on their own 
terms: to be released from a life 
that is no more than a living 
death, the only choice these 
ladies were left with. 

Eira Blowers 
London SE6 


We saw a comment in The 
Mirror by Rachel Hurst, direc- 
tor of Disability Awareness in 


Action, which backed the 
European Court’s decision 


against Diane Pretty. Rachel 
Hurst favoured palliative care. 
She asked if Diane Pretty’s 
death was any worse than 
someone in the Potters Bar 
crash. I found it appalling. 

Where is her support for that 
family, especially the husband, 
who has suffered the heartache 
of caring for Diane Pretty, not 
just for one day but for years, 
watching her pain and 
suffering? And the suffering of 
Diane herself, her great 
determination and courage in 
what must have been such an 
effort in her last months of life, 
to approach people who 
probably don’t even know the 
meaning of the word Motor 
Neurone Disease. 

Diane Pretty is to be admired 
and Rachel Hurst’s job should 
have been to support her. 

We speak from experience as 
we care 24 hours a day for our 
beautiful daughter, Paula, 26, 
who is terminally ill with the 
rare genetic disease Tay-Sachs 
and who cannot speak. 

Colin Hobson 
Doncaster, South Yorkshire 


by Dan Batten 
Mini mystery 
Verne Troyer, the 
actor of restricted 
growth who plays 
Mini-me in the Austin Powers’ 


films, has caused outrage in 
The Sun newspaper by daring 


to go to a nightclub. Under the 
headline “Mini Stupor”, the 
“Austin Powers midget” appar- 
ently dared to get up on stage 
and dance with strippers and 
have a drink or two. I’m sorry, 
but as millions of others have 
done this for years, what’s so 
special about Verne doing it? 


Out of date 


DN recently received a notice 


about a new dating website, 
www.specialfriendship.com 
The notice stressed that the site 
was aimed at anyone with a 
disability. 

Very nice, but the site’s 
homepage goes on to describe 
it as a “service for the disabled 
and the infirm”. Come on 
specialfriendship.com, you 
have the right idea; just try 
using the right language. 
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Yer YOUr Wr2atenair jecass needs all Universal 


5 272 9220 designed with you in mine. 
Visit Our fietory ane 322 your venicla 


USED 1999 FIAT SCUDO 


“I can give you the 
low down on 
converted vehicles... | 
because I use one | 
of my own!” 


Universal Mobility Ltd. Unit 2, Royd Mill, 
Dyehouse Lane, Brighouse, 

West Yorkshire HD6 ILL 

Tel: 01484 400795 ¢ Fax: 01484 400796 


SVotability® 


ACCREDITED 


*This is a trademarkof-Motabilitysregistered 
charity number 299745 used under licence 
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Stuck for things to do over the summer holidays? Then let DN’s three-month out and about series help. | 


cience stinks 


Jeanette Aumeed found the Science Museum's latest exhibit, 
Grossology, informative and fun — but it’s not for weak stomachs 


ost museums have 


events for children and 


families going on all 
summer. The Science Museum 
is currently holding a special 


The (Impolite) Science of the As we walked through the 
Human Body, which my hus- 
band and I, together with our 
two daughters, Sukainah, 16, 


and Ameenah, 8, recently went 


of an open mouth, we 


Nigel, who had a nose like a 


entrance, designed in the shape 


encountered Nigel Nose-It All. 


exhibition entitled Grossology: along to see. 


insige your body is asymp 


» quiet ment. Suddey 


dripping tap, will tell you all 
about runny noses, snot trivia, 
allergies and much more. 
Ameenah mastered the art 
of the climbing wall, which is a 
large-scale replica of human 
skin covered in pimples, scabs, 
warts, wounds, moles and other 
skin blemishes. Although some 
children with physical disabili- 
ties could find this a difficult 
activity, the area around the 


Snotting hill: budding scientists undertake groundbreaking research | 
into the nasal passages (above), while a future pediatrician gets | 
busy teaching an oversize gurgling infant some manners (left). 


food digestion that just putting 
it in her mouth. For example, 
did you know that stomach 


Once we had explored the 
16 exhibits, we played a 
multiple-choice trivia game 


acid is so strong that it can that tested what we had learned 


FIAT MONTANA 


and wheelchair access, full 
low floor conversion, 


Re enter SRD st create Nock ree eae 


| lightweight ramp, power 
; steering, air conditioning, 
7 59" passenger peseroom: 


A ae lity” 


2.0 JTD turbo diesel, 4 seats 


THE SOUTH WEST’S BEST COLLECTION OF QUALITY USED CARS 


A selection of nearly new Renault Kangoo’s, low floor wheelchair 
conversions from £9,700.00 


Nissan Cargo. 2.3 litre diesel, V Reg, 2000, 15,000 miles, white, Ricon 
electric wheelchair lift at rear, 2 rear seats. £11,250.00 


Fiat Scudo Combi. 2.0 litre JTD, X Reg, Oct 2000, air conditioning, electric 
windows, Montana flat floor conversion. £11,995.00 


Stock changing weekly please phone for details. 


GM Coachwork Ltd, Teign Valley Trusham, Newton Abbot Devon 1013 ONX 


climbing wall is well protected 
with safety padding. 

Both Sukainah and Ameenah 
were familiar with the noises 
produced by Burp Man, who 
showed us what happens when 
he is fed from a three feet tall 
fizzy drink can. No prizes for 
guessing the answer! 

Ameenah really enjoyed 
crawling through a giant 3D 
model of the digestive system 
from the mouth to large 
intestine and Sukainah 
discovered there is more to 


mot Teta’ 
“T FOR 0 ABI LIT Y 


QUALITY 


net enma n & 4 
ust some of t 


FIAT ASPEN 


Choice of petrol, diesel or 
its turbo diesel, low floor 
conversion, lightweight 
ramp, 4 doors plus tailgate, 
power steering, twin airbags. 


s of a vehicle from 


PAN Peasahuin ri th 
uli GOaACNWOrks Ltd. 


GM 


COACHWORK 


SPECIALIST VEHICLES 


Ring 01626 853050 


For more information visit our website www.gmesachwork.co.uk 


dissolve nails and razor blades? 
If you still have the stomach 
for it, you can find out Y U 
Stink! To achieve this, we had 
to match body odours with the 
area of the body they come 
from: lower intestines, mouth 
and feet. So, in the name of sci- 
ence, we all reluctantly smelt 
the odours. And yes, it was cer- 
tainly gross and not recom- 
mended directly after lunch! 


from our visit. The children 
had a lot of fun and there were 
plenty of buttons to push and 
handles to turn while learning 
about science. 

Facts on human bodily 
functions are displayed around 
each exhibit and Sukainah, 
who has Down’s syndrome and 
is partially sighted, was able to 
read the clear, large print. 
There are also video pictures to 


If you’re keen to take in the sights and 
smells of Westminster, you can try 


hopping on the frog — 


ou’ll be pleased to 

know that this involves 

no cruelty to one of 
Kermit’s relatives, but it does 
require you to ride an amphibi- 
ous landing craft which doubles 
as a bus reminiscent of the 
American school variety, with a 
bright yellow paint job and 
frog decor. The reason for the 
craft not being the same shade 
as the creature it is named after 
is that it is considered bad luck 
to sail a green boat. 

There are five frogs in all; 

each named after a 


Dan Batten did 


Shakespearean character. Our 
vessel, Desdemona, and the 
other four members of the fleet 
have all been converted from 
crafts that were used in the 
D-Day landings, so it’s impos- 
sible not to consider their past 
uses when you set sail. 

That is, if you can actually 
board the craft. Regretfully, 
wheelchair users can forget any 
chance of getting on board. 
Entrance is by five extremely 
steep steps, which I had trouble 
negotiating, especially on the 
way down, so it’s a good idea to 
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watch and games to play on. 

I found the exhibition 
educational and it gave the 
children an insight into how 
their body works and where 
those noises come from. The 
fun exhibits are displayed in 
a manner that the children 
could easily relate to and both 
Sukainah and Ameenah 
enjoyed the visual experience 
and hands-on activities. 

The Science Museum has a 
friendly atmosphere and caters 
well for visitors with 
disabilities. If you need to ask 
for assistance, staff are helpful 
and, more importantly, visible. 
Lifts, toilet facilities, cafés and 
seating areas are plentiful. 

There is even a cloakroom in 
the basement to save you 
carrying around excess 
baggage. An access and 
facilities guide is also available 
in advance or on arrival. 

The exhibition is a timed 
event and I found this helped 
to reduce over-crowding and 
gave the children a chance to 
get close to the exhibits. 

There is also a small gift shop 
where you can buy fake blood, 
wind-up body parts, eyeballs 
and jelly brain moulds, to name 
but a few items. Yuk! 


Free admission. 


Science Museum, 

Exhibition Road, South 
Kensington, London SW7 2DD, 
tel: 0870 870 4771, 

minicom: 020 7942 4445, 
www.sciencemuseum.org.uR 


take a pal who can give a hand. 
Once inside, legroom isn’t that 
plentiful for tall items like me, so 
take one of the longer back seats. 

The trip starts with a 
45-minute spell on dry land 
negotiating the streets of 
Westminster. Luckily, the 
guide’s chat was anything but 
dry. Although much of his spiel 
about Buckingham Palace, Big 
Ben et al was familiar to this 
life-long Londoner, his delivery 
was appealingly irreverent. 
Interesting facts mentioned 
included the £30 price tag for 
afternoon tea at The Ritz. Even 
for that price, I still wonder if it 
can compare to my local café’s 
sublime brew. 

Then we hit the water. The 
30-minute cruise in silence 
along the River Thames (the 
cleanest in Europe, incidentally) 
gives you plenty of time to take 
in your surroundings, with the 


Monster’s ball 


Cryptozoology may not sound like much to you, but for Jonn Downs, 
it's a way of life that takes him to the far reaches of the globe 


y elderly mother would 

regularly ask me when 

I was going to get a 
“proper” job. To ladies of her 
generation, this meant working 
in a bank or as a teacher, where- 
as her firstborn is Britain’s best 
known monster hunter. 

This name is not 

my own —I prefer the 
far more staid job 
description of 
cryptozoologist: 
someone who 
studies 
mysterious or 
unknown 
animals. 
But a sub- 
editor on 
one of the 
seedier 
tabloid 


guide providing his witty info 
on the return to our jetty based 
by the MI6 offices. One pearl of 
information is that the 
Parliament building has the 
Lord’s prayer written in Latin 
around its entire circumference 
to ward off evil spirits from the 
building. The guide and 
I aren’t so sure it has worked. 
Although access does bar 
many from using it, the number 
of landmarks the Frog takes in 
makes it well worth hopping 
on board if you’re a visitor to 
the capital. 
Tours depart from and return 
to Belvedere Road, behind 
County Hall, and last for 60-70 
minutes. Adults £15, conces- 
sions £13, children under 12 
£10, family ticket (two adults, 
two children) £45. 
Tel: 020 7928 3132. e-mail: 
enquiries@frogtours.com, 
website:www.frogtours.com 


newspapers described me as a 
“monster hunter” after I 
returned from an expedition to 
Puerto Rico in 1998, where I 
was investigating a grotesque 
vampire-like creature called el 
chupacabra. As any politician 
knows, once the tabloids give 
someone a nickname, it is 
practically impossible to 
shake it off. 

I have had mental health 
problems all my life. In recent 
years, I have also begun to 
have physical problems, 
and am now only semi- 
mobile. As a result of 
my illnesses, I left my 
last conventional job 

in 1990 and decided 
to dedicate what 
was left of my 
life to the 
scientific 
search for 
unknown 
animals. In 1992, I 
started an organisation 
called the Centre for 
Fortean Zoology and we 
now have representatives 
all over the world. 
“.) We have mounted 


expeditions to Puerto Rico, 
Mexico, various parts of the 
USA and Northern Thailand. 
Last week, we ensconced 
ourselves in the unlikely 
location of Martin Mere—a 
nature reserve in the flatlands of 
West Lancashire, where there 
have been reports of something 
very strange indeed. 

On Valentine’s Day, the 
Liverpool Echo announced that 
the manager of the nature 
reserve, which is owned by the 
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust, 
is convinced there is something 
large lurking in the deeps. Staff 
claim that some creature is 
responsible for dragging fully- 
grown swans into one of their 
lakes. Several visitors witnessed 
the swan trying to flee the grasp 
of a giant underwater predator. 

Centre manager Pat 
Wisniewski adds: “Whatever it 
was must have been pretty big to 
pull a swan back into the water. 
Swans weigh up to 13 kilos.” 

Four years ago, Pat spotted 
something that appeared to be a 
fish about six feet long circling 
the mere just below the waterline 
of the lake, which is three metres 


Big in Japan: cinematic fabrications such as Godzilla (above) 
undermine the seriousness of real-life cryptozoologists’ efforts 


deep in places. Pat is not the 
only person who has seen 
something large in the lake, and 
our best guess is that it is an 
Eastern European fish called the 
Wels Catfish which can grow up 
to 16 feet in length and which 
has allegedly killed people. 

These magnificent fish are 
not native to Britain but were 
introduced into many locations 
in the late 19th century. For 
some reason, they don’t usually 
grow very large in the UK, and 
the Martin Mere fish — if it is 
indeed a Wels — is almost 
certainly a UK record. 

Pat and Chris have been kind 
enough to co-operate fully with 
us and we are returning to 
Lancashire in late July with a 
full investigation team. We hope 
to bait the creature to the 
surface, establish its identity 
once and for all, and then 
release it back into the lake. 

It’s ironic, but I think my 
disability has been a help, rather 
than a hindrance in my career as 
a cryptozoologist. Despite the 
well-meaning efforts of society 
in general, many disabled 
people perceive themselves as 
outsiders. The search for 
monsters is, by anybody’s 
standards (especially those of 
the zoological establishment), 
an outsider discipline. Possibly 
this is why so many disabled 
people have chosen to become 
involved with what we do. 
Centre for Fortean Zoology, 

15 Holne Court, Exwick, 
Exeter EX4 2NA. 

website: www.eclipse.co.uk/cfz 
e-mail: cfz(@eclipse.co.uk 


“IT'S ALL SO 
EASY NOW" 


The Euroflex Compact electric 
wheelchair helps you get on top 
of those everyday difficulties 


Compact base and front wheel drive 


for easy operation at home or in the 


workplace 


For full information call 


FREEPHONE 0500 618008 


Comfort and stability outside even 
over rough or uneven ground 


Easy access through confined or 


NarroW Spaces 


Powered seat lift adjustment as 
standard 


Optional powered tilt, recline 
and footrest elevation, and choice 


of seats 


or write to: 


AINBOW 
EHAB 


RAINBOW REHAB (Dept DN) 
FREEPOST, The Coach House, 134 Purewell 
Christchurch, Dorset BH23 1BR 


www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
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Summer is here and it’s a great time to explore the countryside. Edward de la Billiére finds the perfect place 
to fill up on fresh air — the National Nature Reserves 


A walk on the wild side. 


: “ R 
ancy a day in the open detailing facilities at its most t. sa 2 : Se ee i 7” . ie eee Ra ee 
E:: taking in the flora accessible reserves was bi, Picola & ee . “ A % Mec de a ee 
and fauna? Little published last year. More Boe ee ‘* “9 aN 3 | 
known National Nature improvements are being made . 
Reserves, run by English all the time. . 
Nature, are some of the coun- The Lower Derwent Valley ; 
try’s key wildlife sites where near York has two National ) 
you can experience animals and _ Nature Reserves that meet the | 
birds first-hand and learn BT Countryside For All 
about conservation too. standards. One of their 
Nearly every rural county features for disabled people is 
has at least one reserve. They wheelchair access to a bird hide | 
were set up to protect the most where you can see swans, teal | 
important areas of wildlife and golden plover. | 
habitat and geological Assistant manager Craig | 
formations in Britain and also Ralston explained how the 
as places for scientific research. reserves, which are open all 
This does not mean they are year, change from summer to 
“no-go” areas for people — just winter. “They are seasonally 
that visitors must be careful not —_ flooded wet grassland. So in the 
to damage the wildlife of these winter they are great for <M ew = 
fragile places. wildfowl, and in the summer IS rasa NCUA REN Meecha to id OL reel Bm de > <= Men ef 
English Nature is the they become nice hay Nature in the raw: A group from the Leonard Cheshire Foundation in Grimsby make their way around 
government-funded body for meadows.” the Saltfleetby-Theddlethorpe Dunes reserve in Lincolnshire RICHARD BALDERSON 
promoting the conservation of “We went there to listen to 
England’s wildlife and natural the birdsong in the early grasshopper warbler. the 900m of easy access trails sketch, draw, photograph or 
features. It has recently spent evening,” said Diane Rowarth The guide told us not to around the reserve which link simply sit back and enjoy 
money improving access to 37 from the York branch of the worry about the fact you can’t up most of the habitats. From the view. 
of its reserves — easy access trails, Blind and Partially Sighted see it because nobody does!” there, you can see pond life, “A group of people with 
parking, Braille information, Society. “We were led by Saltfleetby-Theddlethorpe 
wheelchair access to hides, guides from English Nature Dunes reserve in Lincolnshire : : 
accessible toilets and more. who were very familiar and attracts regular group visits. We once heard a grasshopper warbler. The guide 
Entry to all the reserves is expert on the different types of Assistant site manager John told us not to worry eeu the fact you cant see it 
free and a free pamphlet birdsong. We once heard a Walker explained to me about because nobody does! 
For information about English Nature, to find a reserve or obtain the leaflet National Nature Reserves with waterfowl, butterflies, birds osteoporosis were reluctant to 
Facilities for Visitors with Disabilities, write to English Nature Enquiry Service, Northminster House, and rare flowers. The trails also _ leave last Saturday,” he said. 
Peterborough PE1 1UA, tel: 01733 455000, fax: 01733 568834, or visit www.englishnature.org.uk join the three viewing “They told me that some days 


platforms from which people out are very boring but this one 
had been great.” 


coe Saltfleetby has many access 
[] CH ARTWELL ° E facilities including tactile 
D 


Liam is a happy 
and contented 
_ baby who needs 
an adoptive family. 


p information boards and free 
INSU RANCE audio players giving 
information about what to see. 
DISABLED DRIVERS’ John Coates of the Leonard 
Cheshire Foundation in 
Grimsby has been on several 
MOTOR CLUB trips there. 


“Everyone found it very 


A partnership for the best rates & policies accessible= henoldmemcmne 


wardens made it thoroughly 


MOTOR INSURANCE & LEGAL PROTECTION | | interesting and people came 


Do you have the 
time & space in 
your life to share 
with him? 


Liam likes his cuddles and cutely smiles at people Adapted Vehicle Specialist away very enthused.” 
_ he recognises. He has a strong personality and knows Optional RAC Cover @ £49 aikeie: wines bis 
| what he wants. He likes his food and has stable feeding ae 4 eee pagel a 
| and sleeping patterns. TRAVEL — Best Rates for Disabled People lwould liketo 2s cana 
| Both of Liam’s parents have mental health difficulti WHEELCHAIR 0 i Ev eu a pee 
| There is a genetic risk that Liam will develop anil eta a amalgam We ae pertnee 
| illness in late adolescence. Liam’s hearing may also be HOUSEHOLD — Bulldings & Contents ee Wallwork, a, fe 
__ impaired and he is currently undergoing tests for this. COMMERCIAL INSURANCE (incl. Home-working) wheelchair user who also has a 
| Given his personal and parental background Liam may learning disability, did some 
_ have developmental/educational delay and adopters FREEPHONE 0800 652 4652 pond dipping, 
should be able to manage a degree of uncertainty MEMBER “had a leech on my hand,” 
surrounding such issues. he told me. 
iG Personally I have a fear of 
| To find out more about becoming the permanent tant leeches, so I asked if he had 
family that Liam needs contact Jeanne Duncan Visa/Mastercard/Switch/Instalments/Direct Debit SO ae 
Tel: 020 8770 4477 Chartwell House 292/294 Hale Lane, Edgware, Middx, HA SNP i 
238%) | | web: www.insureable.com « email: info@chartwelli acne 
London Borough of Sutton Adoption & Fostering Service wales : |S lia eataa back. It was.a beautiful day, 
| Sutton ESTABLISHED OVER 35 YEARS with a clear sky. The facilities 


were good. I miss all of it.” 
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Get out! 


There are loads of interesting places to go 
this summer. Laura Strong finds out 


Wear! The new Blue Reef Aquarium offers visitors a view 

of the world’s oceans. Take a look at the 200,000 litre 
tropical ocean tank, where a see-through tunnel gives you close 
encounters with sharks, stingrays and brightly coloured reef 
fish, or visit the aquarium’s 30 other displays. Blue Reef also has 
aquariums in Portsmouth and Newquay (see website below for 
details). Tickets are £4.95 for adults, £3.25 for children and £4.25 
for senior citizens; a family ticket is £14.95. For more details, 


tel: 0191 258 1031, or visit www.bluereefaquarium.co.uk 
eeling flat now the 
le Golden Jubilee week- 
end is over? Well, pine 


no more — the Museum of 
London is holding The 
Queen and Us until 8 
September. The exhibition 
includes photographs, mem- 
orabilia and stories of royal 
celebrations past and present. 
Lifts can currently only carry 
one wheelchair at a time. 
Admission is free. For infor- 
mation, tel: 020 7814 5777, or 
take a look at the website: 
www.museum-london.org.uk 


T= something fishy going on in Tynemouth, Tyne and 


weeks, the Swansea Bay Festival is the place to 

head. This three-month extravaganza includes 
music, children’s days, theatre, art and much 
more. For details of events, tel: 01792 635433, 
Swansea Shopmobility tel: 01792 461 785, 
website: www.swanseabayfestival.net 


visit to the National Football Museum, which opened in 
Aree last year, will appeal to fans of any age — 

especially if you weren’t lucky enough to get to Japan. The 
museum offers a history of the game over the last 150 years, along 
with an interactive exhibition — how do you fancy taking part in a 
special edition of Match of the Day? Admission is £6.95 for adults 
and £4.95 for children and concessions. For information, tel: 01772 
908442, or go to www.nationalfootballmuseum.com 


Jes. in south Wales over the next few 


ed up with the hassles of modern life? Berkeley 

Castle, Gloucestershire, will cheer you up with 

Joust, a recreation of life in 
Medieval England, 27 and 28 July. 
The fair includes craft stalls, wan- 
dering minstrels and story- 
tellers, jousting, archery and 
falconry. What is more, hun- 
dreds of armoured knights | 
re-enact bloody battles in the 4 
grounds of the castle. While 
the jousting is outdoors ona ff 
flat field, access to the castle 
is stairs only. Tickets are £12 
for adults and £5. Tel: 020 
7482 0115, www-joust.info 


~ f the Chelsea Flower Show caught your interest, why not give 
_ the International Festival of Gardens a go? This new garden 
show will be held 7 June-8 September at Westonbirt 
Arboretum in Gloucestershire and promises to be a real post- 
Chelsea treat for gardeners everywhere. Designers have been 


| ork’s Jorvik centre, a reconstruction of the Viking city of 
Vien reopened in April last year to give an even wider 
view of the city’s tenth century businesses, backyards 
and even bedrooms. Visitors are transported round the city in 


given a budget of £12,000 per garden and the theme “Innovation 
and Ideas to Steal” to come up with groundbreaking ideas you 
can copy at home. Tickets: £6 adults, £1 children and disabled 


_} time capsules, and there is an adapted capsule for wheelchair 
| users. Disabled visitors are encouraged to call ahead. 
i | Admission is £6.95 for adults, £5.10 for children and £6.10 for 


people. Parking free. Limited number of free loan wheelchairs. 
Tel: 0800 093 4075, website: www.festivalofgardens.co.uk 


4 senior citizens; a family ticket costs £21.95. For information, 
a tel: 01904 643211, website: www-jorvik-viking-centre.co.uk 


The No 1 event in the South East for the 7 
elderly, the disabled, their carers and healthcare 
professionals. In 2002 it promises to be... 


e 
Bringing the community together 


Independent 
LIVING 


Sn Unformative.. 


PROMOTING INDEPENDENCE 


18 & 19 September 2002 
Wembley 


Over 140 exhibitors displaying 100s of products. 


Visit the Internet Café, the Relaxation Zone or go ona Senso! 'y Journey. 


Enjoyable.... 
FREE Public Seminars advising you how to get the most out of life. 

The very latest product designs will be in the Inclusive Design Gallery. 
Dedicated... 
fe elliice:.-.. 


It aims to inform, educate and help you overcome day to day challenges. 
Meet a new friend at the 4dptogether.com Singles Bar. 

Pos he MVS eee Helping you to make informed purchasing decisions. 
Ee Nerg izin Qg. Visit the fully equipped Gym or test a range of complementary therapies. 
London venue, the only event of its kind in the South East. 

Featuring a wide range of products, seminars and a dedicated DDA Forum. 
Ed ucationall.. Visit the Association Village to find out how national bodies and charities can help you. 


EN ©CeCeSSary... Amust attend event on maintaining an independent and active life. 


Peeristec.....6 


Renowned for being a first class event. 


Please send me free tickets 


FOR FREE TICKETS: @ 0870 429 4372 
or visit: www.independentlivingevents.co.uk 
or fax the coupon to O20 7874 0217 


Name 
Job title 


Place of work 


Address 
The Independent Living Series is Therasy We Dpea ee aeabs Ee, 
organised in association with ioe FOUNDATION ms 
mai 


@ the architects’ journal 4dp{Qgether.com RIOMTAN 


J Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive information from other companies 


bower aa 


IL London enjoys the support of 
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children. The further the film 
probed, the clearer it became 
that the problem was buried 
deep within the internal 
politics of the Catholic church. 

Diane Maroger’s Forbidden 
Motherhood, promised more 
than it delivered. The issue of 
sterilisation was not really 
explored, leaving an 
uninteresting documentary 
about a disabled couple. A more 
enjoyable work by Maroger 
was Body Talk, an energetic 
performance to camera by US 
poet (and co-director) Cheryl 
Marie Wade, narrator of 
Disability Culture Rap, an 
old favourite at this festival. 

Ray Harrison Graham’s 
Rush 2, originally broadcast as 
part of the Channel Four series 
Vee-TV, followed a group of 
deaf youngsters, and was a 
welcome follow-up to Rush. 
Graham continues to grow as 
both writer and director, with 
a team of skilled deaf actors. 


ow thrilled were we 

to hear from the 

PM that “There is 
nothing more important 
than David Beckham’s 
foot”? Happily, the 
metatarsal in question was 
protected by a crutch dur- 
ing Beckham’s World Cup 
Charity Party (ITV1). Good 
to know that disability is so 
high on Tony Blair’s agenda 
— along, allegedly, with that 
funeral. 

Speaking of funerals, 
Tanni Grey- Thompson 
gave Kaye Adams a preview 
of hers on CS’s It’s Your 
Funeral. She wants burying 
with her boots on (well 
purple Doc Martins 
actually), her sister Sian 
reading from Watership 
Down and Soft Cell’s 
Tainted Love playing at the 
huge party afterwards — 
with a free bar, of course. 
Sounds good to me. 

Michael, 16, is intelligent, 
articulate and sociable. 

He has schizophrenia. C4’s 
Inside My Head used his 
video diary to highlight the 
mental turmoil endured by 
him and his family. This 
series runs Sundays at 8pm. 
Don’t miss it. 

Gangster’s moll Kate 
Kray went to meet Duchy 
Peters, legless thalidomide 
survivor, martial arts expert 


Disability Film Festival 


odd 


ondon Disability Arts 
Forum’s Disability 
Film Festival goes 


from strength to strength. 
Apart from a preview 

screening of a new print of 

Freaks (to be reviewed in a 


later issue), the strongest of 
the longer pieces was Steve 
Dwoskin’s Intoxicated by 

My Illness (Intensive Care). 
Dwoskin filmed in hospital 
while undergoing surgery and 
used the resulting footage as 
the core of a tender and honest 


animation about a disabled 
woman who resists being 
shielded from male strippers. 
At the more avant-garde 
end of the spectrum, Katharine 
Araniello keeps developing in 
expertise and confidence. 
Who else would present us 
with such images as a baby 
wrapped in tinfoil? I hope we 
will soon start to see longer 
work by this talented artist. 
Allan Sutherland 


The shorts continued to 
delight with their variety and 
freshness. Life After the Bullet 
(above) documented a US peer 
mentoring scheme for young 
men disabled by gunshot 
wounds. Uncle, Cousin, 
Brother, a set of three clay 
animations about the film- 
maker’s disabled relatives, was 
a big hit with the audience. 
Jenny Meredith’s The Chapeau 
Roan was a lively little 


dialogue-free film about 
illness, pain and sexuality. 
Flavia Fontes’s Forbidden 
Wedding followed the wedding 
plans of a Brazilian disability 
activist forbidden to marry by 
his local bishop because he 
was allegedly unable to father 


The Chicken Shed Theatre 
Company have launched a 


This process, a response to his 
disability, produced some of 
his most distinctive works. 
This is a great opportunity 
to take a fresh look at a broad, 
intelligently selected range of 
the two artists’ work. Much of 
it is very familiar, but this just 
adds to the thrill of the real 
thing. It is crowded, but if you 
can face that, you should not 
be disappointed. 
Until 18 August, Tate 


| Coming up @ 
BBC Wales is working on a 
new drama, Bay College, 

and is looking for five extras 
with disabilities to appear in 
crowd scenes, social scenes 
and corridors. The disability 
or gender doesn’t matter, but 
you must be between the ages 
of 16 and 25. If you or anyone 
you know is interested, please 


new theatre group in 
Hillingdon with workshops 
to develop drama, dance and 
singing skills. Children aged 
7-11 who live or attend school 
in Hillingdon are welcome to 
attend. There is also a group 
for children aged 11-16. 
Sessions are held on 
Wednesdays at British 
Airways, Waterside, 


Matisse Picasso 


dod 


he summer’s block- 
buster exhibition at the 
Tate Modern is Matisse 


Picasso. Between them, these 
two artists were responsible 
for some of the most signifi- 
cant developments of their 


contact Lee or Tuesday 
Burgess at Maggie Dog Films 
Tel: 01633 255719, e-mail: 
maggiedogfilms@hotmail.com 


Harmondsworth, and start in 
September. Tel: 020 8351 6161 
ext. 223, or e-mail: national 

program@chickenshed.org.uk 


PUNCTURE FREE TYRES FOR SCOOTER AND 
ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS NEW FROM 
URATHON EUROPE Ltd 


“Dog tired of tyre problems?" 
Urathon introduce into the UK an American manufactured 


polyurethane tyre for electric scooters and powered wheelchairs. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


Urathon polyurethane tyres will NEVER let you 
down NO flat spotting NO tyre degradation. 
Ride characteristic and rolling resistance 
equivalent to a rubber tyre BUT with a longer 
life NO moisture retention. They will NEVER 
mark your floor like rubber tyres. Weight ratio is 
similar to pneumatic tyre and inner tube. 


A tried and tested product now in use by one of the 
leading European manufacturers of Electric 
Wheelchairs and Scooters 


Tyre sizes 


300-4 (260 x 85) 


Rim fits avaliable for 12.5 x 2.25 
26-28mm 30-32mm 32-34mm 40-42mm 


Contact your dealer or speak to Urathon on 
01249 760581 or visit their website at 
www.urathon.com for a complete product list 
of flat free tyre, wheels, castors, etc. 


SOLUTIONS IN 
TECHNOLOGY 


All major credit cards accepted 


Go out and enjoy the outdoors, with no fear of ever being 
stranded when Urathon flat free tyres are fitted. 


Full refund if not entirely satisfied, if goods are returned in saleable condition within 7 days. 


Goods in stock delivered within 28 days. 
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time. The exhibit contains an 


' unmissable range of the two 


men’s work — paintings, 


| drawings and sculpture. 


The two are often 
contrasted. Matisse was the 
contemplative Frenchman 
who sought “an art of 
balance, of purity and 
serenity, devoid of troubling 


or depressing subject matter”. 


Picasso was younger, a 
passionate Spaniard who 
engaged with the ugliness of 
his age. Picasso was full of 
energy; Matisse was orderly 
and, following an operation 


in 1941, increasingly disabled. 


In fact, the two developed 
a relationship of enormous 
mutual respect, finding in the 
other qualities they lacked in 
themselves. The exhibition 
brings together works in 
which the two influenced 
each other. It begins with 
their first known meeting in 
1906 and extends past 
Matisse’s death in 1954. 

I was particularly keen to 


see Matisse’s cut-outs. He had 


his assistants paint sheets of 
paper which he then cut up 
with a large pair of scissors 


and directed the placing of the 


pieces from his chair or bed. 


OOOO excellent 


OOO very good 


Modern, Bankside, London, 
tel: 020 7887 8000. 


et 


I also visited the Great 
Eastern Hotel whose current 
exhibition is Us & Them. 
The old Victorian railway 
hotel has recently been 
completely refurbished by 
Conran, with the dingy inter- 
nal light transformed into a 
bright, glass-roofed atrium. 

For this show, 15 artists — 
including David Lock, a past 
performer with CandoCo — 
were invited to make work 
in response to staying in the 
hotel. Some interesting work 
emerged. Lock’s painting 
(above) evokes a “dreamy, 
distorted sensuality”, but be 
warned: he has chosen to 
hang it in the one inaccessible 
space in the gallery! 
Until 25 August, Great 
Eastern Hotel, Liverpool 
Street, London, 
tel: 020 7618 5284 

Adam Reynolds 


© good 
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and all round scary person 
in C5’s Hard Bastards. I 
thought I was handy with 
my sticks, but you want to 
see him brandishing a rice 
flail. Choose your weapons 
—if you think you’re hard 
enough. 

Meanwhile on tasteless 
TV, C4’s Banzai invited us 
to decide which of three 
male pianists was the one 
with a hook for a hand. 
Don’t ask. 

Vee-TV’s drama Rush on 
C4 is a breathless mix of 
blackmail, incest, child 
abuse, forced marriage and 
violence — all in five minutes. 
By contrast, Alan Arkin’s 
dignified performance as 
deaf mute John Singer in 
CS5’s showing of the 1967 
film The Heart is a Lonely 
Hunter well deserved its 
Oscar nomination. 

You know it’s Christmas 
when you hear Carols From 
King’s. BBC2’s Homeground 
went to meet Alexander 
Stobbs, who fought off fierce 
competition and cystic 
fibrosis to sing in King’s 
College Choir. It’s official — 
singing is good for you. 

Jane Shepherd 


© OK poor 


Freedom in focus B09 


A winning streak 


It was a competitive year, with excellent results. John Pring joined the 
Freedom in Focus winners at the House of Lords to celebrate 


our winning photographs 

from this year’s Freedom 

in Focus awards will 
receive national television expo- 
sure, thanks to one of the judges. 

Sian Lloyd has arranged 
| for four of the landscape 
photographs to be displayed 
behind her as she presents the 
weather forecast after ITV’s 
10pm news later this year. 

She said: “The quality of the 
photographs really, really 
impressed me. I thought they 
were absolutely fantastic.” 

The winners of this year’s 
competition, organised by DN 
and Leonard Cheshire, were 
announced at a House of Lords 
reception hosted by Baroness 
Wilkins. There were a record 
260 entries, with 900 
photographs. 

Freelance photographer 
Graham Bool, one of the 
judges, said that several photo- 
graphs were “wows”. “It has 
not been contrived. They are 
proper photographs,” he said. 

Stuart Parry, who won best 
landscape picture in the under 
18s for Twilight, was entering 
his first photographic 
competition. 

He said he was “very 
shocked” but “happy”, when 
he heard he had won. He is 
now hoping to study 
photography at college. 

Ray Healey used to work 
in the fishing industry until 
an accident left him with 
visual and neurological 
impairments. He then taught 


himself photography. 

His photograph, The 
Landscape of the Lighthouse 
Stoer, won best landscape in 
the 18 and over section. He said 
of his win: “This has been a 
dream for me.” 

Each of the winners received 
Canon digital cameras, worth 
£500, and the runners-up 
received 35mm Canon cameras. 

The adult winners also 
received a holiday at Leonard 


Cheshire’s Park House Hotel in 
Sandringham. The under18s 
won a trip on the London Eye. 
An exhibition of the winning 
photographs and best entries 
will take place at Cotton’s 
Atrium at London Bridge, 
London, from 11 to 17 August. 
All 10 winning pictures can be 
viewed on the DN website’. 
Freedom in Focus 2003 will be 
introduced in DN later this year. 
*www.disabilitynow.org.uk 


Picture perfect: Twilight by Stuart Parry (above); Early Morning 
Mist by Glyn James (below); Myself by David Riordan (left) 


THE WINNERS AF 


18 and over: 
Landscape: 


Winner: Ray Healey, 
Lochinver, Sutherland 


Runner-up: Glyn James, 
Washington, Tyne 

and Wear 

Highly Commended: 
James Atkinson, 
Northampton 

Portrait: 


Winner: David Riordan, 
Bristol 


Runner-up: 
Jo Halpin Jones, King's Lynn 


Under 18: 
Landscape: 


Winner: Stuart Parry, 
Belmont School, 
Buckley, Flintshire 


Runner-up: Lee Penniall, 
Rectory Paddock School, 
Orpington 

Highly Commended: 
Gareth Stafford, Wrexham 
Portrait: 


Winner: Sarah Harrison, 
Rectory Paddock School, 
Orpington 

Runner-up: Steven Martin, 
Belmont School, Buckley, 
Flintshire 


Celebrating at the Lords: 

Top right: Baroness Wilkins. 
Top left: Ray Healey and 

Sian Lloyd in front of his 
winning landscape. 

Below right: Sarah Harrison 
poses with Sian and her 
winning portrait. Sarah plans 
to use her prize camera to take 
pictures of her golden retriever 
Poppy and new baby cousin. 
Below left: Sian with Steven 
Martin (left) and Stuart Parry 
(right). 
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30 Parent’s voice 


‘When the techniques failed, 


JOHN FIRMAN 


All in the family: Maureen at home with Emma (left), her husband Jeff, and daughter Lucy (right) 


Excerpt from With These Hands 


gy The first few days that I was on my own with Emma were, to say the least, 
very nerve-wracking for me. I remember feeling very alone with this tiny, 
helpless baby and the mammoth task of looking after her, although at the 
same time I knew that was the way it had to be. It would be impossible for 
me to have an able-bodied person around, as they would, naturally enough, 
want to help me; and I knew that any such “help” would result in them tak- 
sail ing over. And that definitely wasn’t going to happen — Emma was my baby. 
Despite wanting to desperately, which lead to me arguing with myself as to whether or not I could 
manage this alone, I didn’t actually bath Emma during the day, but would wait until Ken came home 
to help. Instead, each morning I would get a small tub of water and just wash her face and bottom. 
However, after a few weeks my confidence grew. I knew she would feel better for having a soak, 
so I came up with a scheme: I lifted her carry cot out of its frame and put the baby bath in it, then 
I wheeled it into the bathroom and put a few jugs of water in it, just enough to cover Emma’s 
bottom. I then wheeled the bath back into the bedroom where Emma was lying on the double bed. 
After undressing her, I lined her up with the bath, which was positioned at the bottom of the bed, 
and slid her down into the water by holding her legs. 


This box contains important information 


| The problem is - 
you can’t see anything in the box! 


TALKING NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION OF THE UK 


I felt when my doctor 
confirmed that I was 
expecting a baby. No doubt, 


[i never forget the euphoria 


I was just one woman among 
thousands receiving the same 
news. For me, however, things 
were going to be rather different. 

You see, as a result of 
childhood polio, both my 
arms are paralysed and my legs 
are severely weakened. I have a 
little use in my right hand and 
I wear a strap of limb elastic 
around my right wrist which 
I hold in my teeth in order to 
lift my hand. 

My husband shared the joy 
of my pregnancy immediately, 
though at first family and 
friends voiced concerns about 


invented others 


Most parents have their hands full with 
raising children, but Maureen Fenner 
found she had to use her teeth — along 
with creativity and determination 


———r = 


change its nappies. I was. 

At the time of my pregnancy, 
if you asked me how I was going 
to accomplish these tasks, I 
would have said: “It’ll come to 
me.” And that’s what happened. — 

When I gave birth to Emma, 
the sight of my beautiful 
daughter strengthened my 
resolve; she was much too 
precious to share. 

I asked for my own room in 
the hospital, knowing the first 
days of Emma’s life would not 
be easy. There was no blueprint 
to learn from, and I didn’t want 


an audience while experiment- 
ing with various techniques. 
When the techniques failed, 4 
I invented others. 


The first time I lifted Emma 


‘| had no doubt who would care for my baby. | knew 
who was going to wash it, dress it, feed it, and 


change its nappies. | was’ 


the practicalities of me caring 
for the baby. After all, 
effectively I have no arms, and it 
was suggested that my husband 
leave his job and stay at home. 
However, despite what 
anyone else thought, I had no 
doubt who would care for my 
baby. I knew who was going to 
wash it, dress it, feed it, and 


| But you can see what follows and that gives you an immediate advantage over nearly 1.7 million 
i 


individuals in this country for whom, to all intents and purposes, this advertisement and, indeed, 
'e rest of the magazine, is as empty as the box. These are blind and partially-sighted people for 
whom the regular flow of news, taken for granted by the rest of us, is simply not there. 


However, help is at hand through the network of local Talking Newspapers and the National 
Service. Together they provide audio tape versions of approximately 1100 local papers along 
with more than 200 national publications. The National Service also provides material in 


| electronic format. 
For more information contact: 


TNAUK, National Recording Centre, Heathfield, East Sussex TN21 8DB 
Telephone: 01435 866102 Website: www.tnauk.org.uk Email: info @ tnauk.org.uk 


Registered Charity 293656 
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from her cot beside my bed, 

I took hold of the front of her 
dress in my teeth, gently putting 
her on to the bed. This 
manoueyre was quite successful, 
though Emma slipped down a 
little. I decided that in future 
she would wear the all-in-one 
“babygrows” so that when I 
picked her up, her body would 
stay straight. After practice, we 
got this down to a fine art. To 
feed her, I would put Emma on 
the crook of my knee, holding 
the bottle in my hand. Dressing 
her, I would struggle those tiny 
limbs into sleeves and leg holes. 
The effort often caused Emma 
to fall asleep, exhausted. 
Sometimes me too! 

I used disposable nappies, 
which in those days were a new 
invention. Spreading the nappy 
out on the bed below Emma, 

I held her ankles in my fingers 
and slid her down on to the 
nappy. Once positioned, 

I pulled the centre of the nappy 
up between Emma’s legs, 
holding it in place with my 
hand. With my lips, I would 
first pull one side of the nappy 
over to the centre, peel off the 
sticky paper with my teeth, 
then the other side, pushing 

it down with my chin. 

Things were difficult, but 
I wouldn’t have missed the 
experience of motherhood for 
the world. 

Maureen Fenner’s book With 
These Hands (Heartland, £10) 
can be ordered from local 
bookstores, or from Heartland 
Publishing, tel: 01622 843040. 


<<< << 
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Brotherwood 
conversion 


A new star is born... —-AC : mathe new 


* 


The ‘Klastar’ conversion fea- 
tures a low level floor offering 
excellent visibility, with secure 
and stable ride for the wheelchair 
passenger. Many new features 
from Brotherwood’s design devel- 
opments including the very latest 
cassette ramp 


trom $22,9/5./O0 
- Vaneo Trend 1.6 Petrol (82bhp) - Manual 5 speed or 


Diesel available. Low & level floor, 60” internal headroom. 


| gw Brotherwood conversion of the 

/ Mercedes Vaneo in current develooment 
and test programme. V.C_A. Type 

TewexceagsuTy Approval under application. 


The very latest specification Volkswagen Sharan, Ford 
Galaxy and Seat Alhambra form the basis of one of 
Brotherwood’s most highly acclaimed conversions. 

This quality M.P.V. is matched with an equal quality con- 
version where the wheelchair passenger travels centrally, 
immediately behind the driver and front passenger. Seating 

for friends or family is provided either side. 


el 


N SL With standard roof (§4” headroom) 


1F7O.E2 (5 0’SI’ netro! manual 6 cneed 
¥5 (2.0 SL petrol, Manual 6 speed 
3 | I 


@ ithe Volkswagen Sharan. 
“SS V.C.A. Type Approval 
nemmoraguurr No. LC326/A/027 Ext. No.2 | 


The Brotherwood conversion of the award winning Fiat 
Multipla provides access to the front of the vehicle via a 
shallow rear entry ramp. Seated alongside the driver, 

the wheelchair passenger is able to enjoy the plea- 
, sure of clear visibility and a comfortable ride posi- 
! tion whilst totally secured by a fully tested restraint 
and personal safety belt. 


Two compact vehicles 


oa 


~ hn f Ta 
004.40 


j 


Multipla from £20 


- Petrol 1.6 SX - Manual 5 speed or Diesel available. 


with Brotherwood quality 


conversions - both with a 
Low & level floor through to forward passenger 


low and level floor, optimis- 
= . ioe position with 56” headroom as standard roof. 


ing visibility and ride comfort 
for the wheelchair passenger. 


| Brotherwood conversion of the 


Fiat Multipla development & test 
programme. Complete V.C_A. 
ht gerne approval subject fo final inspection. | 


Quick and simple loading via the 
lightweight ramp makes those “pop- 


ping and shopping” trips a pleasure. 


Berlingo from £14,373.59 


- 14i Petrol Forte - Manual 5 speed, Low & Level floor (61” flat floor 


conversion) with 57” headroom 


Brotherwood conversion of 
the Citroén Berlingo. 5 Door. 


V.C.A. Type Approval 
No. LC334/A/035. Ext. No.2 Kangoo Feast £14,409.12 


- Petrol 1.2 16v Authentique - Manual 5 speed or 


Biinoniecd connacniel Automatic, Diesel available. Low & Level floor (61” 


the Renault Kangoo. 5 Door. | flat floor conversion) with 58” headroom 


V.C.A. Type Approval 
No. LC357/A/059 


CITROEN BERLINGO 


BROTHERWOOD 


Phone now for more details and availability, on Tel: 01935 872603 


is] | ae i : ee Ay otability|} 
VCA Visit our website www.brotherwood.com for more information on our complete range of conversions an aes eee 


4 


OGM Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP_ + Fax: 01935 872853 + e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com 


ISO 9001:2000 


NEW OR USED e SHORT & LONG TERM HIRE ¢ FINANCE ¢ AFTER SALES SERVICE * BUY-BACK SERVICE 
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32 Checkout 


DN sent in the experts to check out new products at May’s Naidex exhibition in Birmingham 


Keep on moving 


Sue Clements and David Bauer found no shortage of 
mobility assistance equipment on display 


aidex/Kidequip was so 
busy that it was a slow 
process for David, a 


wheelchair user, and me to 
investigate new and interesting 
products. David was on the 
lookout for a new everyday-use 
chair and several possibilities 
were on display. 

[he TI-Lite range, 
imported from the US and 
made from titanium, is 
extremely light. This 


makes for fairly aN 
effortless A fh \ 
propulsion. ae 


There were a 


several 


options 

available, 

from MB’S 

N fobility * 

(tel: 01704 = 
501611, 5 ae J 


www.mbees.co.uk) 
and Gerald Simonds 
(tel: 01296 380200 
www.gerald-simonds.co.uk). 
Cyclone have introduced a 
new chair (above, £1,445) 
which has large diameter 
tubing for its frame, following 
a trend for thicker tubing on 
mountain bikes. It is cleverly 
designed so that there is more 
room under the seat. This 


ses the same transfer system 
| as the manual Carony. 


of your seat ! 


Other Services we offer :- 


The Midland’s Installation Centre for the Carony 
In-Car Wheelchair System 


The ultimate system that saves the carer's back. 
This no lifting transfer system from home to car 
has changed many peoples lives! 


The Carouy Lifestyle electric 


wheelchair system - front or rear wheel 
drive - left or right joystick controller - 
optional attendant controller - 
Recaro Mobility Seat with 
various seat options. 


From home to shops without getting out 


makes it easier to get the chair 
into a car and across the body 
when sitting on the front seat. 
Tel: 0151 346 2310. 

Lomax has developed a new 
2Active chair with Tanni Grey 
Thompson. Like the Cyclone, 
this has a body hugging 
design. Prices start at £1.295. 
Tel: 01382 503000, 
www.lomaxmobility.com 

David was unable to road 
test either of these chairs, 
because 
of the way they 
A were displayed. 
| He was impressed 
with the Ti Lite 
<9 If) range, but made 
g/ the point that an 
/ overriding concern 
#7 isthe ability to get 

his chair mended quickly 
when there is a problem. 

Moving on to powered 
mobility, Days Medical have 


[3 


OF 


launched their own complete 
range of scooters, from a 
compact three wheeler to an 
8mph four wheeler. As a help 
to remember their names, they 
have all been named after 
varieties of wine! Prices range 
from £999 to £2,848. 

Tel: 01656 657495, 
www.daysmedical.com 


Bruno wheelchair & scooter hoists. | Wheelchair platform lifts. 
Swivel seat systems. Push/ pull hand controls. Left accelerator 
pedal flip up system. Electric handbrake. T - handle parking brake 
release. Lightened power steering. Smaller steering wheels. 
Steering knobs. Infra-red controls. 


Send or phone for free colour brochure now! 


E.R. Mobility, 


8 Berrington Road, Sydenham Ind. Est. Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire. CV 311 NB Tel. 01926 470944 
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We had a good trial of the 
new Jazzy 1121 powered 
wheelchair (£2,999) from Pride 
Mobility Products. This is 
narrower and has a better 
turning circle than the 
1120. David had used the 
Jazzy for shopping and 
commented that it 
was easy to get close 
to the shelves. Tel: 
01869 233100. 

Otto Bok had 
probably the most 
expensive powered : 
chair we had both ever | ~ 
seen. At £25,000it 
has space age design 
in bright yellow, 
a lap-top 
computer in 
one arm anda 
CD player in the 
other. Probably impractical, 
but it certainly cut quite a dash 
around the exhibition. Tel: 0178 
4744900, www.ottobock.co.uk 

For carers needing help with 
pushing wheelchairs, Sir Clive 
Sinclair’s company Sinclair 
Research have developed a new 
ultra lightweight and 
competitively priced add-on 
power unit. [t is neat, easy to 
attach and folds with the chair. 
The battery unit is small and 


attaches to the wheelchair frame. 
It takes up space under the seat 
when operating, so this may 
impede a carer’s stride, though 
this is similar to some of the 
other models. Tel: 0207 839 6868. 
Another innovative design on 
display was the Haptica guido 
(left, € 12,000; approx- 
imately £8,000). This 
intelligent walking aid 
guides the user, 
. collecting infor- 
_— mation about the 
local environment 
_ via sensors and is 
able to talk to the 
user, telling them 
about obstacles and 
openings along their 
route. It is a large piece 
of equipment and we 
only tested it on carpet. 
However, it is still in its 
early days. Tel: +353 
(0)1635 9775, 
www.haptica.com 
Two things of 
interest to people who 
have lower limb paralysis 
y were the dynamic 
parapodium and an adapted 
recumbent cycle. The dynamic 
parapodium (right) is a polish 
innovation, although the 
company is seeking UK 
outlets. It is a walker anda 
standing frame and one of the 
models enables the user to rise 
from sitting to standing 
unaided. Training would be 
needed initially but the 
equipment can be used for 
rehab and potentially in the 


ALL PICTURES BY GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


home setting. Tel: +4842 674 
83 84, www.parapodium.pl 

Recumbent cycling is a 
sport which is taking off; it 
allows the cyclist to sit back 
whilst taking a ride. David 
Donaldson and Tim Perkins 
demonstrated this at Naidex 
with electrical stimulation of 
the leg muscles to operate the 
pedals of the machine. It 
is in the early stages of 
development but an exciting 
possibility for the future. 
tap@medphys.ucl.ac.uk 
nickd@medphys.ucl.ac.uk 

It was a good day for both 
of us and the joining together 
of Naidex and Kidequip 
attracted a large attendance 
which gave the exhibition a 
real buzz. 
Sue Clements is 
senior advisor at 
the Disabled Living 
Foundation. 


Coming up shor 


Anita Stack found some bright spots amid a scant selection 


Naidex/Kidequip logo, 
thinking there would be a 
large section and new products. 
Instead, I found a small section 

and few new ideas. 


i was excited to see the 


Safespaces was like a room, 
safe and comfortable for 
children who need a calm 
environment and are in 
danger from violent seizures 
or who may injure themselves 
in the night. Sleep deprivation 
for child and parent is a huge 
problem. In some cases, 
children are taken into care 
because parents cannot cope. 
So this idea was good and 
also economical and flexible — 
the space can be moved to 
another room if need be. 

Even so, I think strict 
guidelines should be included 
in its prescription: parents 
should know that their children 
have been prescribed the 
equipment for specific reasons, 
and it is essential that children 
have an equal amount of 
inclusive activity with their 
family and in an educational 
environment. Prices range from 
£1,400 to £2,370. Contact Jill 


Morony, tel/fax: 01706 816274, 
e-mail: jkmorony@ 
safespaces.co.uk 

The Kindersafe bed (£780), 
designed by parents and 
therapists for children who 
have a tendency to self-harm 
in the night, gives them 
comfort and safety as well as 
allowing the parent to get 
some sleep. It can be 
transported in the family car 
and is also washable, bright 
and playful looking. Sometimes 
the best designs are the 
simplest. Tel: 01978 810777, 
e-mail: contact@kinderkey.co.uk 

The Helping Hand 
Company took the only 
commendation at Naidex, for a 
new functional chair that can 
be used in classrooms. The 
Fingerform Dynamic 3D seat 
offers three-dimensional 
support, allowing movement 
and flexibility, and may help 
absorb extensor patterns of the 
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Prime your pad 


Mary Queally checked out the home exhibits at Naidex and 


came back with a wide range of products 


This year’s Naidex 

exhibition was a welcome 
return to form after some 
recent sedate outings. 

The big news was that 
Naidex and Independent 
Living will merge next year. 
This will reduce the number 
of exhibitions overall, but 
hopefully now each event 
will be a priority for 
exhibitors to attend. Over 
200 of them came to the 
National Exhibition Centre 
and many had new products 
to announce. 

Homecraft AbilityOne 
(formerly Smith & Nephew 
Homecraft) displayed its 
new Savanah slatted 
showerboard (£24.48) and 
bathseat (£22.94). The 
height-adjustable bathseat 
secures firmly to the base of 
the bath with four large 
suckers. The showerboard 
looks similar to a 
conventional bathboard, but 
provides a much deeper 
seating area. Both are heavy 


; t was big, busy and fun! 


duty, with weight capacities 
of 190kg. Tel: 01623 
721000, 


head and/or feet. While I did 
not like the look of the chair at 
first, it will get a good scrutiny 
in my school with the help of 
children who have severe 
seating difficulties. This 
approach is a must for the 
future, but more rehearsal and 
development is required by the 
public and private sectors to 
ensure its success. 
Tel: 01531 635388, e-mail: 
sales@helpinghand.co.uk 
Rainbow Rehab showed a 
lovely new power chair for 
children called the Wizard. 
(far left, £6,900) As well as 
being attractive, it offers 
superb support and an 
unusual but very necessary 
adjustable jay stride 
attachment. Any child able 
to drive a power chair in my 
department would be 
delighted with the versatility 
of this one. One of the best 
I have seen. It’s a pity they 
have to be privately funded. 
Tel: 01202 481818, e-mail: 
info@rainbow-rehab.co.uk, 
www.rainbow-rehab.co.uk 
Anita Stack is superintendent 
physiotherapist at Scope’s 
Craig-Y-Parc school in Cardiff. 


www.smith-nephew.com 

LB Plastics’ Sheerline 
Ramps Systems are stylish and 
resemble conventional garden 
porch and decking areas. The 
made-to-measure units can be 
designed to fit any require- 
ments and come with a ten- 
year guarantee. The outer 
facings are made from low 
maintenance plastic with slip 
resistant floor areas, available 
in white, cream or pale green. 
Prices vary, but compare 
favourably with existing ramp 
systems. Tel: 01773 852311, 
www.sheeerline.co.uk 

RBF Products manufactures 
the new Pillow Perfect Portable 
Bed Lift (below). This sits the 
user up, but, unlike other lifts, 
also moves the person back 
towards the headboard so that 
bedside tables remain within 


big winner 


reach. Expected to retail at 
around £600. 

Tel: 01702 527 401, www.rbf- 
products.co.uk 

The Corner Commode 
(above, right) was launched by 
Derby Healthcare and, as the 
name suggests, the triangular- 
shaped chair fits neatly into the 
corner of a room or alongside 
the bed. The design allows for 
90 degree access between the 
arms, so sideways transfers are 
possible from either side. 
Capacity is an extra 
heavyweight 250kg. £189.78 
with potty and lid. 

Tel: 01332 850011. 

The Spinal Injuries 
Association publication 
Moving Forward has been 
updated and is available for the 
first time asa CD Rom. The 
text version cost £30 and the 
CD version is an impressive 
£25. Tel: 020 8444 2121 
www.spinal.co.uk 

Gordon Morris displayed 
mobile phone neck loops. 
These have been available for 
some time, but they deserve 
wider publicity since they 
enable hearing aid users to use 
a range of mobiles. The 
company has loops for Nokia 
and Ericsson mobiles at £58.99 
and £39.99 respectively. It will 
either sell a complete pay-as- 


N’s New Product Showcase judges had a tough job 
D picking a winner. After much deliberation, Arjo’s Carendo 

shower chair took the prize. The chair costs £2,750 and 
allows residents to be undressed, dressed, cleaned and showered 
discreetly and comfortably by a carer. 

One judge, Rob Jackson, director of Derbyshire Centre for 
Inclusive Living (above centre), said: “It was very difficult to judge. 
But Arjo won on grounds of innovativeness, privacy for users, 
health and safety for users and the one-to-one facility it provides.” 

Mary Queally added: “It was a very encouraging range of 
products this year — innovative, relevant and well designed.” 

Arjo was thrilled with its win. Mandy Clift (left), marketing 
manager, said: “We are absolutely delighted to have won.” 

The judges also included Gregg and Jane Walwyn, whose son 
Zac is disabled. Maria Lanaghan (right), show manager for 


Naidex, presented the award 


For more information, tel: 08702 430430, wiww.arjo.com 


you-go package or supply the 
loops individually. 
Tel/ Text: 01458 850396, 
www.gordonmorris.com 

Two innovative bathroom 
products were on display. 
Gainsborough showed its new 
bath with integral powered 
lifting seat (below). This is not 
new in itself, but a clever 
optional extra is the powered leg 
lift, overcoming the problem 
people still have about lifting 
their legs over the side of the 


¢ Ultra-slim design 
¢ After sales care 
¢ Rapid installation 
¢ Full guarantee 


¢ Unsurpassed quality 


for your FREE ADVICE PACK call Clare Brooks on 


, Mr Frederick Brooks made his first 
stairlift in 1973 for his wife Grace, 
} arheumatoid arthritis sufferer. 


bath. Tel 01527 594203, 
www.gainsboroughbaths.co.uk 
Mountway launched the 

Neptune bath lift. It looks 
conventional but has some 
thoughtful features. The seat 
fits flush to the back of the 
bath, maximising leg room, 
and the seat slides off the base 
unit for easy transportation. 
The waterproof hand control 
has a large rocker switch 
which can be operated by the 
palm, and the control 
incorporates a battery power 
indicator. Capacity is 135kg. 
Tel: 01495 723300. 

Overall, it was a very 
enjoyable show and good to 
see Companies presenting so 
many new items. Just one plea 
to the organisers: can we 
please all agree that from this 
point on, all accessible toilets 
will be that — accessible and 
not disabled as the signs said! 
All prices are exclusive of VAT: 
Mary Queally is senior 
occupational therapist at 
Kensington & Chelsea 
Primary Care Trust. 


0800 834730 5 = 


* Next day fitting available 
* Straight or curved stairs 


* Fully guaranteed 
_%* New or Re-conditioned 
100% made in Britain 
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34 My night out 


Midsummer magic 


Want to be outside and get some culture too? Ruth Bailey recommends the Globe Theatre 


s a wheelchair using 
theatre goer, a night 
out without access 


hassles often seems as likely 

as Tim Henman winning 
Wimbledon. So I wasn’t betting 
on a stress-free time when | 
went to see Twelfth Night at 
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre, 
on the Bankside in London. 
Things got off to a good 
start though, as I glided 
effortlessly along the flat 


entrance and through the 
electronically operated front 
door. Inside, the Globe appears 
to be like any other theatre — 
although wheelchair users can 
actually reach the box office 
and information desk. It’s 

when you get to the 

PSL a 


‘The Globe gives 
wheelchair users a rare 
treat — a choice of where 
to sit’ 
A a 


auditorium, which is round, 
built from oak timbers and 
half exposed to the elements, 
that you realise this is different. 
For the Globe is a “best guess” 
likeness of the theatre 
Shakespeare worked in during 
Elizabethan times. 

The Globe gives wheelchair 
users a rare treat — a choice 
of where to sit. For just £5, 
anyone, including wheelchair 


Regain t 


ree 


Stage-struck: the audience was much amused by the production’s all-male cast 


users, can get a ticket for the 
yard. This is the horseshoe 
space that surrounds the stage 
on three sides and 
accommodates 600 people 
standing. Of course, standing 
isn’t ideal for some people, and 
for wheelchair users it may 
mean staring at people’s 
backsides. If this isn’t your idea 
of a good night out, arrive early 
and make a beeline for the 
front. Then your only problem 
may be neck ache, as the stage 
is well above the eye level of 
most wheelchair users. 

To avoid this, I opted to sit 
in the gentlemen’s gallery. 
Access is via a lift that is out 


dom 


OF YOUR HOM 


With av AGORNISEGHEE 


* Direct from the manufacturer 
* Next day installation available 


* New or Reconditioned 
* Rent or Buy 

* FREE home trial 

* Open 7 days 
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ACORN 
Call us now on FREEPHONE, °77 ETS 


0300 19 19 19 


for a free no obligation quote = 
Sade YE Y O UR gpl 


Marie Curie ..32 
Cancer Care © 


of bounds to the public, but 
staff are on hand to help ina 
friendly manner. The view 
from up here is perfect, 
although I did feel those in the 
yard were more part of the fun 
and foolery that are the 
hallmark of Globe productions. 

Certainly Twelfth Night has 
these qualities... 
This is a tale of mistaken 
identity and the trauma of 
falling in love with the “wrong” 
person. That it is played by an 
all-male cast, just as it would 
have been in Shakespeare’s day, 
makes for some hysterical yet 
poignant moments. 

At one point Viola (Michael 
Brown), dressed as a young 
male servant, edges closer and 
closer to Duke Antonio while 
describing her idea of a perfect 
lover. Does Antonio (the 
delicious Scot Colin Hurley) 
guess that the young boy is in 
fact a girl and so allow himself 
to succumb momentarily to her 
charms? Or does he succumb 
because he fancies the young 


and more. 


Enjoy some 

time out in the 
open in the first 
part of DN’s “My 
night out” series 


Dan Batten rounds 


JOHN TRAMPER 


up some of this 
year’s outdoor gigs 


The Carling Weekend serves 
up its traditional blast at 
Richfield Avenue, Reading, 
and Temple Newsome Park, 
Leeds, 23-25 August, with 
over 30 bands appearing. 
Indie fans can shoe gaze to 
The Strokes, Pulp and the 
Dandy Warhols, while met- 
alheads get the Foo Fighters | | 
and Slipknot. Single day 
£39, three days £90. Friends | | 
or enablers of a disabled 
person get in free. Tel: | 
08701 500 044, website: | 
www.meanfiddler.co.uk 
@eeeeeeoeooeoeeee080 
Are you an ’80s child? Then 
go along to Schoolfields, 

13 July, Clapham Common, 
London. It features bands 
including the Human 
League and ABC, with the 
day being presided over by 
Suggs from Madness. There 
will be school games, and 
you must wear your school 
uniform. It wouldn’t do to 
upset teacher, would it? 
£27.50. Tel: 0871 717 7475, 
www.schooldisco.coml 
schoolfields 
@eeeeee2eoe2eoeoe2 eee eo 8@ 
If you attended school a few 
years before the Schoolfields 
crowd, a trip to the Guilfest 
in Guildford, 19-21 July, 

may be for you. It features 
old favourites like Echo and 
the Bunnymen and the 
Pretenders. There’s a dance 
tent and if the music gets 
too much, you can always 
head for the comedy tent. 
Prices from £25. Tel: 01483 
454159, www.guilfest.co.uk 


boy? And if the latter, does that 
explain why he has spent years 
unsuccessfully wooing Olivia 
(played just this side of camp 
by Mark Rylance)? The 
audience was in stitches. 

In my view, the Globe has 
the edge over London’s other 
open air theatre, the one in 
Regent’s Park, purely in terms 
of its productions. Yet there is 
something magical about the 
Open Air’s setting, with its 
backdrop of trees. Like the 
Globe, the Open Air Theatre 
also has good access. 

So perhaps a hassle-free 
night out is possible... well at 
least as far as venues are 
concerned. Travelling is a 
different story. Still, Pll 
definitely be off to the Globe 
again this summer. And maybe, 
just maybe, I’ll watch Henman 
lift that famous trophy. 

The Globe, tel: 020 7401 9919, 
www.shakespeares-globe.org 
Open Air Theatre, tel: 020 7486 
2431, www.open-air- 
theatre.org.uk 
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Promoting Inclusion 


Sonya Roberts and Siobhan Sheerin explore the potential benefits 
and challenges of new legislation on education for disabled children. 


| In 1952 when a social worker 
and three parents of children 
with cerebral palsy (cp) 
got together to form the 
organisation now known as 
Scope, their key aim was to 
improve the education available 
to children with cp. 

Fifty years on as the 
charity celebrates it’s golden 
jubilee, historic legislation 
in the form of the Special 
Educational Needs and 
Disability Act (SENDA) 2001 
is about to come into force. 
For the first time parents and 
carers will no longer have 
to be largely reliant on the 
patchy good will of LEA’s 
and education providers if they 
choose to send their children 
to a mainstream school. 

But are the Local Education 
Authorities (LEAs) and 
education providers ready for 
these groundbreaking changes? 

On Tuesday 2nd July, Scope 
will host a conference on the 
new act with presentations 
from, among others, Schools 
Minister Catherine Ashton; 
General Secretary National 
Union of Teachers (NUT) 
Doug McAvoy; and Paralympic 
Athlete and TV Presenter 
Ade Adepitan. 

The conference will be a 
chance for all those involved 
with SEN services to explore 
the implications of the Act, 
how best to prepare for 
implementation and the latest 
developments in good practice. 

The effect of SENDA 2001, 
which comes into force this 
September, will be to increase 


the rights of disabled children 


Ade Adepitan 


and children with special 
educational needs to attend 

a mainstream school. The Act 
also brings access to education 
within the remit of the 
Disability Discrimination Act. 
It places new duties on LEA’s 
and schools to progressively 
increase the accessibility 

of both the school environment 
and the curriculum to disabled 
children. The Act also 
strengthens children’s rights 

to participate fully in all aspects 
of school life, whether it’s in 
the classroom, on a school trip 
or in the playground. 

Scope’s joint campaign with 
the NUT, Within Reach, which 
has been running since 1992, 
was initially about acquiring 
the necessary funding to make 
schools physically accessible 
to disabled pupils. The new 
legislation goes a step further 
to help promote attitudinal 
change and end discrimination. 
The Act is a milestone in 
disability rights and one 
that will give children, both 
disabled and non-disabled, 
the opportunity to learn and 
socialise together in a positive 
and inclusive environment. 


“Why shouldn’t disabled 
children have the same 
opportunities, experiences 
and expectations as their 
non-disabled friends?” 
aaa ee ee 

As parents of eight year old 
Aimee, who has cerebral palsy, 
Nick and Beverly Bache have 
always felt strongly that their 
daughter should be part of 
mainstream society; a position 
that starts with a place at 
Hollyhead Primary School in 
Sandwell, a mainstream school 
which Aimee has attended for 
the last four years. 

“Tf all children grow up with 
more children like Aimee in 
their school, they will under- 
stand that disabled people are 
no different from themselves,” 
says Beverly, adding that 
mainstream education is 
“the first step to inclusion”. 

Beverly is also acutely aware 
that the challenge is not simply 
gaining entry to a mainstream 
school but ensuring other 
agencies, such as the Health 
Authority, provide the resources 
to cater for the individual needs 


of the child. 


Aimee Bache’s mother sees mainstream education as the first step to inclusion 


There is evidence that this 
cross-agency commitment is 
already happening. At Headly 
Park Primary School in Bristol, 
the staff has developed many 
skills to meet the needs of 
a pupil with speech, language 
and learning difficulties. 
Working with Scope, LEA 
advisors, speech and language 
and occupational therapists, 
they have developed strategies 
to increase concentration, 
teach reading, and overcome 
perceptual difficulties. 

Lindsey Brewis, Chief 
Education Advisor for 
Scope, believes that although 
a multi-agency approach 
is essential to really benefit 
an individual child, that’s not 
the only aspect of success. 

She suggests that “The best 
gains for children with SEN 
are made when a cluster of 
schools get involved to improve 
the approach to inclusion in 

an area.” 

One such project that has 
been underway for over two 
years is an inclusion project 
supported by the LEA team 
based in Chelmsford in Essex. 
Here a cluster of schools work 
together to set their inclusion 
agenda and make plans to 
achieve their aims supported 


by the LEA. 


Successful inclusion can have 
a positive effect on the teaching 
offered to every pupil in a 
school and promoting this 
aspect can help alleviate fears 
on behalf of other parents and 
some teachers of a detrimental 
effect on the ‘rest’ of the class. 

Scope’s Within Reach survey 
found that schools generally 
had an extremely positive 
experience of including 
disabled pupils. Many 
headteachers, teachers 
and governors felt that the 
academic achievement of 
disabled pupils had accelerated 
since joining a mainstream 
school and that including 
disabled pupils had had 
a positive impact on the 
school community. 

The evidence suggests 
that inclusion broadens the 
understanding and skills of 
other pupils; it equips teachers 
with new skills and ultimately 
Scope believes it will impact 
on the attitudes of society 
as a whole. 

Currently, a large proportion 
of young people say they 
have had no contact with the 
8.5 million disabled people in 
this country. 

One disabled person they 
might have come across 1s 
TV presenter and Paralympic 


basketball player, Ade 
Adepitan. Himself the product 
of a mainstream school, he 
sums up the delight of all 
those who have campaigned 
for change for so long. 

“Tt’s fantastic that disabled 
children now have the choice 
to go to a mainstream school 
if they want to, and the chance 
to participate fully in all 
aspects of school life. Why 
shouldn’t disabled children 
have the same opportunities, 
experiences and expectations 
as their non-disabled friends?” 

As the start of the autumn 
term marks the enforcement 
of SENDA it could also mark 
the beginning of a sea-change 
in schools that could ultimately 
affect equality in every aspect 
of disabled people’s lives. 
With the opportunity to learn 
together, form friendships 
and understanding, the adults 
of the next generation have 
a chance to be freed from 
the ignorance, assumptions 
and prejudices that serve to 
underpin so much of the 
inequality that exists today. 

If LEAs, Teachers and others 
can take the opportunity 
to make SENDA a success, 
there will be one less reason 
for Scope to exist until it’s 
100th anniversary. 
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ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 


You can live normally 
feel so ashamed because I’m 
incontinent. It stops me from 

living a normal life. I feel like a 


prisoner in my own home. I am 
disabled and use a wheelchair, 
but it’s the wetting problem 
that keeps me prisoner. 

Pam, Dover 
This is a very common 
problem. While it can’t usually 
be cured, it can be improved. It 
is important that you seek out 
the best advice and guidance to 
enable you to live a normal life 
again. Believe me, this is 
possible. Your own doctor 
should be able to refer you to a 
local incontinence service. You 
could ask to be put in touch 
with a health visitor. They have 
considerable experience in 
helping with this problem. 

You could also contact the 


36 Share your problems 


Dear Ann 


@ love and loneliness 

e bereavement 

@ personal problems 

e advice and support 


Ann Darnbrough, who is disabled 
herself, is co-author of the Directory 
for Disabled People and other guides. 
Write to her at Disability Now, 

6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 

or e-mail your problem to 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Continence Foundation. 


Don’t, whatever you do, feel 


ashamed. I’ve known lots of 
people who have found ways of 
coping with incontinence. 


Opposites attract 

fter a long time alone, 

I think I’m falling in love. 
There’s only one problem: we 
don’t really have a lot in 
common. She’s a party lover 
and I’m much more introverted. 
I’m an opera lover — she loves 
jazz and hates opera. ’'m 
mad about sports and watch 
for hours on TV; she has a 
passion for books. 

I don’t know whether to 
close the door now or wait for 
things to get really bad. 

Mike, Whitstable 
How can you possibly think of 
giving up? Of course you 


BBACT, 10 Pigott Street, London E14 7DN, 


tel/fax: 020 7093 0115. 


The Continence Foundation, 307 Hatton Square, 16 
Baldwins Gardens, London EC1N 7R4J, tel: 020 7404 6875. 


should take differences into 
account, but it’s much more 
important to consider what 
you have in common and take 
some interest in each other’s 
passions. So long as you have 
plenty to talk about rather than 
argue about, you’ll be alright. 

Why don’t you listen to 
sport in silence on headphones 
while your girlfriend reads? 
Take an interest in her books 
and I’m sure she’ll be happy to 
tell you about their contents. 
You can video opera 
programmes to watch when 
she’s not around, and she can 
do the same with jazz. Either 
she goes to parties alone and 
you don’t get jealous or you go 
too and happily melt into the 
background while she skitters 
around. 

If you love each, other things 
will work out. 


Have | got a case? 
*m disabled and have just lost 
my job. I was told it was my 
poor timekeeping and because 
I was very slow at my work, 


Mind your own business! 


i am a blind man in my fifties and have more or less given up 
trying to find a job. Iam a qualified engineer and I have one or 
two ideas for starting up my own business but just don’t know 


where to begin. 


I would welcome any ideas you have. 


Robert, Sheffield. 


Self-employment can be a very satisfying way to earn a living, 
but you do need expert advice. I don’t know the organisation 
personally, but I was very impressed with information I received 
from the Blind Business Association Charitable Trust (BBACT). 

BBACT makes grants available for blind entrepreneurs who 
want to start their own business. Importantly, they now place 
great emphasis on mentoring and coaching their grantees. Very 
often this is done by past grantees who have done well. 

As it happens, BBACT has funding to run a PRIME project 
for unemployed people over 50. They provide information in 


Braille and on tape. 


which meant I was holding 
everybody up. I really have 
worked hard and, although I 
admit I wasn’t always good at 
turning up on time, I tried to 
make it up in my lunch hour. 

I wonder if I might have a 
case for unfair dismissal? 

Maria, Newcastle 
I can’t advise you personally 
because I don’t have all the 
facts. Basically, if a disabled 
person proves unsatisfactory, 
an employer has the same 
rights of dismissal as for a 
non-disabled person. 

But if the employer is one 
to whom the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) 
applies, they need to be careful 
that the reasons for dismissal 
are not related to disability 
(unless they can be justified), 
and that all reasonable 
adjustments have been 
considered. For example, if you 
were being dismissed because 
your poor timekeeping was 


disabilitynow July 2002 


Sole UK Distributor - 


Introducing 


@ Affordable 
@ Performan 
@ Suits 


& vere 
@ Van 


pan 


e Quality. 
ce for the young and not so young, 
Wide Range of Disabilities, 

Ras xd to Maximise your Independence. 
Design - 
y Unigue Features, 


Fits most cars eas 


We believe that these wheelchairs are simply the lightest range of rigid 
frame wheelchairs in the UK today - Try one for a day with no obligation. 


THE WHEELCHAIR SGCBL 


WAREHOUSE 


Freephone - 0500 380480. 


fhera 


‘the’ superlight. 


For those days when lifting and pushing a chair is just hard work! 


disability-related, that might 
provide grounds to challenge 
your dismissal. 

Before you seriously 
consider going to an industrial 
tribunal, though, it is vital to 
get good advice. Your local 
Citizens Advice Bureau could 
advise you or recommend a 
solicitor who would see you 
free for half an hour. 

The Disability Rights 
Commission has a helpline and 
can give you information about 
your rights under the DDA. 


Cure for cold feet 

*ve never been short of 

boyfriends, but just when 
things might have got serious 
I’ve been let down. I now feel 
too nervous to risk a 
relationship. I don’t think 
I could face another 
disappointment. Neither can 
I bear the thought of being 
alone. What shall I do? 

Lisa, Nottingham 

You know what I’ll say — don’t 
give up. Life itself is one big 
risk. To live without risk is to 
lose opportunities. 

So take up new activities and 
you may well just find the right 
man when you least expect to. 
Those you met before weren’t 
worth bothering with. 


Help at 

theend » 

of the ; —- 
phone 7 tf 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice and 
support on personal and 
spiritual problems. Disabled 
herself, Lin is a psycho- 
therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, 
with a postgraduate diploma 
in homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something you 
need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 


ore 


Take a break 37 


ad that the world cup’s over? Shake off those post footie blues 
with DN’s general knowledge tester 


ACROSS 
Fat extracted from sheep’s wool (7) 
One of the host countries of the 2002 World Cup (5) 
And 19 Across. Clint Eastwood has played this character 
in five films (5,5) 
Hoffman and Cruise play the Babbitt brothers in this 
Oscar-winning film (4,3) 
Doctors may prescribe these (11) 
Means of transport for some London Marathon 
competitors (11) 
See 20 Down. 
See 9 Across. 
Main artery carrying blood from the left ventricle of 
the heart (5) 
Cold wind in southern France (7) 


DOWN 


(What's The Story) Morning Glory? is the group’s most 


successful album (5) 
US city which had a famous tea-party in 1773 (6) 
See 17 Down. 
Piece of iron which attracts iron (6) 
Island associated with Bob Marley (7) 
Pope’s palace in Rome (7) 
The “weird sisters” in Macbeth (7) 
Vehicle associated with Ben Hur (7) 
Person’s assets and liabilities at death (6) 
Responds to a stimulus (6) 
And 3 Down. After appearing in many farces, he became 
chairman of Mencap (5,3) 
And 18 Across. Craig Phillips was the first winner of this 
“reality” television show (3,7) 
CRossworD SPONSORED By 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRE 


ee 


CROSSWORD BY JIM MCLAREN 
ILLUSTRATION BY JAMIE TROUNCE 
ANSWERS ON PAGE 39 


Candid Dan 


A special day 
sees our “hard 
man” turn softy 


[*: just returmed from being co-best man (alongside Bob, aka 
“best man north”) at Winz and Colleen’s wedding in Rhodes. 
The celebrations were a week-long party of indulgence, 
complete hilarity and even a healthy dose of emotion with a 
group of the nicest people I’ve ever met. 

My main shared duty as “best man south” was to look after 
the groom. I stuck to my task diligently, making sure he was 
calm and helping him out where possible. It was this resolve that 
ensured that Winz always took plenty of water with his liquor. 
It’s just a shame the resolve didn’t extend to stopping him 
getting paralytic on the eve of the big day. 

When said day arrived, the lack of nerves was pleasing, due to 
the groom being suitably anaesthetised. What wasn’t so joyous 
was his insistance on our typically winz-esque outlandish 
outfits containing crevats. If we’d had the knot-tying services of 
a scout to hand it would’ve been a doddle, but it took several 
goes and one potential garotting before said garment was 
correctly fitted. 

Suits finally on, it was time for the service. I filled with pride 
as I saw the two wed and admit to feeling a lump in my throat. 
But seeing as I had to negotiate one of the world’s rockiest 
paths to reach the sea-side chapel, I could have been nursing a 
lump on the head instead. Cheeky’s idea of installing a Stannah 
stair lift along the rock face made good sense. 

The lump returned during my best man’s speech. With 
“North” dealing with his times with the groom in a humorous 
way, it was down to me to mix some emotional content into my 
jokefest. The mass howls of laughter and the tears from the 
bride as I finished said I'd got it right. ’'m sure the happy couple 
have too. 
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Subscrip tiga 


Stay informed — call our new hotline at your local rate — 0845 1207001 


Subscribing to DN is now even easier! For those 
of you who wish to pay securely online, the 
waiting is finally over. Visit our website and tell 
us where to send your monthly copy. Prefer to 
pay the old fashioned way? Call our brand new 
hotline number and you'll only be charged at 


your local rate (0845 1207001). 


MORE GOOD NEWS! 


Are you on a means-tested benefit? If so, you can 
subscribe to DN at no cost! Simply attach proof 
of entitlememt to this form (documentation 
showing name of claimant and benefit type). 
Benefits accepted: income support, housing 
benefit, council tax exemption, disabled person’s 


tax credit, job seeker’s allowance. 


For more information, call our HOTLINE. 


Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST 
LON18316, Patchway, Bristol BS32 02ZZ 


Order your copy online at 
www .disabilitynow.org.uk 
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38 Information 


e What’s on 
Disability North will hold a free 


disability equality training 
workshop, 11 July, Newcastle 
upon Tyne. Aimed at staff, 
volunteers and management 
committees, the workshop will 
examine what is disability, 
stereotypes, disability etiquette 


and creating accessible 


environments. Contact 
Amanda Sayers, tel: 0191 284 
2924, website: 
www.disabilitynorth.org.uk 


The Jennifer Trust for Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy (SMA) will 
hold Opening the Door, 13 
July, Old Trafford, 
Manchester. The conference 
will look at the issues young 
people with SMA face when 
looking for employment and 


e Publications 


The Disabled Living Centres 
Council and Disabled Living 
Manchester have published a 
series of Wisebuy leaflets on 
computer disk to help with 
decisions when buying equip- 
ment. Written in conjunction 
with six local authorities and 
two trading standards offi- 
cers, the products looked at 
are scooters, wheelchairs 
(manual and electric), stair- 
lifts, bathlifts, commodes, 
walking sticks, armchairs, 
baths with a door, riser reclin- 
er chairs, wheeled walkers, 
electric beds and mail order 
products. The disk containing 
all 13 leaflets costs £25. 


will offer the chance for people 
to share ideas and information 


on employment. Contact 
Rachel, tel: 01789 267520. 


Pavilion Publications will 
hold From the Margins to the 
Mainstream, 17 September, 
ORT House, Conference 
Centre, London. It will look 
at the latest thinking and best 
practice with regard to 
integrating people with mild 
and moderate learning 
disabilities into mainstream 
life. Tel: 01273 623222, email: 
info@pavpub.com, website: 
www.pavpub.com 


The Repetitive Strain Injury 
Association (RSIA) will hold 
their Annual Conference, 28 


Contact Steve Whittaker, tel: 
0161 834 1044. 


The Sainsbury Centre for 
Mental Health have issued 
the GP’s Guide to Managing 
Severe Mental Illness. It aims 
to give GPs and their private 
healthcare teams useful 
information and advice on 
developing services for peo- 
ple with severe mental illness 
and looks at the prevalance 
of mental illness, clinical 
presentation, the GP’s role in 
treatment and the way prac- 
tices can improve treatment. 
£5, Tel: 020 7827 8352, web- 


site: www.scmh.org.uk 


September, TUC Congress 
House, Great Russell Street, 
London. The conference will 
feature demonstrations of 
hands-on therapies, computer 
peripherals, voice recognition 
software, ergonomic 
furniture and other items. 
Speakers include Dr Michael 
Hutson,who will discuss 
current medical knowledge of 
RSI and there will be an open 
forum for questions from the 
floor. Tel: 020 7266 2000. 


International trade fair REHA 
Care will be held 23-26 
October, Dusseldorf, 
Germany. Over 800 exhibitors 
from more than 25 countries 
will be exhibiting products 
and services from the 


e Services 


Telecommunications 
company BT are to equip 
almost 2,000 text payphones 
with its TextDirect service. 
New software will allow 
textphone users immediate 
contact with text or 
standard phones, and will 
automatically introduce a 
typetalk operator into the 
conversation when a 
textphone user connects to 
a voice user. Text and 
Email Payphone Customer 
helpdesk, freefone 0800 085 
4996, 8.00am-6.00pm, 
Monday to Friday. 9.00am- 
6.00pm Saturday. Website: 
www.bt.com/payphones 


Good health demands that everyone should stand up, 
preventing bladder problems and assisting with better 
circulation, disgestion, bone development and pressure 
management. The versatile Genie also assists carers by 
alleviating unnecessary lifting. 


The Genie - Ingenious! 


Further information from 

Easy Care Products Limited. 

Park Lane, Old Park, Telford, TF3 4TE. 
Fax: 01952 616588 


-74001952 6103007 
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easycare 


CE 


ae 


rehabilitation, care and 
equipment world in six 
exhibition halls. There is also a 
special forum that showcases 
products and services for 
hearing impaired people and a 
special presentation entitled 
Oasis of the Senses, which 
aims to demonstrate how 
interior design can use colour, 
lighting and materials to 
augment therapies. Tel: 

+49 (0)211 456001, Email: 
info@messe-dusseldorf.de, 
website: www.messe- 


dusseldorf.de 


The Royal National Institute 
for the Blind (R NIB) will host 
Techshare 2002, 21-21 
November, International 
Convention Centre, 


¢ Websites 


Practical Suggestions, a new 
website from the Outsiders 
Club, contains suggestions for 
people with physical and 
social disabilities, including 
sensory impairment, Asperger 
Syndrome and phobias on 
how to form friendships and 
relationships. www.practical 
suggestions.org.uk 


A Step Forward contains 
disability information and 
contacts from across the 
country. It has a community 
section including forums, 
stories and interviews, a 
talent corner and penpal 
section. It also includes 
information from over 
100 local and county 
councils on facilities for 


Birmingham. The event is for 
professionals who work in the 
field of visual impairment or 
have an interest in technology 
and its impact in education, 
employment, lifelong learning 
and society for people with a 
visual impairment. Current 
thinking about the present 
role of technology will be 
discussed, along with ways to 
alert descision makers to these 
issues. The event will also 
feature an exhibition, and 
papers on learning, work, 
digital society and technology 
showcase are also welcome for 
inclusion in the event. Contact 
Sally Cain, tel: 02476 369556, 
email: sally.cain@rnib.org.uk, 
website: 
www.techshare.org.uk 


disabled people in their area, 
and gives names of useful 
contacts, support and access 
groups as well as 
information centres. 
www.astepforward.co.uk 


UK Self Help is an online 
directory containing contact 
details for over 780 self help 
groups and direct links to 
over 650 websites. There is 
also a section giving details 
on useful self help books and 
the website is also available 
as a printed directory and a 
CD-Rom. The directory 

and the CD-Rom cost 
£12.50 each, or the two can 
be bought for £20. 
ISBN 0-9538246-2-4. 
www.ukselfhelp.info 


‘Drive From' Wheelchair and Tie Down 
é uccessfully Crash Tested to give the ultimate 
_ comfort and safety for your total independence. 


O1/VGQ S/S197 


www.adaptachair.co.uk 


Information 39 


e Courses 


| Gardening Charity Thrive will hold Sensory Gardens for Older People, 23 July, Shipley College, 
West Yorkshire. Aimed at those who provide activities for older people, it will give ideas as to how 
horticultural activities can be integrated into activity programmes and their benefits. Participants 
will learn what sensory gardening is and how to assess client needs and how to design a sensory 


garden and plan outdoor activities for older people. £70 for Thrive members, £99 for non-members. 
Contact Sue Twigg , Tel:0118 988 5688, email:susant@thrive.org.uk, website: www.thrive.org.uk 


e CD-Roms 


Sign & Rhyme is a CD-Rom 
aimed at children with 
hearing impairments 
which contains 10 
traditional nursery rhymes. 
Each nursery rhyme 
features an animated signer 
| demonstrating signs for key 
words used in the screen 
corner along with karaoke- 
style words and musical 
accompaniment. Other 
features include a colouring 
book facility, interactive 
backdrops and a 
dictionary mode to allow 
key signs to be learned and 


What’s on 


Scope will hold Preparing 
for the SEN and Disability 
Act 2001, 2 July, Paragon 
Hotel, London. Aimed at 
directors of education, 
headteachers, LEAs and 
other professionals, this 
one-day conference will 
explore the implications 
of the act, how best to 
prepare for the act and 
developments in good 
practice. Speakers include 
BBC TV presenter and 
Paralympian Ade 


Adepitan. Contact the 
Scope press office, tel: 020 
7619 7100, email: press- 
pr@scope.org.uk 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 6. Lanolin 7. Japan 
9, Dirty 10. Rain Man 

12. Antiboitics 14. Wheelchairs 
18. Brother 19. Harry 

21. Aorta 22. Mistral 


DOWN: 1. Oasis 2. Boston 
3. Rix 4. Magnet 5. Jamaica 
8. Vatican 11. Witches 

13. Chariot 15. Estate 

16. Reacts 17. Brian 20. Big 


practised. £49.50, tel: 01634 
819915, email: 
mkennard@signalong.org.uk 


The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People (RNID) have 
published Start to Sign on 
CD-Rom and as a book. 
The CD-Rom contains over 
800 video clips of signs in 
full colour, an animated 
finger spelling programme 
and interactive quizzes to 
check your progress, 

while the book contains 
1,000 photos of everyday 
signs, information on 


YOUR WHEELCHAIR OR SCOOTER 


DN WEBSITE UPDATE 


The DN website discussion forum has been 
improved. To make it easier and quicker to 
communicate with other DN readers, we now have 
16 forums covering: 


access ¢ arts * communication * education ¢ 
employment * equipment/technology ¢ finance « 
health & disabilities ¢ international topics « 
legislation ¢ leisure ¢ politics * social issues ¢ 
sport ¢ transport & parking ¢ other topics. 


the development and 
grammar of British Sign 
Language (BSL) and clear 
diagrams of handshapes. 
The CD-Rom costs £19.99, 
and the book £12.99, with 
both available together as a 
package for £29.99. Tel: 
01733 232607, textphone: 
01733 238020, website: 
www.rnidshop.com 


So, why not visit and have your say! 


DID YOU KNOW? 


DN is available on 
tape, disk and by 
e-mail. Contact 


ATTENTION 


DN cannot guarantee 
inclusion ina 
particular issue. Due 
to deadlines, please 
send details at the 
earliest opportunity. 


If you would like your 
event listed here, please 
send details to the 
address on page 2. 


Talking Newspapers, 


see imprint, page 2. 


Access-Easy! 


Thanks to the Auto Charger from Disaware UK! 


= Charges your wheelchair or scooter from your car 


= Can be fitted to any vehicle 
# Small and lightweight 


= Easy to use 


= Built-in fan 


= Prolongs the life of your batteries 


= Full one year guarantee 


Only £365 fully fitted by specialists 
All major credit / debit cards accepted 


“TITAN”. 
THE | 
LIGHT-WEIGHT= | 
RAMP RANGE 


“Now J have the freedom te go anywhere, any time!” <OLLER: Engineering Ltd 


For further information, contact Disaware UK on: 
Tel: 01323 502383 or Email: disawareuk@hotmail.com 
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| Classified linage advertisements 


afety Restraint Engineers 


Tel: 01 935 426695 e-mail: enquiries@koller.co.uk wan 


Head Office: Koller Engineering Ltd, 5 Garrett Road, agli UKAS 
Lynx Trading Estate, Yeovil, Somerset. BA20 2TJ 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a 
classified advertisement (not Personal adverts). Write clearly in block 
capitals. Remember to allow a space between words. Use each space 
in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 


EXAMPLE OF standard linage advert. 


WS a le 


—_ — {| | ps ES — | | jf ft tt | | = Cost: £6 per line. Tick box below. 
iE rr 
PEEP Pepe Pe Sits tik ow 
| | Ree! ceed Sit etal tle al as 
EXAMPLE OF 
peepee eee erica [oy] | | | | tl Ut (es le [=] cacnaperibek. |. ,s¢ vata 
plus £20. Tick box below. 
ee ere te ee 


Choose an advert style from far right. Send this coupon with your name, address, 
daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to 


| Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 


I DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary & Siandandiindeendvert 
Gs} Semi-display linage advert 


O Box linage advert 
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“We are 
delighted 
that the 
Jubilee will 
continue 
all year.” 


The London String of Pearls Festival 2002 


programme. 


Listing many of the Jubilee celebrations still to 
come. And it's some list. Special events, unique 
concerts, performances and exhibitions. Tours 
of London landmarks and institutions from 
Windsor to Woolwich. Often with levels of 
behind the scenes access never given before. 

Discover what made, and makes, London 
what it is today. Start that discovery now. 

Visit www.stringofpearls.org.uk or send the 
coupon for the 100 page programme. 
Available also in large print and audio 
versions, all for just £2 each. Access guide 
listing special facilities for impaired visitors 
also available on request. 

It's your London. Be part of it. Enjoy it. 


Your London. Unlocked. 


| enclose £2 for each copy required of the100 page String of Pearls Festival programme. 


Send to: London String of Pearls, 1 Hobhouse Court, Suffolk Street, London SW1Y 4HH. 


Please tick Standard! Large print! | Audiol! Access guide|! The 
Name London 
Address String 
Postcode of Pearls 

Email 

zt Golden 
B Supported by the Jubilee 

Heritage Lottery Fund Festival ees | 
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DN LINAGE 


Tel: 020 7619 7320, Fax: 020 7619 7331, Minicom: 020 7619 7332, 
E-mail: patrick.durhammatthews@scope.org.uk 


[Personal 


+31 YEAR OLD man with Cerebral Palsy 
seeks a young lady, aged between 25 and 
35. Box no: 175 


' MALE, TALL, GOOD looking, partially 
sighted, 48 years old looking for a 
woman, 28-48. Interests are ballroom 
dancing, cinema and theatre. I enjoy 
pubs and eating out. Carshalton, Surrey. 

Box no: 176 


LONELY WEST YORKSHIRE gay gent seeks 
similar, any age or nationality for 
penpals. Fun/friendship, sincerity more 
important than looks. Only apply if truly 
genuine. Box no: 177 


/MALE 40 YR old, partially disabled 

swith CP seeks female 30-45 for 
friendship, companionship and possible 
relationship. East Devon area. Enjoys 
getting out and about, using computers, 
watching tv, music and socialising. Box 
no: 178 


MY NAME IS Michael. I am a Christian 
astrologer (not professional). I have 
‘a rare type of dyslexia. Interests are 
history, old time dancing, piano, 
newspaper cuttings and steam engines. 
Jam a young looking 52 and wltm a 
lady, perhaps younger. I am 6 ft and 
slim. I live near Bishop's Stortford. Box 
no: 179 


¢ Cars/vans 


RENAULT EXTRA 1.4L reg, red, Poyntings 
Conversion. 4 seats plus wheelchair. 
Genuine 15k miles only, 6 months' 
MOT, 9 months' tax, excellent 
condition. £3,495 ono. Tel: 0117 
9506559. 


CHRYSLER VOYAGER 2.0SE 97(R). 
22k miles. One owner. Constables 
conversion passenger front hoist and 
electric chair (cost £30,000). Mot 
December 2002. Must sell, only £10,950. 
Tel: 01752 515908. 


VW CARAVELLE 2.5CL 1997 (R) 38k 
miles, automatic, 12 months MOT, one 
owner. Rear access ramp. Dark 
windows. 4 seats (incl driver) + 
wheelchair. Alarm immobiliser, central 
locking, radio. Fsh. £7,995. Tel: 07947 
138379 or 0113 2506885 (evenings 
or weekends). 


VW SHARAN 1.9TDI. Fully 
wheelchair accessible from rear 
tailgate conversion from new. W 
registration, August 2000 with 
15 months unlimited mileage 
warranty left. Pearlescent effect 
Indigo Blue metallic paint. Rare 


7 seater or 6 with wheelchair. 
Air conditioned, alloy wheels, 
immaculate condition. 41 mpg, 61k 
miles. Cost £28,000, must sell, will 
accept £15,900. Tel Ian: 01482 
842055 (East Yorkshire) or email: 
ianmcdonald@hotmail.com 


BROTHERWOOD RENAULT EXTRA 1.9 
diesel, red, 60k miles, fsh, N reg. Vgc, 
carries wheelchair and 2 passengers. 
£3,250. Tel: 01392 461865 (Exeter, 
Devon). 


FORD ESCORT BONUS 1.3, 1991 (J reg) car 
derived van, 25k miles, MOT Jan 2003. 
Low floor, rear access ramp. Driver + 
passenger + wheelchair + bench seat. 
Two owners. Good condition. £1,450 
ono. Tel: 020 8449 4065 (N. London). 


CHAIRMAN CITROEN BERLINGO 
1.8, petrol, W reg, 3 doors, 4 seats + 
wheelchair. Air con, electric window, 
40k miles. £9,500. Tel: 01635 873643. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE 1.8SGL, EF reg, silver, 86k 
miles. Pas, fsh, MOT April 2003. 
Carchair system: passenger/integral 
hoist. £2,000 ono. Tel: 01225 319685 
(Bath). 


1999 (T) CHRYSLER Voyager SE. 6,500 
genuine miles from new, adapted for 
wheelchair passenger seat area. £15k 
ono. More details call 07813 837842 
(mobile - any time) or 01793 790964 
(evenings/weekends) or browse to 
www.keithdurston.com/voyager 


VW CARAVELLE 1.9TD, '96 N reg. Vgc, 
one owner, tail lift, 47k miles. £9,000. 
Tel: 020 8948 1874. 


CHAIRMAN RENAULT KANGOO 1.4RN, 
manual, 8k miles, Y reg, metallic green, 
petrol, central locking. Overhead parcel 
shelf, stereo cassette radio. Warranty. 
Seats 4 plus room for a wheelchair. 
£10,900 ono. Tel: 0121 3569 945 
(Birmingham). 


PEUGEOT 806 GLX 2.0 manual, petrol. 
X reg (Sept 2000), silver, electric 
front windows, air conditioning, 
5 seat, remote central locking, alarm, 
roofbars, Constables electric carchair 
system to front passenger seat, 
electric wheelchair is user operated. 
Full service history. 20k miles. £12,000. 


Tel: 01524 251703. 


SAAB 9000 CDE, L reg, automatic. Bekker 
hand controls, no foot controls. 
Autochair top box wheelchair carrier, 
professionally fitted which has a separate 
power source. Full MOT, vgc, fully fitted 
for wheelchair dependant. Sale due to 
bereavement. £4,500 ono. Tel: 01964 
533234. 


ELAP ROTATING CAR seat for Renault 
Scenic. Hardly used, £350 ono. Tel: 
01524 421439. 


ELAP PASSENGER CAR seat, used. Good 

condition, £300 ono. Tel: 01904 659116 

(after 6 pm). 
CHAIRMAN 


FORD ESCORT 


(Gowrings), 1997P, 2,800 miles, 
lowered floor ramp. Driver + 


wheelchair + 3 _ passengers. 
Immaculate condition, MOT Feb 03. 
£7,000. Tel: 01433 630361 
(Derbyshire). 


RENAULT ESPACE (97R) Grua conversion 
RT2.2 turbo diesel, 5 speed manual, abs, 
pas, 43k miles. Lowering rear 
suspension/auto tilting ramp for 
exceptionally easy ground level 
wheelchair access. Electric restraints, 
5 seats (3 removable). Spacious and 
comfortable. Excellent condition, 
£11,950. Tel: 01442 866216. 


NISSAN MICRA L reg, white, alloy 
wheels, 
automatic, 47k miles, only 2 owners. 
Tiller hand control for right 
hand only. Infra-red Logisons 
indicator box + auto box (no chair 
included). In good condition, £3,000 
ono. Tel: 020 7688 9202 or email: 
londoncurls@aol.com 


front electric windows, 


LEFT HAND ELAP rotating seat, nearly 
new in 40k miles Samara car. £300. 
Tel; 01270 876636. 


RENAULT EXTRA, DIESEL, J reg. Atlas 
conversion pull down ramp and 
Quicklock clamps. Carries 4 people + 
wheelchair. Long MOT. White. Very 
good condition. £1,550. Tel: 01923 
262222 or 07836 227563. 


1996 (P REG) NISSAN Vanette Cargo 2.3 
diesel, 30k miles, taxed and MOT until 
Sept. Manual lift and conversion com- 
pleted by Widnes Car Centre. 4 passen- 
ger seats plus driver. Fsh. Alarm fitted, 
one owner. £6,000 ono. Tel: 01542 
832484. 


VW TRANSPORTER EMERALD green, 1997 
P reg, 50k miles, wheelchair accessible 
with lowering suspension and ramp. 
Room for one wheelchair and 4 people. 
Utility unit, 1 owner from new, fsh, one 
year's MOT, vec. £6,995 ono. Tel: 01403 
732600 (evenings and weekends) or 0771 
2560922. 


POWERTEC ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, 
dismantles to go in car, two new motors, 
new tyres, metallic green. As new condi- 
tion. £1,000 ono. Tel: 01568 611185. 


TOP END BASKETBALL wheelchair. 
Excellent condition, suitable for young 
player between 4 ft 6 inches to 5 ft 6 
inches, dark metallic blue, seat cushion, 
26 inch wheels. £350. Tel: 07710 310848. 


ASHDALE ENIGMA WHEELCHAIR. Vec but 
minus one brake. Suitable for spares — 
manufacturer in liquidation. £35. Tel 
020 7609 0583. 


POWERTEC F55 QUICKIE £750. Tel Mrs 
Donaldson: 01522 870600. 


CONSTABLES ATTENDANT WHEELCHAIR 
and lift system. Good condition — £1,000 
— hardly used. Tel: 0121 530 9743 


JAZZY ATTENDANT OPERATED wheelchair 
with a Recaro seat. £1,200. Tel: 0115 972 
3405 (Day) or 0788 191 5449. 


ELECTRIC SCOOTER, TOP-of-range Keep 
Able "Celebrity", 2 years usage, fully 
serviced. With accessories, was £1,920, 
accept £750. View Central London. Tel: 
07775 872688. 


R-ABLE GEMS COMFORT power 
wheelchair, hardly used. Leg, arm and 
back rests. Upholstered in navy cloth. 
Cost £6,400 in August 2000. £1,000 ono. 
Tel: 01433 630361 (Derbyshire). 


SUNRISE STERLING SPECIAL edition 
scoota, refurbished for £500 last month, 
complete with charger. Asking £750 ono. 
Tel: 020 8677 0262. 


KIRTON CHAIR PERSONA mk 11. A 
multi-adjustable/extremely versatile 
system, split-wing adjustable head-rest, 
elevating leg-rest. Transflo cushion, loose 
covers (fully washable, maroon). Cost 
£1,200 2 years old. As new £850. Tel: 
07764 983 544. 


THREE WHEEL BIKE with shopping 
basket. A Rompa Picador, fixed three 
gears. Cost £650, will accept £325. Tel: 
01302 536728 or 07812 584992 (mobile). 


PASHLEY UNISEX 12-GEAR tricycle 


with hydraulic braking system. 


Replacement value — £860! Well 
maintained and looked after. A snip 
at £300 ono. Vendor is a handicapped 
person but given up riding because of 
age. Tel: 01903 530243. 


ELECTRICAL ADJUSTABLE BED. 3' WIDE 
DIVAN STYLE. Remote control raising 
head and legs, and full remote control 
massage. Headboard included. Vgc, cost 
£3,500, accept £1,250 ono. Tel: 01638 
751062. 


MANGAR BATHLIFT, ABSOLUTELY as new 
(used just once). Lightweight, removable 
and safe (works on compressed air). Cost 
£585. Offers invited around £475. 
Tel David: 01895 677845 or 
david@presshere.com 


ADJUSTAMATIC 3'6" BED (over 
sized single) electrically operated 
variable raising of head and foot 
sections. Electrically operated massage 
option. Bed height adjusts for easy 
nursing. Detachable cot sides. Made 
to measure bedding included. Under guar- 
antee until 2005. £750. Tel: 01524 251703. 


HALF HEIGHT SHOWER screen set to fit 
AKW Medicare shower trays or wet 
area. Size 1120 x 760 mm by 750 mm 
high to allow helper to assist user. 
Includes privacy curtains and rail. New 
ans still boxed. £150. Tel: 01524 251703. 


MEDIMOTION VIVA THERAPEUTIC 
exerciser. £1,200. Tel: 0115 972 3405 
(Day) or 0788 191 5449. 


BROOKS VERTICAL 12 step chair lift, 3% 
years old. Max weight 115 kg (18 stone). 
Immaculate condition, lightly used, full 
working order, left hand fitting. 
Purchaser to dismantle. £450 ono. Tel: 
01285 650754 (Gloucestershire). 


BEAUTIFUL SPACIOUS BRIGHTON 
post-Regency house, lower two floors 
fully adapted for wheelchair use and lift 
connected. Large reception and kitchen 
area lead out to w/chair accessible patio 
garden with private park garden beyond. 
Ist and 2nd floors have 2 double 
bedrooms and bathroom each. Central 
heating. Redecorated 2 years ago. Close 


to shops and surgery on flat ground. 
£789,000. Tel: 01273 695217. 


¢ Wanted 


LEFT FOOT ACCELERATOR adaptor and 
Balder electric chair. Tel: 07977 731861. 


SEND US YOUR 
SMALLS... 


...and make a big 
impression. Small 
ads in DN reach over 
70,000 people for 
just £6 a line. All 
small ads must be 
paid for in advance. 
If you want to adver- 
tise, please use the 
form provided. Send 
it with a cheque for 
the total to Disability 
Now, 6 Market Road, 
London N7 9PW. 


LINAGE ADVERTS 


Due to lack of 
space on this page, 
you will find the 
linage form on 
page 39. Please fill 
it in if you want to 
place an ad. 


PERSONAL ADS 


For personal ads, 
submit about 25 
words and send a 
cheque or postal 
order for £10 
payable to Disability 
Now with your ad. 
This is to help cover 
our costs. 


HOW TO REPLY 


To reply toa 
personal ad indicate 
the Box Number 
and mark the 
envelope Private 
and Confidential. 

If you do not it will 
be opened. Send 

it to DN, address 

on page 2. 


Conditions 


Disability Now maintains the right to amend or withdraw 


linage adverts without prior notice. All adverts must comply 


with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 


Telephone numbers and addresses will not be placed in 


personal adverts, for confidentiality. Instead, Box numbers 


will be provided. Likewise, telephone numbers and 


addresses will not be given out over the telephone if 


requested. 


Box Numbers can be requested for non-personal adverts. 


However, it may limit the response to it. If you want to adver- 


tise documents, goods or services contact Patrick Durham- 
Matthews (tel: 020 7619 7320), fax: 020 7619 7331. 


Linage adverts can only be used by private individuals. 


All commercial enquiries must be addressed to Richard 


Gresham (see contact details above). 


DN cannot accept responsibility for loss or damage of 


adverts or letters during forwarding. It is the responsibility of 


the advertiser to check the content of their advert, and to 


ensure any abbreviations cannot be misunderstood. 


ee 
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4? Classified 


¢ Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


OPERATIONS MANAGER 


Required by Mobile Repair Service, an innovative charity providing gas, 
electrical, appliance and home maintenance repairs and adaptations for 
older and disabled people in North London. Responsible to the director 
for ensuring efficient delivery of a range of services through a team of 
dedicated service organisers and tradespeople. You will have good 
organisational skills and experience of managing a busy office. 
An understanding of technical issues an advantage. 


ky Chester 
City Council 


Building ‘Chester — 
An Accessible City’ 


Access Officer 


SO1-1 £19,770 to £21,078 pa 
(pay award pending) 


We are seeking someone with the right mix of skills and experience to help us further develop our long 
standing corporate commitment to create “Chester — An Accessible City’ 

We need someone who has: 

@ commitment to the Social Model of Disability; 

@ knowledge of Access/Disability legislation; 

@ an ability to understand and interpret complex architectural drawings; 

@ Access Auditing skills. 

For an informal discussion, please call Tim Metcalfe, Principal Access Officer on 01244 401623 or 
e-mail t.metcalfe@chestercc.gov.uk 

Applications from disabled people would be particularly encouraged. 


£23,000 - 24,000 + pension 


Details from MRS 2 St Paul’s Rd N1 2QN 020 7226 7365 or 
services@mobilerepairservice.org.uk 


Closing date: Friday July 12th 


Equal Opportunities employer. We would especially welcome 
applications from people with disabilities. 


SES SAA AEF RE SR 


Homerton University Hospital NHS 


NHS Trust 


Directorate of Medicine 


Medical Secretary in Elderly Services 


£15,868 - £18,698 p.a. inc. (pro rata) 
Full or Part-time 


Application packs are available from Chester City Council. The Forum, Chester on 01244 402315 
(24 hour) or minicom 320915. Alternatively the information an application form available online 
at http://www/chestercc.gov.uk 

Closing date: 2 August 2002. 


The Homerton University Hospital is an acute District General Hospital ; 
Interviews: 12 August 2002. 


providing a wide range of services to the local Hackney community and 
specialist services on a national level. 


There is a no smoking policy in the Forum Offices. 
Located in multi cultural East London (zone 2) within reach of main rail and 


road links with easy access to Islington, the city and the West End. 4 oO — 

: * 
We currently have an opening fora medical secretary in Elderly services, : CQ: 
working with a Consultant who provides services and cares for stroke patients. 5 Fan eae Retin ot 


We offer comprehensive in house training opportunities with access to 
University level courses (if appropriate) within a modern working 
environment. The Trust has a excellent range of family friendly policies as 
well as a nursery. Other benefits, including accommodation are available. 


You should have excellent administrative and organisational skills and enjoy 
providing a responsive customer service to patients and doctors. You should 
also have excellent typing skills, including audio typing. You need to be able 
to prioritise your own workload in order to meet deadlines. 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


PRE-OWNED & DEMONSTRATOR WAV’S FOR SALE 


Mercedes Vito 108Cdi, 2001 '01, 6K miles, Orchid Green WAV, lowered floor rear entrance with ramp, 3 rear passenger 
seats, Unwin Solo wheelchair & passenger restraints Cost New £18,985 Sell £17,985 


For a discussion about any of these posts, or to arrange and informal visit, WW Transporter SWB 1.9TD 95 M, Green, WAV Conversion, 4 Pass Driver & Wheelchair. £8,975 


lease contact Emma Bell, General Manager for Medicine on 02 10 7206. 
rE S u 8 ee © 85 oo 06 Fiat Ulysse 2.0EL, R reg, 50k miles. Lowered floor with ramp. Driver 3 Pass + Wheelchair, PAS, twin sunroofs, 


www.the-homerton.demon.co.uk 


= < 
sp 


The Trust welcomes applications from candidates wishing 
to job share, with or without job share partners Cy 
bf 


Committed to Equal Opportunities _jxvestoriwreopur 


The British Council Of Disabled People 
is holding a series of seminars across 
the Country. The topics include Charges 
for Community Care - How to 
Campaign and lots more information. 


The next seminar is to be held in the 
Swindon Area of the South West region 
on 3rd July 2002 and is free to ALL 

j Disabled People. (Venue to be confirmed) 


; The British Council of Disabled People are also holding 
} another seminar of the same theme in the Thurrock area 


| of the Eastern Region on 17th July 2002 (Venue to be 
| confirmed). 


If you are interested in either of the above seminars and 
would like to come along and join in the fight for Equality for 
ALL Disabled People - then please contact Vicki or Sandy at 

the BCODP offices on telephone number: 01332 295551 and 
book your place over the phone. 


disabiliynow July 2002 


or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adam.price@lineone.net 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 
Children with Special Needs 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


gur> Extra Strong Playpens. 
< pro Extra Large Stairgates. 
we Fitted Padded Play Areas. 
High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


THE MAGNIFIER COMPANY 


oA 

\Z The best on-line selection of hand-held, 
hands-free and illuminated magnifiers, 
loupes, fresnel sheets and low-vision aids 


www.magnifyingglasses.co.uk 


DEADLINES 


August 2002 classified 


deadlines: Booking: 
12 July. Copy: 16 July. 


a 


For an application pack, please contact the Recruitment Office, Human Accessible Vehicle climate control & electric windows. £10,995 
Resources Department, Homerton University Hospital, Homerton Row, Register Skoda Cube WAY, 1.9D, '98 R, 42k miles, full lowered floor conversion. £6,975 
London Eg 6SR. Tel. 020 8510 7219 (24 hour answerphone), or email at Sere : Renault Extra 1.4, P, WAV, '92k, blue, Poyntings lowered floor conversion. £4,995 
‘ We specialise in locating used aT ’ 
human.resources@homerton.nhs.uk quoting reference MD861. vehicles to suit the specific needs Fiat Fiorino 1.7D ‘98 R. Met blue, WAV, full lowered floor conversion. £5,995 
Closing date: 15th July 2002. “fe of our customers. in you are New or ex-demo Renault Kangoo WAV’s & Citroen Berlingo Multispace. Call for prices and spec. 
SY Fa looking for an accessible vehicle 


All the above vehicles come with our Comprehensive Used Vehicle Warranty 
95 Bonnygate, Cupar, Fife KY15 4LG 
Tel: (01334) 657722, fax: (01334) 657711, 


e-mail: sales@gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 
website: www.gleneaglesconversions.co.uk 


agleneagles 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES FOR SALE 


£12,500 
£10,500 
£8,250 
£9,250 
£9,500 
£11,750 
£8,495 
£12,995 
£12,500 
£4,750 
£7,495 
£14,500 
£9,500 
£6,495 
£8,750 
£9,250 
£5,995 
Choice of 5 
Choice of 3 
Choice of 7 


2001 Y Kangoo 1.4i Chairman, Auto, Authentique 

2000 X Ford Courier TD, Universal Mobility, 6,500 miles 
2000 W Suzuki Wagon R Liberty, 1 owner, 28,000 miles 
1999 T Toyota Hiace Cruiser, 38,000 miles, ramp 

1999 T Renault Trafic Versa 1.9D, 12,000 miles 

1999 T VW TDi Universal, 9,000 miles, lowering suspension 
1998 S Ford Courier Universal, 32,000 miles, winch 

1998 R Mercedes V230 Trend, 1 owner, 45,000 miles, tail lift 
1998 R Mercedes Vito Chairman, 113 Auto, 40,000 miles 
1997 P Fiat Fiorino Chairman, 1 owner, 30,000 miles 

1996 P Vauxhall Combo Chairman, 17,000 miles P.A.S. 
1996 P Brotherwood Sharon, 1 owner, 54,000 miles 

1996 P Trafic LWB, hi-top, day camper, tail lift, 19,000 miles 
1996 P Vauxhall Combo Chairman 

1996 N Transit, Semi Hi Roof. Tail lift, 24,000 miles 

1996 N Transit Diesel, Semi Hi Roof. Tail lift, 15,000 miles 
1995 M Escort Chairman, 52,000 miles, lowering suspension, 4 seats 
Kangoo & Berlingo models 

Expert — Scudo — Dispatch models 

Trafic & Vanette Cargo models 


Aselection of 40 WAVs from £2,750 fully serviced with warranty. Demo and delivery 
anywhere in UK mainland free. Part exchange and vehicles sought for purchase. 


CLARKE MOBILITY 
SNODLAND, KENT 


01634 243596 
www.gfclarke.com 


e Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


Classified 43 


University of Bristol 


Access Unit — Short Courses and Outreach 
Project Manager - Open Out 


This full-time post (35 hours a week) provides a unique opportunity to 
develop a CD-ROM based interactive training package on Disability Equality 
for public and academic library staff. Based in the Access Unit, the post 
will involve designing, producing, piloting and marketing the training 
package. The post will also involve commissioning authors to write elements 
of the training material and editing the resulting work. Support will be 
provided by the Access Unit team and by a Project Steering Group. 

The postholder will work closely with Public Library Services in the 
southwest to ensure that the final package is relevant to staff needs. 


You should have an understanding of disability issues, excellent 
communication and networking skills, experience of adult education and 
disability equality training and be able to make use of IT in your work. 


The post is available from mid July for a one-year fixed-term contract. 
The salary will be within the range £20,470 to £26,491, depending upon 
qualifications and experience. Applications from people interested working 

fewer hours as part of a job-share will be considered. 


Funded by BT Lifelong Learning Fund 


For further details telephone (0117) 954 6947, Textphone (0117) 928 
8894 or E-mail Recruitment@bristol.ac.uk (stating postal address only). 


The closing date for applications is Monday July 8th 2002 
An Equal Opportunities Employer 


PART-TIME 


ACCESS OFFICER 


£17,121 - £19,827 pa pro rata 
(pay award pending) 


18.5 hours per week 


We are seeking to recruit an enthusiastic part-time Access Officer 

to work in our Public Health Team. You will be part of a small 

team, your emphasis being on access to services, work and 

facilities for disabled people both in Council owned premises and 

those in our towns and the countryside. You will be responsible 

for developing the Council’s own Access to Services Strategy 

and monitoring our own employment policies in this respect. 

You must: 

e have a general education to GCSE grade 3 standard or 
equivalent 

¢ have working knowledge of the legislation which seeks to 
secure access to employment, services, facilities and buildings 
for people with disabilities 

¢ have the ability to explain building problems and solutions to 
non professionals 

e have an understanding of the needs of people with physical and 
sensory impairment 

¢ have experience of dealing with the public both face-to-face 
and by telephone 

¢ be able to prioritise your own workload 

e work effectively in a team 

e have the ability to travel around the District as necessary 

In return we offer: 

¢ acompetitive salary 

e flexible working hours 

¢ casual car user allowance 

e relocation package in appropriate circumstances 

You will be expected to work out of hours to attend evening 

meetings etc, on an occasional basis. There is also the possibility 

of working extended hours for a short period and we are looking 

to form an Access Officer partnership with a neighbouring 

authority. 

For an informal discussion please contact David Beeson, 

Public Health Manager on (01327) 322290. 

If you would like an application form and information 

pack, please contact the Administration Section, 

Environment Division, South Northamptonshire Council, 

Springfields, Towcester, Northants NN12 6AE. Telephone 

(01327) 322298 or 322297. Minicom Service available on 

(01327) 322275. Please quote ref: TEH24. Alternatively, 

you may download the pack from our website at 

www.southnorthants.gov.uk/jobs 

Closing date: 19 July 2002. 

We encourage applications from men and women, from ethnic 

minorities and people who consider themselves to be disabled. 

Consideration will be given to job 

share proposals. C Y 

We operate a No Smoking Policy nt 


South Northamptonshire Council 
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Action Disability 


Kensington & Chelsea 


Lifelong learning facilitator (Ref LL/04) 
Salary scale SO1 £22,416 - £23,728 p.a. pro rata 
21 hours per week 


ADKC, a local organisation of 
disabled people, are seeking to 
recruit for the following positions 


= To facilitate the inclusion of disabled people in mainstream Classes and courses 
= TO support providers through the process of improving their access 


= TO organise courses within ADKC 


Young People’s Support Worker (REF YPW/04) 


Salary scale 6 £20,469 - £21,660 p.a. pro rata 
28 hrs per week (some evening & weekend) 


= To outreach and make contact with young disabled people 


= To facilitate their access to local services and activities 


= TO empower them to articulate their needs 


Advice & Information Officer (REF AIO/0O3) 
Salary scale SO1/2 £22,416 - £24,348 p.a. 


35 hours per week. Locum cover until 31st March 2003. 


= Provide a quality advice and information service throughout the Borough to 


disabled people, their families and service providers 


= Produce information in Factsheets and by the production of a newsletter 
Some experience of advice and information work is essential 


ADKC's offices are fully accessible. For an application pack, please send a self-addressed envelope to 
The ADKC Centre, Whitstable House, Silchester Road, London, W10 6SB. 


Application packs are available in all formats. We positively welcome applications from disabled people. 
Closing date 15th July. Interview dates w/b 22nd July. 


SOCIAL SERVICE/LEEDS CENTRE 


Pe FOR INTEGRATED LIVING 
LEEDS 
CITY COUNCIL 
DIRECT PAYMENTS ADVISOR Ref: D207 
£17,823 - £19,014 
Armley, Leeds 12 37 hours per week 


Leeds Centre for Integrated Living (LCIL) was established in January 1999. There is a commitment that 
LCIL will become a fully independent service controlled by disabled people. 

The Direct Payments Support Service (DPSS) is one of the LCIL services. Its role is to provide support, 
training, information and advice for disabled people who use or could potentially use Direct Payments, 
throughout the city. 

Duties will include assistance in providing job descriptions, application forms and all other related 
paperwork. Providing advice on all aspects of employment, including recruitment and selection and 
managing a personal assistant. 

You will need some knowledge and understanding of Direct Payments and the role of a DPSS, the 
ability to promote the principles of empowerment, choice and the social model of disability and the 
ability to establish and run effective administrative systems for Direct Payment users. 

LCIL provides services developed and run by disabled people for disabled people. We particularly 
welcome applications from disabled people and encourage you to apply for this post. 


The Department is committed to the training and development of all employees. 

Applications are welcome from all, irrespective of gender, race, marital status, age, 
disability, or sexual orientation. 

Interviews scheduled for 6 & 7 August 2002. 


For an informal discussion about the post please contact the Centre on (voice) (0113) 214 3599 or 
minicom (0113) 214 3598 email: leedscil@btclick.com website: www.leedscil.org.uk 


For application forms and job outlines please ring our answerphone service (24 hours) on Leeds 
(0113) 2477965 /Minicom (0113) 2478769 or apply in writing enclosing a large self addressed 
envelope to Director of Social Services, Selectapost 9, 110 Merrion Centre, Leeds LS2 8B. Please 
mention if you require the information in a specific format. 


Closing date: 15th July 2002. 


"WORKING TOWARDS EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY" 

The City Council has a No Smoking Policy 

FULL-TIME POST(S) SUITABLE FOR JOB SHARING 

For more information on jobs with Leeds City Council see www.leeds.gov.uk/vacancies 


Assistant Director (NJC 34 — 36 £22,971 see 7 = 4 
- £24,072 + pension, award pending) DS WR 
€SC. Dae 
~ y Z IY HY 
SSEX OALITION OF ISABLED B EOPLE 


job will be to increase the involvement of disabled people from all backgrounds in the work of ECDP, to represent 
the organisation in different forums and generally assist the Managing Director to promote ECDP. You will need 
to have a firm commitment to applying the principles of independent living and the social model of disability. 


Essex Coalition of Disabled People (ECDP) 
is a local organisation run and controlled 
by disabled people. The main focus of the 


This position is funded by the Community Fund for three years, but may be re-newed subject to successful 
applications for further funding. This post is open to disabled people only. 


To receive an information pack and application form please contact the address below quoting Ref AD2. 
Essex Coalition of Disabled People, Unit 7, ‘Whitelands’, Terling Road, Hatfield Peverel 
Essex, CM3 2AQ Tel / Fax: (01245) 382176, Minicom: (01245) 382524, Email: info@ecdp.co.uk 


Closing date for applications 15th July 2002. be tugani UR! 


Interviews to be held Thursday 25th July 2002. 


BIRCHAM, WEST NORFOLK 


Coast 5 miles. Two F.C.H disabled-friendly 
holiday cottages designed with wheelchair 
users and their families in mind. One sleeps 
4 and one sleeps up to eight. Both have 
wheel-in shower rooms. Equipped to the 
highest standard, TV, linen and electricity 
inc. Smokers and dogs welcome. 

For further details please telephone 
01485 578603 or visit www.norfolkdisablea- 
friendlycottages.co.uk 


VANFARE, USA is a tetraplegic owned 
company. our speciality is adapted vans for 
the disabled driver, disabled passenger and 
for groups of disabled passengers. We have 

been successful in adapting vans to allow 
those with severe disabilities to continue to 
drive independently. VanFare, USA is 
competitively priced and will do its best to 
meet your needs and budget. 
web: http://www.home.earthlink.net/-vanfare 
email: vanfare@earthlink.net 
Tel: 0019787686228 Fax: 0019787686404 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 
3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. On working farm - peaceful location, 
central for beaches and tourist attractions. 
Indoor heated swimming pool. 
More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


LANZAROTE, HOLIDAY VILLA 
Views of the mountains and sea, 

situated ina 

15 mins drive fron 


quiet, countryside towr 


twin bedrooms s 
wheelchair friendly wit 
Mobility Aids availabl 
brochure Tel: 00 3¢ 


email:casabellapalms@yahoo.co. uk 


10 MINUTES FROM DISNEYLAND 
Florida villa owned by paraplegic. 
Sleeps up to 12, fully accessible and 
large. King size bed with ensuite 
bathroom, we and wheel-in shower 
Large pool with water operated seat for 
a disabled person. A holiday you can 
take with confidence. Contact John 


Gillett on: 01179 698770 


r 4 
lbUXURY CHALCT 


IN POOLE, DORSET 


Beautiful views. Disabled frigndly. 
Ring Jill for Brochure 
Tel: 01525 579549 after 6pm. 
Mobile: 07811 067634 (day) 


h Book garly to avoid GisRDOINICO) 
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¢ Holidays (cont'd) 


COSTA DEL SOL 


Wheelchairs, Electric scooters, bath & 
WC seats, commodes 

and more for hire 

T: 01375 377246 ~ 
F: 01375 405861 MobilityAbroad 


www.mobilityaboard.co.uk 


ALGARVE - PORTUGAL 


Lots of villas, farmhouses, . 
bungalows, hotels, B&B, car hire <* % 
with hand controls, adapted ES ‘hall vege} = 
vans and plenty to see and do Aaa = Se 
Contact: David Player > 

Tel: 00 351 289 393636 
Fax: 00 351 289 397448 E-mail: dave@player.pt 


www.player.pt 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details ©. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 499220. 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
heir family. We have full disabled 
are able to cater for organised 
chair accessible rooms open on 


unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year 
Why not escape and relax at delightful 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457 


: WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and wine, 
this is the place for you. Book now for 2002 
Call or fax Ed Passant on 0208 885 4971 or e-mail: 
ed.passant@mail.com web: www.accessholidays.com 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


CUMBRIA Idyllic & peaceful beauty spot. The 
Tranquil Otter Lakeshore Lodges 5 cosy lodges 
(1 accessible), 2 luxury lodges (both accessible) 
with accessible sauna, whirlpool bath, log burner 
etc. Lakeside paths, lake (via wheely boat) and 
shop all accessible. Resident Otters. Own rowing 
boat. 01228 576661. www.the-tranquil-otter.co.uk 


ROYAL DEESIDE SCOTLAND | 


NEW for 2002. 4 superb self catering cottages 
| located on the banks of the river next to 
Balmoral. Designed and equipped to the highest | 
| standard with state of the art facilities for people | 
| with disabilities, their families and friends. Please 
contact: CRATHIE OPPORTUNITY HOLIDAYS 
Tel: 013397 42002 for more details | 
or email: info@crathieholidays.org.uk 
www. crathieholidays.org.uk 


Mar Y Sol - Los Cristianos, Tenerife 


Wheelchair friendly complex with 
accessible apartments and studios. Two 
swimming pools, one heated pool with 

hoist, restaurant, poolside bar, equipment 
hire. Flights booked with ATOL agents. 


Call us now for cheapest summer prices on 


Tel 01395 223272 or Fax 01395 260166 


Willow Cottage — The Black Isle, 5 mins drive Inverness. 
Beautifully equipped, T t Board 3 stars with 

a working croft amid 

y. Moray Firth dolphins, 

e! Inverness offers good 

food, cinema, theatre etc. 

Brochure/details, tel: 01463 731455, website: 
www.highlanddisabledcottageholidays.co.uk 
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¢ Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


BIRMINGHAM & SOLIHULL 


www.childcare.J 00S.co.ux 


iacyedsoul ‘or eid 
require an 


ADMINISTRATOR 


25 hrs per week - £18 — £21k pro rata 
SAE: 5 Belmont, Shrewsbury. SY1 1TE 
E: admin@blueyedsoul.freeserve.co.uk - T: 01743 245998 
Closing date: 15th July 


Blue Eyed Soul creates quality innovative dance work that embraces difference. 


WELDIS Project Bd 


Administrative Assistant 


£16,410 - £17,988 p.a. pro rata 
18 hours per week 


City of Westminster 


The job: WELDIS is the Westminster Information Service for Older People and People with Disabilities. This post assists the 
Project Officer in the maintenance and promotion of the WELDIS database. 


Essential skills/experience: M@ Experience of using PC’s in an office environment Experience with Microsoft Access 
@ Experience of web-based information provision ™@ Good interpersonal skills and the ability to use their own initiative 
@ Experience of contact with community groups would be useful. 
Benefits include: M Interest free season ticket loan ™ Generous annual leave m@ Free swimming facilities 
@ Staff discount card m Excellent pension scheme. 


For an application form please telephone 01325 745749 quoting reference: B/02/WCEN/035/DN. 


Closing date: 20 July 2002 


Visit our website at: 
_ Www.westminster.gov.uk 
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Recruitment Solutions 


For more information and to apply online, visit 
www.connexionsbirmsol.co.uk or telephone 

0207 649 6014, email connexionsbirmsol@tmp.com 
for an application pack. 


Alternatively, come along to one of our Open Evenings: 


Tuesday 25th June at The Centenary Suite, The Rep Theatre, 
Centenary Square, Birmingham, 5pm - 8pm 

Thursday 27th June at Solihull Central Library in the 
Touchwood Centre, Solihull, 5pm - 8pm 


Closing date for receipt of applications: 5th July. 


@lill 


SOUTH YORKSHIRE 
PASSENGER TRANSPORT 


Fra N Eo Gos] fis foal oF 


The Transport Executive is responsible for securing and promoting the 


best possible transport network for the people of South Yorkshire. 


We believe we can only achieve our vision if we make 
full use of the talents and resources of all our employees. 
The Transport Executive is fully committed to providing an 
environment which eliminates unfair discrimination and 
which actively promotes productive working relationships 
based on the unique contributions of different individuals 


within our organisation. 


For details of our current vacancies please call 
our recruitment line on 0114 221 1223 


N disabilitynow 


Sales Administrative Assistant 
parttime, 28 hours, £14,637 - £15,520 (inc. ILW) pro rata 


We need an enthusiastic and well organised person to 
provide administrative support to the Advertisement 
Manager and Sales Executive 4 days a week. 


You will have a thorough knowledge of office routines, 


accounts procedures, be computer literate particularly 


Access Database and able to work under pressure. 
Disabled applicants welcome. 


For an application form, contact Dan Batten, 
Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London, N7 9PW, 
tel: O20 7619 7323, fax: 020 7619 7331, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, email: dan.batten@scope.org.uk 


Closing date: 19 July 2002. 


Registered Charity No. 208231. 
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e Recruitment (on pages 42 to 46) 


Transport 
P t forLondon 
Street 


Strategy & Support Services Management 


Central London c. £80,000 + benefits 


Transport for London Street Management is part of Transport for London (TfL) and reports to the Mayor, Ken Livingstone, and the Greater London Authority. Street 
Management has a wide range of functions including being the highway and traffic authority for a 550km road network. It is responsible for the operation and 
maintenance of London's roads and traffic control systems and improving conditions for all those who travel in the capital. TfL also aims to reduce congestion by 
enhancing alternatives to the car. 


Position Qualifications 
* Reporting to the Managing Director, take responsibility for the development of * Graduate with relevant business qualification and the intellectual agility to 
Street Management's strategic plan. operate successfully within a large and complex organisation. 
* Lead the heads of function, whose teams comprise the strategy and support * Exceptional team leadership and interpersonal skills with the impact and 
services team. gravitas to build strong links within and outside TfL Street Management. 
* Take responsibility for the provision of support services including * Track record of managing strategy, performance and support operations. 


Procurement, IT, HR and Administration to other divisions. : 
* Robust with general management experience as director or senior manager in 


* Direct the function in defining and developing strategies and initiatives and either private or public domains. 


Capac against strategy objectives. * Understanding of the workings of the public sector. 


* Lead on Street Management involvement in walking and cycling initiatives. 


To apply for an information pack please contact Questor International quoting ref. 2990/DN. For more information on how we are “Keeping London Moving”, 
visit www.streetmanagement.org.uk 


Le 
nvestormpcons TfL are striving for diversity and welcome applications from all sectors of the community. G QUESTOR 
= = eee = = : ee? == poe ee INTERNATIONAL 
: _— 
© claire@questorint.com oo 020 7297 2001 w) www.questorint.com a) Liberty House, 222 Regent Street, London W1B STR 


_ Employment Support for zeae 


CENTRE FOR INCLUSIVE LIVING 
a 
Disabled People ACCESSIDDA 
Project Officer 


The Jobcentre Plus network can provide advice on employment and job retention to disabled people who are facing HE es = ke p.a. 
ead ‘ : F ne eas si ours (part ti 
additional employment barriers associated with their disability. Aiea ean 


Disability Employment Advisers (DEAs) are usually based in Jobcentres or Jobcentre Plus offices jee VCIDIs committedito promoting 


and encouraging the provision of 
and can provide: accessible environments and services 
to enable the rights of disabled 
= employment assessment people (adults and children) to 


achieve their full potential in society 


° job seeking advice and support without unnecessary barriers. 


i i iali i | eopl The successful candidate will 
° information on specialist employment programmes for disabled people auld isatle Sheila 


education with previous experience 
or awareness of access issues 
and knowledge and understanding 
of legislation relating to the built 
environment is essential. 


° advice on remaining in work 
e advice and information to employers employing disabled people 


For more information on the support, available to disabled people looking for work get in touch with your local stiles A rea 
Jobcentre or Jobcentre Plus office. Friday 19th July 


Application packs are available from 
SYCIL, Disability Resource Centre, 
JobCentre Heavens Walk, Doncaster DN4 5HZ. 
; Tel: 01302 769219. Minicom: 
01302 329788. Fax: 01302 327778. 


Charity No. 1065630. 


jobcentreplus 


Part of the Department 
for Work and Pensions 


DEADLINES 
August 2002 classified deadlines: Booking: 12 July. Copy: 16 July. 
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The Parents Consortium 


The Parents Consortium are seeking a Newly Qualified Social Worker to co-ordinate the Family Link Scheme in the Dartford, Gravesham, Swanley area. 


The person is required to work 37 hours per week. Salary NJC scale 6, point 27-31, £18,417 - £21,078 plus Outer London Weighting £444. 
Holiday entitlement 20 days per annum Based from Allsworth Court, Hextable. 


Closing date for applications Friday 2"4 August 2002. Interviews will take place during the week commencing 19¢ August 2002 


For application forms please contact The Parents Consortium, Allsworth Court, St David’s Road, Hextable, Kent. BR8 7RJ. Telephone:- 01322 668501. 


| The Parents Consortium has a pro-active Equal Opportunities policy and works within the commitments of the “Positive About Disabled People” scheme 


department for 


education and skills 


The Organisation e Membership is part-time (requiring a commitment of 
The National College for School Leadership has a key role to pope 2 days per eat Seay oem ape Weds 
Bite and other expenses are met by the College. Board meetings 
payin ne Coveney : eve te modems andfaise iedually take place either in Nottingham or London, on average 4 times 
and status of the teaching profession. It aims to be a source of 


per year. 
inspiration, challenge and support to enable the nation s 250,000 
current and aspiring school leaders to transform our schools 
into the best they can be. NCSL operates through innovative Candidates will be high calibre individuals from a range of 
programmes and opportunities, practitioner led research and backgrounds, both public and private sector, who can clearly 
online learning networks. The College also supports wider demonstrate one or more of the following: 
Government initiatives such as the development of bursar eA proven track record of high quality leadership or senior 


training programmes and promoting the use of ICT in schools. management experience in the education sector - for example 
schools, local authority or further and higher education. 


The Person 


The Job e A successful leadership record at senior management level 
e The Governing Council is the Non-Executive Board of elsewhere in the public or private sector. 
Directors for the NCSL. Members are responsible for holding Experience of leading or managing transformational change in 
the College Director and her staff to account for achieving the the public or private sector. 


goals.£2 10iIne t-olegas Applications are particularly welcomed from disabled people, 


e Council members contribute to the College s strong operational members of ethnic minority groups and women. 
and marketing focus and will help see through its strategy for 


providing a single national focus for school leadership For further information and an application form, please send 


development and research, and providing school leaders with pee or e-mail bearing your name, address and reference 
high quality practical and professional support at all stages of o: 
their careers. They are expected to actively promote leadership | Ginny Randall, Department for Education and Skills, Level 1E, 
in the teaching profession. Caxton House, 6-12 Tothill Street, London, SW1H 9NA. 

e Members must also be able to provide high-level strategic © E-mail address: pba.team @dfes.gsi.gov.uk 


and practical advice on the development and managementof The closing date for applications is 12 July 2002 
policy initiatives and programmes. 


THE DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION AND SKILLS IS COMMITTED TO MAKING APPOINTMENTS ON MERIT BY FAIR 
AND OPEN PROCESS, TAKING ACCOUNT OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


ig if you would like to be considered or simply want to know more about becoming | 


make a difference by 
ney? a trustee 


e in the charity world is unique and special. § 
| commitment and a special el 


ustee Ms Pines the strategic direction, vision and essential  £ 
ble our intensely dedicated staff to make a difference in their * 


iy You can make a difference too as a trustee. Trustees will come ‘ ae 
ue A la and that is important. Our current trustees are ’ 


ot 


No previous experience needed. 


alien 


i lues and mission of the] aie and the people we support. 


a trustee for The Disabilities Trust, contact: Colin Hedley, Chief Executive, 
The Disabilities Trust, 32 Market Place, Burgess Hill, West Sussex RH15 9NP 
Tel: 01444 239123 Fax: 01444 244978 Email: ceo@disabilities-trust. org.uk 


The Disabilities Trust't is a Pedistered Charity. No SOT 


For children with 
disabilities and 
their families 


Allsworth Court, St David’s Road, 
Hextable, Kent, BR8 7RJ 
Tel: 01322 668501 
Fax: 01322 660230 
Minicom: 01322 667761 
E-mail: parents@globalnet.co.uk 


, Handidate | 


Introduction Agency 


on 
ai now £ For disabled and | 
fuee grochun able-bodied people 
Established 1987 


Tel: 01473 226950 
Fax: 01473 254030 


E-mail: handidate@btinternet.com 
Website: www.handidate.com 


Freepost, Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevallier Street, Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2BR 


A member of ABIA 


4s Find-A- Friend: 


1 ‘Alone? Why? You needn’t be! 
' Any adult, any age, anywhere 
i Able-bodied or Disabled 

1 Single, bereaved, divorced, separated, partnered 
or married — choose your own ideal relationship 
; to share all life’s activities or needs of which you 
! feel you are deprived. Your solution begins with: 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 5HL_ ! 
i Tel/Fax: Int’ 00+44+ or UK (0)1606 49093 5 i 


Indepedence & Freedom! 


Visit who and when you want in 
London with ‘Visits Un Limited’, 
escorted travel — wheelchair 


accessible vehicle available. 


Phone 020 8776 6967 


Blue Eyed Soul Dance Company 
the region’s leading inclusive 
Dance Company Presents 


The Flying Summer School — with Linda Parker (Flying Piglets, NZ) 


The flying school is a training event for disabled and non-disabled people (11+) 
to learn a combination of dancing and aerial skills. 


Aug 24th — Aug 25th Weekend workshop - £30 
Aug 27th — Aug 30th Four-day intensive - £50 
30th Aug 3pm Informal performance. 


For info and booking contact Helena Whittingham 01743 245998 
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Up for grabs 47 


ELECTRIC DREAM 


t DN, we’re always on the look out for new and exciting arrivals on the mobility market. 


Now here’s news of the latest ‘buzz word’ in the disability field and your chance to win one 


of the most versatile mobility products on the UK market. 


Hot on the heels of its official launch at the Donington Mobility Roadshow, we were lucky enough to 
get our hands on the TGA Buzz, and for the next four weeks it’ll be up for grabs! Retailing at £995, 
Buzz is likely to be the least expensive mobility product on the UK market. Unlike other products, the 
vehicle is designed to appeal to people of all ages. This electric-powered machine is a scooter and a 
power chair all in one and can be used around the home, in the workplace and even over rough terrain. 
Unlike other scooters, Buzz has no armrests, so it will fit as neatly under your desk at work or college as 
it will in the boot of your car. Not only is it compact, practical and fun to drive, its no-fuss hand levers 
make it very easy to operate. Simply push down on the levers at either side of the seat and the battery 
pack will power you along at speeds of up to 12kmph at single charge. Should you need a break from 
steering on those extended journeys, make use of Buzz’s attachable handles which your friend can fit to 
the rear of the chair and control. (Buzz’s battery pack will take you up to 12 miles on a single charge.) 


For the chance to win a Buzz, complete the coupon (above right) and return via our FREEPOST 


address as shown. 


TGA Electric Leisure are delighted to bring Buzz to the UK. For further information and to 
arrange an appointment for a test-drive, visit their website wwww.tga-electirc.com or telephone on 


01787 478130. 


Tick the competition circle below, 

add your details, and send FOR 
FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR, or 
you can fax it on 020 7619 7331, or e-mail the details to: 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


() TGA 


¢ Closing date for offers: 31.07.2002 
Entrants must be over 18 ¢ No proof 
of purchase required ¢ UK entrants 
only ¢ No cash alternatives * Winners 
notified by post ¢ Editor’s decision is final ¢ Special offers not open to 
DN staff or associates * Winners may be announced in DN ¢ In association 
with TGA Electric Leisure. and we may use your name and address for 
further marketing purposes. Please tick the box if you do not wish your 
details to be included LJ 


A Renault 
Kangoo 1s 
put through 
Its paces at 
last year’s 
Mobility 
Roadshow. 


All the best news, views, jobs and offers. On sale 29 June. 


DREAM SCHEME 


Super, new, smart-technology housing in Portsmouth — what do 
residents think? 


INVESTIGATION 


The Enabling Partnership (formerly Enham Trust) is proving a 
haven for small charities. DN finds out its aims and how it helps 
disabled people. 


MOTORING 


What was new and exciting at this year’s Mobility Roadshow? 
DN’s motoring correspondent, Douglas Campbell, reports. 


OUT AND ABOUT 


More ideas and information to make your summer holiday go 
with a swing. 


(Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
Please reserve me a regular copy of 
Disability Now until further notice 


Please deliver a copy of Disability Now 
to my home address 


NESTE Rede oo a oh henry Cs OE ae Ae ERY ne ERO AMES. 
PACCILES S apeeneer mein on deen oe ices hs 2 SEO ee ee 


OSTCOC Ctieree re beet ie Tet a ae ea A he a bende 7c 


SST CINALUL Cia te emesis REAPS scl ats e eee rte acren tear nts 


To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is 
published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London 
N7 9PW. 

It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart 
Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. 

Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 
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